Asia explored, Laterally
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In a Nutshell…
Day 40, Fly from Dar Es Salaam to Doha
Day 41, Connect to Bangkok. The Siam
Day 42, Bangkok Multi-transport Adventure. The Siam
Day 43, Floating Markets. The Siam
Day 44, Fly to Chiang Rai & Check-in to Anantara Golden Triangle
Day 45, Elephant Mahout Training. Anantara Golden Triangle
Day 46, Journey across the border to Pakbeng. Sanctuary Pakbeng Lodge
Day 47, Cruise to Luang Prabang. Sofitel Luang Prabang
Day 48, Khouangsi Falls Visit. Sofitel Luang Prabang
Day 49, Early Morning Devotions & Cycle Tour. Sofitel Luang Prabang
Day 50, Fly to Siem Reap & Evening Circus. Phum Baitang
Day 51, Angor Wat Sunrise & Exploration. Phum Baitaing
Day 52, Visit the Temples of the Forest. Phum Baitang
Day 53, Tonle Sap Lake visit and flight to Hanoi. Sofitel Legend Metropole
Day 54, Full Day City Tour & Vespa Tour. Sofitel Legend Metropole
Day 55, Drive to Hai Phong & Board Ginger Boat
Day 56, Cruising Lan Ha Bay & Flight to Ho Chi Minh. Hotel Des Arts
Day 57, Visit Cu Chi Tunnels & Saigon Highlights Tour. Hotel Des Arts
Day 58, International flight to Semarang via Jakarta. MesaStila

Day 59, Candi Umbul Trekking. MesaStila
Day 60, Sunrise at Borobudur. MesaStila
Day 61, Fly to Pangkalan Bun & Board your Houseboat
Day 62, Explore Borneo. Sekonyer Houseboat
Day 63, Fly to Denpasar via Semarang. Chedi Club
Day 64, Mountain Biking & Tegenungan waterfalls. Chedi Club
Day 65, White Water Rafting on the Ayung River. Chedi Club
Day 66, Fly to Perth and begin your Australian Adventure!
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Your Final Itinerary...
Day 40, Depart Africa
This morning you will be transferred to the Ruaha Airstrip for your light aircraft
flight to Dar Es Salaam where you connect with a flight to Bangkok, via Doha, to
begin your journey to Asia.
Accommodation: Overnight Flight
Meals: In-Flight meals
Day 41, Connect to Bangkok
Land in Doha shortly after midnight and board your plane to Bangkok.
On arrival in Bangkok you will be greeted by a laterallife representative who will
help you with your immigration forms before you get your passport stamped to
enter the “Land of Smiles”. Once through you will be privately transferred to your
hotel. Once checked in, spend the rest of the day at your leisure.

Dinner is recommended at your hotel: The Siam - A table has been provisionally
booked.
Accommodation: The Siam
Meals: In-flight meals & Dinner
Day 42, Bangkok Multi-Transport Adventure
This morning at 9 am your guide will collect you at your hotel for an exploration
of Bangkok. The best way to experience Bangkok is to use all it’s possible avenues of travel such as sky trains, tuk-tuks, canal boats etc.
Typically you will visit:

Golden Mount at Wa Saket
Wat Pho and the Reclining Buddha
Wat Arun (Temple of Dawn)
Canals of Bangkok Noi
Accommodation: The Siam
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch

Day 43, Floating Markets
Wake up early to enjoy breakfast before you begin the drive west to visit Tha Kha
Floating Market at 7:30 am. The market is named after a long water grass native
to the area, and retains a distinctive Thai charm seldom found at the more famous floating markets closer to Bangkok. Postcard visuals abound as vendors
trade with each other and hawk goods to locals and visitors along the canal’s
edge.
Board a small wooden paddle boat and cruise through palm plantations and soak
in old market culture lovingly locked in time. Then continue with visits to local
temples and historical sites before checking out the vintage Maeklong Railway
Market, or “Talad Rom Hoob”, a charming market embodying all that is unique
about Thailand. Talad Rom Hoob (literally means “umbrella closing market”) is
one of the world's most unique markets where traders ply their wares on the active train tracks, and then scamper to fold up stalls when trains pass through.
It’s good to note here that while there’s a schedule, trains have been known to
be delayed.
Before the afternoon heat, you will jump back into the van for the trip back to
Bangkok.

