South America explored, Laterally
Because I’ve always wanted to...
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In a Nutshell...
Day 1 - Overnight flight to Buenos Aires

Day 26 - Drive to Patagonia Park (153km) & Transfer to Estancia Chacabuco

Day 2 - Arrival in Buenos Aires. Afternoon Introduction & transfer to Legado Mitico Hotel

Day 27 - Trekking in Patagonia Park. Estancia Chacabuco

Day 3 - Biking Palermo & Recoleta. Evening Tango. Legado Mitico Hotel

Day 28 - Trekking in Patagonia Park. Estancia Chacabuco

Day 4 - Hidden Buenos Aires. Legado Mitico Hotel

Day 29 - Drive to Puerto Tranquilo (109km) & Onwards to Cerro Castillo (122km).

Day 5 - Fly to Ushuaia & Overnight at Arakur Hotel

Hosteria La Casona de la Mary

Day 6 - Antarctica Expedition Cruise Embarkation. Polar Latitudes

Day 30 - Drive to Balmaceda (72km) & Fly to Santiago. Check-into Luciano K

Day 7 - Drake Passage. Polar Latitudes

Day 31 - Discover Santiago. Luciano K

Day 8 - Drake Passage. Polar Latitudes

Day 32 - To the Wine Region & Casa Lapostolle

Day 9 - Antarctica. Polar Latitudes

Day 33 - Wine Region at leisure. Casa Lapostolle

Day 10 - Antarctica. Polar Latitudes

Day 34 - Wine Region at leisure. Casa Lapostolle

Day 11 - Antarctica. Polar Latitudes

Day 35 - Fly to Calama, Atacama Desert & Transfer to Alto Atacama

Day 12 - Antarctica. Polar Latitudes

Day 36 - Desert Explorations. Alto Atacama

Day 13 - Antarctica. Polar Latitudes

Day 37 - Desert Explorations. Alto Atacama

Day 14 - Drake Passage. Polar Latitudes

Day 38 - Desert Explorations. Alto Atacama

Day 15 - Drake Passage. Polar Latitudes

Day 39 - Transfer from San Pedro de Atacama to Purmamarca & Stay at Marques de Tojo

Day 16 - Ushuaia Disembarkation & fly to El Calafate. Eolo Hotel

Day 40 - Purmamarca - Uquia - Humahuaca - Purmamarca. Marques de Tojo

Day 17 - Perito Moreno Glacier Mini-trekking. Eolo Hotel

Day 41 - Drive from Purmamarca to Salta & Transfer at Legado Mitico Salta

Day 18 - Start the Patagonian Trip & Stay at Hosteria El Pilar

Day 42 - Salta City. Legado Mitico Salta

Day 19 - Trekking Mount Fitz Roy. Hosteria El Pilar

Day 43 - Fly to Puerto Iguacu, Waterfalls & Stay at Das Cataratas Hotel

Day 20 - Transfer from El Pilar to Aguas Arriba Lodge

Day 44 - Explore the Argentinian Falls. Das Cataratas Hotel

Day 21 - Aguas Arriba Lodge at leisure

Day 45 - Fly to Rio & Transfer to Copacabana Palace

Day 22 - Aguas Arriba Lodge at leisure

Day 46 - Rio de Janeiro – Corcovado & Sugarloaf. Copacabana Palace

Day 23 - Cross into Chile as far as Candelario Mancilla & Basic Overnight

Day 47 - Rio at leisure. Copacabana Palace

Day 24 - Continue to Villa O’Higgins & Stay at Robinson Crusoe Lodge

Day 48 - Homebound

Day 25 - Drive to Tortel (154km). Entre Hielos Lodge

Day 49 - Welcome home
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Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1 - Overnight flight to Buenos Aires
Depart Heathrow on an overnight direct flight to Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In-flight meals
Day 2 - Arrival in Buenos Aires. Afternoon Introduction
Welcome to Argentina. Upon arrival you will be transferred to your hotel for a 3night stay.
Buenos Aires is one of the most captivating cities in South America. With its wide
boulevards, elegant parks, majestic buildings and varied cultural riches, Buenos
Aires is the most European of all South American cities: the Paris of the South.
Skyscrapers tower alongside sumptuous mansions and century-old colonial buildings. Theatres, museums and art galleries abound. And, for thousands of tangolovers across the globe, this is the epicentre of dance.

At around 2.00pm this afternoon, meet your guide in the hotel lobby for an introduction to Buenos Aires. Highlights of the city’s fascinating neighbourhoods include
Monserrat, home to Buenos Aires’s finest architecture, including Casa Rosada (a
bubble-gum-pink Government House), the Catedral, the cemetery in Recoleta
where Eva Peron’s elegant tomb was finally laid to rest. En route, you may like to
stop for a café cortado at the fin de siècle-inspired Café Tortoni, Argentina’s oldest
coffee house.
Accommodation: Legado Mitico
Meals: None
Day 3 - Biking Palermo & Recoleta. Evening Tango
At around 9.00am this morning enjoy a guided bike tour around Palermo neighbourhood with its elegant residences framed by wide green areas & Recoleta, the most
sophisticated suburb in Buenos Aires.
In the evening, enjoy a tango show at the glamorous ‘Rojo Tango’ show in El Caberet, located inside the uniquely styled Faena Hotel in Puerto Madero.

Accommodation: Legado Mitico
Meals: Breakfast

Day 4 - Hidden Buenos Aires
Beyond the standard glimpses of Buenos Aires, another city remains unveiled. A
visit to some of the “forgotten” neighbourhoods that are away from the tourist
circuits and that - nevertheless - preserve amazing stories and gorgeous buildings. Barracas, Nueva Pompeya, Parque Patricios and Boedo are the urban
grounds of old factories, street murals, secret societies, working class projecthousings, remarkable churches, parks, bridges, traditional bars and significant
people. As a