Note: Tha Kha Market is around 1.5hours drive each way.
This evening you will experience “One Night in Bangkok”. You will be picked up
from the hotel at 18:00, your guide will then escort you through the various
neighbourhoods trying the local delicacies. The evening winds up at either one of
the famous red-light market districts or at a riverside rooftop bar for a wonderful
illuminated view of Wat Arun (Temple of the Dawn), or even the Bohemian backpacker community of Khao San Road. This trip will be customised to suit your
interests.

Note: If visiting one of the famous rooftop bars such as Skybar or Vertigo, drinks
are not included. You must have closed shoes (no beach sandals) and no shorts
or tank-tops.
Accommodation: The Siam
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch

Day 44Fly to Chiang Rai
Your driver will be waiting for you in the hotel lobby at 11:15 am to drive you to
the airport for your short flight to Chiang Rai.
Upon arrival you will be welcomed by a hotel representative and transferred to
the Anantara where you can spend the rest of the afternoon at your leisure.
Accommodation: Anantara Golden Triangle
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 45, Elephant Mahout Training
Today choose from the below possible itineraries:

Early Morning: (07:00-09:00)
Rise early for a quintessential Thai experience: an elephant ‘mahout’ course.
Working alongside a professional trainer, you’ll learn about these magical creatures, retrieve them from the jungle, assist with feeding, cleaning, bathing and
then learn how to control an elephant via native verbal and physical commands.
The program ends around 09:00, after which you can enjoy breakfast at the hotel.

Regular: (09:30-11:30, 13:30-15:30)
The same as the early morning but more time with the elephants.
Accommodation: Anantara Golden Triangle
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 46, Journey across the border to Pakbeng
This morning meet your driver in the hotel lobby for a private transfer to Chiang
Khong border.
At the border you will meet a representative in the main arrival hall, who will help
you through immigration and escort you to your traditional private boat for your
trip down the Mekong River.
The scenery along this part of the Mekong is arguably at its most beautiful. Enjoy
lunch on board as you journey downriver. You will stop at some tribal minority
villages such as the Hmong, Yao and Khmu along the way.

Upon arrival in Pakbeng, visit a local market where you will experience the daily
lifestyle of colourful hill tribe traders exchanging their goods.
Enjoy dinner at the hotel this evening.
Accommodation: Sanctuary Pakbeng Lodge
Meals: Lunch & Dinner
Day 47, Cruise to Luang Prabang
Continue the cruise down river to Luang Prabang. On the second leg of this journey you will pass areas of un-spoilt forest with small villages along the riverbanks
and perhaps the odd elephant or two with his mahout. You will also visit a fishing
village and a rice winemaking village and perhaps even taste some of the infamous beverage known as Lao Rice wine.
Enjoy lunch on board the boat. You also visit the Pak-Ou caves, where thousands
of Buddha statues are stored. Arrive in Luang Prabang around sunset where you
will be transferred to your hotel.

Accommodation: Sofitel Luang Prabang
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch
Day 48, Khouangsi Falls Visit
This morning rise early in preparation for your expedition to the waterfalls of Tat
Khouangsi, you will need to leave your hotel at around 08:30. Below the 90m
drop of the main cascade are a series of pools, connected by smaller falls and
cascades. At low water levels the water is an unbelievable turquoise colour, and
swimming in the lower pools is a great way to cool off.
On the walk through the forest to the falls, you will also pass the Free the Bears
project – home to a group of rescued Asiatic Black (Moon) Bears and one
Malayan Sun Bear. In the early afternoon they are often searching for food
hidden in their enriched environment enclosures. Or they may just be sleeping!
After you have enjoyed your lunch at the Butterfly Park restaurant (included), you
will cruise back to the UNESCO World Heritage town of Luang Prabang. You will
return at about 16:00.

Accommodation: Sofitel Luang Prabangbed

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch
Day 49, Early Morning Devotions & Bicycle Tour
Rise early and meet your guide at 05:30 to witness one of the most magical and
timeless scenes of Southeast Asia: hundreds of monks processing through the
streets of Luang Prabang accepting offerings of food from the local residents and
businesses. Rising early also gives the chance to wander through the fresh market on the way back to the hotel for breakfast.
After selecting your bicycle, you return to the UNESCO protected city centre to
appreciate its unspoiled Laotian-colonial fusion architecture, taking in notable
Buddhist temples: Wat Xiengthong, with its traditional roofs sweeping low to the
ground, the impressive stupa of Wat Visoun, Wat Sene, the city’s oldest temple,
and the shrines of Wat Aham and Wat Mai. Finish at the Royal Palace Museum.
Return at 12:00 and spend the afternoon at your leisure.
Accommodation: Sofitel Luang Prabang
Meals: Breakfast
Day 50, Fly to Siem Reap & Evening Circus
This morning, have a leisurely breakfast before being collected at 12:00 and driven back to the airport to get your flight to Siem Reap. One of our representatives
will be waiting for you when you land at 16:05 and escort you to Phum Baitang
where you can relax before your evening activity.
Tonight you have tickets to see Phare, The Cambodian Circus. Tightrope walkers,
contortionists and acrobats take to the stage for a dynamic artistic spectacle.
Blending visual arts, traditional music, modern dance and classic circus skills.
They have toured internationally to critical acclaim, assuring an impressive and
entertaining performance this evening. You will need to leave at 19:30 and will
return at 21:30.
Accommodation: Phum Baitang
Meals: Breakfast
Day 51, Angor Wat Sunrise & Exploration
Wake early and get picked up at 04:45 to watch the sunrise over the iconic lotus
towers of Angor Wat. Constructed over a period of 30 years during the reign of

King Suryavarman II [AD1113], by some measures it is the largest religious complex in the world. Originally a Hindu mountain temple aligned to the spring equinox, around the 16th century it was converted to a Theravada Buddhist monument, a capacity in which it continues today.
Explore the well preserved central complex and detailed bas-reliefs depicting
scenes from Hindu mythologies and battles of the ancient empire. The beauty in
balance and composition, combined with its sheer scale ensure Angkor Wat’s
place as the crowning achievement in Khmer art and architecture.
Return to your hotel for a late breakfast.
This afternoon you will be met by your guide at 14:00 and go and explore the
rural landscape around Siem Reap. Your guide will get you off the beaten track
and lead you between rice paddies, through woodland and back gardens by foot,
or boat or ox-cart to experience the best of the countryside around.
After a short drive from Siem Reap visit a colourful contemporary pagoda to learn
more about the importance of Buddhism in rural communities and seek a blessing
from the monks. We will enjoy seasonal fruits straight from the tree, and speak
to families who have specialised in baking sticky rice in bamboo for over 30 years.
Take an ox-cart ride through typical villages followed by a 20 minute easy walk to
bring you to the vast Western Baray. An impressive engineering feat, this manmade reservoir was once integral to the complex Angkorian rice irrigation system.
By boat you will reach villa Chandara, surrounded by rice paddies, across a
stream to the north of a village where tourists are rarely seen. This is a wonderful
spot to relax in the quiet of the countryside and enjoy sunset drinks (included).
While the chef prepares your dinner, you can take a wander across the levees of
the rice paddies, look for fish traps, or walk a short distance to a viewpoint over
the ancient reservoir, whilst listening to the elegance of traditional Khmer music
played by local musicians, before being seated for your evening meal.

Accommodation: Phum Baitang
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner

Day 52, Visit the Temples of the Forest
Today is another early wake up to meet your guide at 06:30 in your hotel to ensure you do not miss a thing.
The first thing on you agenda is visiting the more elusive temples of the forest.
First you will come to Srah Srang, a large Royal Bathing pool that was used for
ritual washings. Then on to Ta Prohm, a temple that was devoured by nature
when it was forgotten by man. Silk-cotton and strangler fig trees have taken root
in the loosened stones of the temple. Walk for 15 minutes through the forest to
reach Ta Nei, there is a strong chance that you will have this Angkor temple all to
yourselves. Pause for a light breakfast here.
End the morning at Ta Keo temple, known as the “mountain with bronze peaks”
and admire its five tiered pyramid structure. Return to Siam Reap.
This afternoon you will be met at 14:00 andvisit Angor Thom, the world’s largest
city in the 12th Century. Travel by road to the Victory Gate of Angkor Thom. You
have the choice of either walking along the path by the 8m high laterite city wall
(500m) to the Death Gate or continuing around by road.

En route to the Terrace of the Leper King, you can stop briefly to see an imposing
statue found in Bayon which is now displayed at Vihear Prampeilveng. Then head
to the atmospheric Preah Palilay and walk (1km) through the shaded parkland
behind the terraces, pass Phimeanakas with its lakes, and the imposing Baphuon
to finally reach Jayavarman’s state temple of Bayon at the centre of the city. Your
guide will point out the most interesting of the detailed bas reliefs illustrating everyday life in the Angkorian era.
Enjoy sunset drinks with a leisurely boat ride on the moat of Angkor Thom and
view hidden elements of the ancient Khmer water systems, whilst relaxing with a
Gin & Tonic in hand and accompanied by birdsong.
Accommodation: Phum Baitang
Meals: Breakfast

Day 53, Tonle Sap Lake and Evening flight to Hanoi
This morning depart Siem Reap at 07:00 on a 45-minute drive through beautiful
rural Cambodia along traditional dirt roads to the Port of Mechrey, a small rarely-

visited fishing village on the edge of the great lake. Here board a speciallydesigned shallow-drafted boat—originally used by park rangers to catch poachers—to enable you to reach the shallowest water areas and travel at speed.
Through near empty waterways with remnants of floating villages and flooded
forests all around, we zip across the water to the authentic village of Prek Toal, a
permanent floating settlement complete with church, schools and village stores. A
hive of activity, Preak Toal is the Tone Sap’s largest floating village and the jump
off point for the best birdlife spotting in the region (season dependent). From
herecircle out to the edge of the vast lake (which looks more like a sea) before
stopping for a picnic lunch. Interact with the local inhabitants as you explore life
unchanged for centuries on the lake. If you are lucky you may spot some migrating birdlife in this area.
Spend the day at your leisure before you are picked up at 15:30 and transferred
to the airport for your flight to Hanoi at 18:05. At Hanoi Noi Baui Airport you
guide will be waiting in the arrivals hall and will escort you to the hotel.
Spend the evening at your leisure.

Please Note: you will need a Visa to enter Vietnam. We recommend applying for
an e-visa, please refer to: www.vietnam-evisa.org
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole
Meals: Breakfast
Day 54, Full Day City Tour of Hanoi & Night Vespa Tour
It is suggested you have an early breakfast and depart at 08:00 this morning to
explore the charming city of Hanoi, often referred to as the ‘Paris of the East’,
with its yellow ochre colonial buildings, tree-lined boulevards and scenic lakes.
Visit the One Pillar Pagoda, a Buddhist temple built in 1049 of wood in the shape
of a lotus blossom and set on a single stone pillar. Visit to the Temple of Literature, Vietnam’s first national university built in the late 11th century. The picturesque temple is an example of well-preserved traditional Vietnamese architecture
and is featured on the back of the 100,000 Vietnamese dong banknote. Continue
to the Vietnamese Women’s Museum, offering broad insights into the people of
Vietnam, including its 54 ethnic groups, through the lens of women’s topics. Walk
through diverse exhibitions showcasing everything from street vendors and marriage to family life and traditional fashion.

Drive back to central Hanoi for a walking tour through the photogenic Old Quarter

where each street is named after the goods originally sold there, from silk to silver. Explore the fascinating maze of back streets, fronted by narrow houses
known as “tunnel” or “tube houses”, built to avoid taxes based on the width of
their frontage onto the street, a wonderfully eclectic glimpse into Hanoi street life.
Conclude your day by watching a water puppet performance, a uniquely northern
Vietnamese art form said to have originated in the flooded rice fields of the Red
River Delta where villagers entertained themselves by manipulating puppets over
the water.
Return to your hotel at around 15:30 so you can relax a bit before leaving again
at 17:00.
Then in the evening explore Hanoi by Vespa. The Vespa Night Tour starts at a
stylish local Café with a cocktail and a delicious snack from one of the nearby
night time vendors, before jumping on the back of the vintage Vespas. After
weaving through the magical, busy back streets of the Old Quarter, arrive at a
fascinating local joint, right on the railway tracks (literally!) where you can try
some infused rice wine and a Buffalo Jerky appetizer.
It’s back riding through the narrow streets again, as you head toward the next
foodie place, a lively local restaurant serving Bun Cha. This the quintessential,
must taste Hanoi dish of rice noodles, grilled pork and meatballs, with a side of
Nem (spring rolls). Simple but delicious.
Then head out of the Old Quarter and ride close by the lake toward your next
venue, which is very famous in the neighbourhood! Try the local specialty of Pho
Cuon, and learn the art of wrap ‘n’ roll, Vietnamese style, with these fresh & fragrant ingredients, and the Pho noodle!
A short ride on the Vespa takes you to the final port of call, next to the Opera
House. The halcyon days of the 1930’s may be over, however, this Jazz Club will
wow you with a truly unique blend of styles – 30’s style Jazz & traditional Vietnamese music!
Please note the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum is closed for maintenance from 15 June
– 15 August 2019 so no inside visits are allowed during this period.
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole
Meals: Breakfast

Day 55, Drive to Hai Phong & Board Ginger
At 09:30, depart Hanoi on the 2-hour drive to Hai Phong via the new highway
and over the longest bridge in South East Asia. Here you will be shown to your
new floating home, Ginger.
Enjoy a welcome drink upon boarding and become acquainted with the facilities
on board during the welcome briefing. You then begin your journey exploring one
of the new wonders of nature – Lan Ha Bay. Enjoy lunch in Ginger’s light-flooded
dining room, offering panoramic views of the passing scenery. Along the way,
you pass an ancient lighthouse, built by the French over 100 years ago. Head
deeper and further south into the karst maze of Lan Ha Bay. Lan Ha Bay is actually a part of Halong Bay that recently opened to the public.
During the cruise you can take a plunge in the pool or be pampered with a selection of treatments and massages in the Lady Ginger spa. You will disembark at
Viet Hai Village on Cat Ba Island where you will hop on bikes (electric car available) for a tour along small paved roads towards a quiet village nestled in a valley.
Meet and greet local villagers and see their daily routines at homes, school, and
work. Back on board, your chef will lead an interactive cooking class in the open
kitchen at the restaurant, where you will learn about the local ingredients and
traditional Vietnamese recipes.
After dinner you have the opportunity to go squid fishing (night-time is the best
time to catch them).
Accommodation: Ginger Cruise
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 56, Day Cruising & Flight to Saigon in the Evening
Wake up early and join a Tai Chi session on the sundeck to ease mind and body
into the day as the first rays of the sun touch the water. Coffee, tea and breakfast pastries await you in the dining room to start the new day.
Ginger begins cruising towards the secluded spot of Tra Bau. Here you will board
kayaks or bamboo boats and drift along the waters of the bay for a closer look at
the serene surroundings. Back on board, a heartier breakfast is served in the dining room (or on request served to your room) before you make the journey back
to the pier. At the pier you will be driven back to Hanoi to get your onward flight
to Saigon.

Accommodation: Hotel Des Arts
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 57, Visit Cu Chi Tunnels & City Highlights Tour
At 08:30 this morning, transfer to the Jetty and depart for the Cu Chi Tunnels.
Begin your private speedboat excursion and witness glittering skyscrapers and
busy commercial centres giving way to green fields and stilt houses along the
Saigon River. Arrive at the famous Cu Chi Tunnels, an immense network of connecting underground tunnels started in 1948 to protect the Viet Cong guerrillas
from the French air and ground sweeps. The tunnels also served as living quarters, communication and supply routes, and housed hospitals, food and weapons
caches. Touring the underground compounds will provide a better understanding
of the history of the tunnels, the hardship of life in the tunnels and the Vietnamese resilience during combat. Return by private speedboat to Saigon with a stop
en route for lunch at a local restaurant.
In the afternoon, visit the city highlights. With over eight million inhabitants and
four million motorbikes, Saigon is truly a city that never sleeps. Despite its modernity, Saigon maintains a strong link to the past and our city tour takes in some of
Saigon’s most historic landmarks including the Notre Dame Cathedral, a red brick
edifice with twin spires constructed from materials imported from France
(entrance is only permitted when no services are being performed).
Then head across the square to the Central Post Office, completed in 1891. A
short drive away is the former Presidential Palace, the headquarters of the Saigon
Government during the American War. Continue to the War Remnants Museum
for a vivid perspective of the American War through the eyes of the Vietnamese.
(Please note that some of the displays are very graphic.) Experience Saigon’s
famed street coffee culture while your guide provides a brief language lesson as
well as insights into daily life of a Saigonese before returning to your hotel.

(Duation: Approx. 4 Hours)
Accommodation: Hotel Des Arts
Meals: Breakfast
Day 58 International Flight to Semarang via Jakarta
This morning you will be driven to the airport to catch your international flight to
Semarang via Jakarta. At Jakarta airport you will have a short layover before the
domestic flight to Semarang.

At the airport, exit into the arrival area where you will be met by your guide and
transferred to MesaStila (approx. 1 hour 30 minutes).
Accommodation: MesaStila
Meals: Breakfast
Day 59, Candi Umbul Trekking
Today, you will be picked up at 09:00 and head out to the Royal Baths of Candi
Umbul. This little sleepy Javanese village can be reached by walking from the
resort, following the abandoned train tracks of the old plantation trains. Its warm
water, which comes directly from the volcanic reservoirs, is still considered sacred
for the Javanese.
Enjoy a light lunch whilst bathing in the thermal baths.
The afternoon is at your leisure.
Accommodation: MesaStila
Meals: Breakfast
Day 60, Borobudur Tour
Wake up early this morning to reach Borobudur for sunrise, leaving your hotel
around 03:30—04:00 (exact time to be confirmed nearer the date). This is the
most mystical time to see the temple as sun rises over the structure in the tranquil morning air. Explore this massive Buddhist Temple - the largest in the world and discover the history behind its construction. Comprised of thousands of volcanic and river stone blocks, the temple was assembled entirely by human labour
and took more than 75 years to complete.
The ‘cosmic mandala’ of Borobudur is both an intellectual path to Enlightenment
and a sacred mountain of an ineffable spiritual energy. This great Buddhist shrine
has 10 levels (at the moment you can go up to level 6) to pronounce the sacred
number of Buddhist rituals and moral stories beautifully sculptured on its walls
and balustrades.
Accommodation: MesaStila
Meals: Breakfast

Day 61, Fly to Pangkalan Bun & Board your Houseboat
Your guide will pick you up at 09:30 and drive you to Semarang airport to get
your flight to Pangkalan Bun which departs at 13:05.
Upon arrival at the airport, you will be driven direct to Kumai for 20 minutes to
board the Sekonyer. The boat is a traditional Klotok wooden river boat about 19m
by 3.5m with cabin deck below and a upper deck where you can view the mangroves and rain forest as it glides by. The cabin deck has 3 air-conditioned cabins, each with a bathroom. The guide’s team includes the boatman, a cook and
expert guide.
In the afternoon you will slowly explore the quiet river while observing the wildlife. You will see proboscis or long nose monkeys, long tail macaque, and birds
along the riverside. You will also visit Tanjung Harapan rehabilitation centre and
witness orangutan feeding time at 15.00.
Enjoy dinner on the boat.
Accommodation: Sekonyer Houseboat
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 62, Camp Leakey & Cruising on your houseboat
After breakfast, cruise the waterways in the park through tea coloured water to
see the reflections of the vegetation along the river. You may even see fresh water crocodiles!
After lunch on board, visit Camp Leakey, the research and information centre and
where the older orangutans are reintroduced into the rain forest. From the centre, set off on an easy trek through the tropical rainforest to see orangutans,
birds and other rainforest animals and jungle plants. Keep an eye out for noisy
gibbons, deer and wild boar.
Accommodation: Sekonyer Houseboat
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 63, Fly to Denpasar via Semarang
The boat will return you to Kumai where you will be collected and transferred
back to Pangkalan Bun airport.

Then board your flight to Semarang where you change on to a flight for Denpasar
which will arrive at 16:35. Upon arrival your guide will greet you and transfer you
to your hotel in Ubud.
Accommodation: Chedi Club
Meals: Breakfast
Day 64, Mountain Biking & Tegenungan Waterfalls
After being picked up at your hotel at roughly 07:30, you will be driven in to Penelokan(Kintamani) where breakfast will be served overlooking the active volcano, Mt. Batur and its crater lake.
A short drive after breakfast and you are off on your mountain bikes through the
heartland of Bali, travelling downhill on non-tourist, secret back roads and minor
village roads experiencing a typical Balinese daily life and enjoying the Balinese
countryside. You’ll ride through lush forested areas, plantations full of Balinese
staples and cash crops (cloves, coffee, cocoa, vanilla, tapioca, taro, local vegetables and exotic tropical fruits).
You’ll have numerous stops on the way, including a visit to; A Balinese home
where you get to see first-hand how the Balinese live outside the tourist areas.
On to Balinese plantation, where you learn of the medicinal and culturally important uses of local plants, the process of making coffee and see many of the
spices you have used in cooking and tropical fruits growing in their natural environment. You’ll also get to sample many exotic tropical fruits, local herbal teas
and coffees, including Coffee Luwak, the unusually produced and most expensive
coffee in the world. Along the way you will stop at a village temple, an enormous
Banyan tree as well as plenty of rice paddy fields, where you can see villagers
planting and harvesting this staple product.
After lunch, your guide will take you on a hike to the waterfalls of Tegenungan. A
fresh and pure water channel that comes from the mountains toward the North
Coast of Bali. Around the Tegenungan waterfall you will enjoy a Balinese traditional meal cooked by native people. Return to the hotel in the evening.
Accommodation: Chedi Club
Meals: Breakfast

Day 65, White Water Rafting on the Ayung River
After an early breakfast you will be collected around 08:45 and taken for a halfday rafting trip on the Ayung River just outside of town. This easy, two-hour trip
requires no previous rafting experience and traverses some of the most dramatic
scenery on the island including passing through eight miles of deep mountain
gorges, wild jungles, picturesque rice paddies and thundering waterfalls.
For the most part it is a relaxing journey through beautiful country but there are
a few thrilling white water sections up to class III.

Note: this activity is on a shared basis.
Accommodation: Chedi Club
Meals: Breakfast
Day 66, Fly to Perth & Begin your Australian Adventure
This morning the guide will meet you at 08:00 and take you to the airport to
begin your Australian travels.
Accommodation: COMO The Treasury
Meals: Breakfast

-----

Laterally sleeping...

The Siam Hotel, Bangkok
The Siam is located on the Bangkok side of the Chao Praya River, at the base of
Krung Thon Bridge in the historic Dusit district. This area is home to all of Bangkok’s
must-see cultural sights. At The Siam, prepare to be treated to a cultural experience
like no other, with sublime service and the river as a focal point of your stay. Rediscover the bliss of life in the slower lane. All rooms are outfitted with plush furnishings and luxury amenities. Each suite is individually designed with a unique theme
drawing on Thai life through the ages as well as original turn of the century oriental
artwork and antiquities.
www.thesiamhotel.com

Anantara Golden Triangle Resort, Chiang Rai
The Anantara Golden Triangle is located just outside the Thai border town of Chiang
Saen, in the heart of the Golden Triangle. The subtle architecture blends perfectly
with the rural surroundings and marvelous views can be enjoyed from the rooms, social areas and swimming pool where you may spot the elephants bathing below. The
Mahout Camp is a highlight where you can learn from local elephant handlers the
commands and rituals of caring for these enormous beasts. The service is professional
yet relaxed complementing fine dining and luxurious rooms.
www.goldentriangle.anantara.com
Sanctuary Pakbeng Lodge, Laos
Sitting on the banks of the Mekong, the Sanctuary Pakbeng Lodge is midway between
the World Heritage Town of Luang Prabang, and Huay Xai, the main border crossing
between Northern Thailand and Northern Laos. Both towns are reachable by boat,
within a day.
The Lodge has 20 rooms all facing the river with private balconies. The hotel also has
it’s own botanical garden, two bars (Sunset & Moonlight) with partnering restaurant,
as well as a spa and badminton and volleyball courts.
www.sanctuaryhotelsandresorts.com/english/main/pakbeng/about/

...sleeping Laterally
Sofitel Luang Prabang, Luang Prabang
Sofitel Luang Prabang, located in a refurbished French colonial fort, is one of Luang
Prabang's most historic luxury hotels. Sofitel Luang Prabang is an all-suite property
with 23 suites and pool suites, all designed in contemporary style with a bathtub, free
Wi-Fi, flat-screen TV, DVD player and iPod, as well as a private terrace/garden area.
An all-day dining restaurant serves classic Lao cuisine, and the colonial-style bar is a
great spot to enjoy a cocktail by the fireplace. The hotel also has a spa and library.
www.sofitel-luangprabang.com/

Phum Baitang, Siem Reap
The retreat is set among eight hectares of tropical gardens around fifteen minutes
from downtown Siem Reap. The resort's forty-five traditionally designed villas each
reflect Cambodia's rich heritage, with twenty benefiting from their own private plunge
pool. Aside from the villas the resort offers guests a wide range of amenities including a spacious pool area, tranquil spa, two restaurants and a cocktail lounge set within a one hundred year old Cambodian farmhouse.
www.zannierhotels.com/phumbaitang/en/

Sofitel Legend Metropole, Hanoi
Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi is an award-winning colonial and neo-classical hotel
located in the heart of the old city. The hotel offers 364 rooms and suites together
with French, Vietnamese and Italian restaurants, three bars, seven function rooms, a
heated swimming pool, the luxurious Le Spa du Metropole, complementary Wi-Fi and
a unique Path of History tour.
www.sofitel-legend-metropole-hanoi.com/

Ginger Houseboat
Ginger hosts only 12 suites, all naturally light-flooded and with well-sized balconies.
Ginger expresses her elegance with warm timber floors, marble bathrooms and distinguished design themes that interlace the long-lasting traditions of Northern Vietnam paired with contemporary accents. Ginger has it’s own pool on the terrace
deck as well as a bar & restaurant and also a spa.
www.heritage-line.com/cruise/ginger/

Laterally sleeping...
Hotel Des Arts, Saigon
Hotel des Arts Saigon MGallery Collection is a modern boutique-style hotel which is
located on the periphery of District 1. It is a five minute walk from the Notre Dame
Cathedral and the city's old post office. The theme is continued in the hotel itself
where the modern chic-style is complemented nicely by touches of old Indochina. It
has 168 rooms with facilities including two restaurants, a fitness centre, restaurant,
art-café and rooftop lounge bar and the city’s highest rooftop pool.
www.hoteldesartssaigon.com
MesaStila, Java
MesaStila is set within an area of outstanding natural beauty; only 45 minutes from
the world renowned Borobudur Temple. The property has twenty-three unique villas
set within an area of twenty-two hectares of outstanding natural beauty; surrounded
by cooling highland-air, eight mountains, tropical gardens and lush vegetation. Built
within a charming coffee plantation producing up to seven tons of coffee a year, the
true magnificence of MesaStila is in its spectacular setting and its Hammam Spa.
www.mesahotelsandresorts.com/mesastila
Sekonyer Houseboat
The KM Sekonyer is 18-meters in length and 3-meters wide, and has a traditional local
klotok hull. It has three air-conditioned cabins with mosquito netting. The upper viewing deck is completely open, and is furnished with comfortable rattan furniture and a
dining table. Cruises are accompanied by five crew and an English-speaking guide.
www.wowborneo.com/our-boats/sekonyer/
The Chedi Club, Ubud
Just outside the artists’ village of Ubud, the former estate of Hendra Hadiprana, one of
Indonesia’s most respected art collectors has been transformed into an intimate retreat with twenty individual villas, each one featuring original Balinese artworks from
his collection. The rustic chic five-hectare property offers an authentic backdrop to
one of Bali’s most dramatic performances, the Kecak dance – performed at the resort’s very own amphitheatre. Those seeking serenity and rejuvenation will find both
in abundance at The Spa, nestled at one edge of the seemingly endless paddy fields.

www.ghmhotels.com/en/tanah-gajah

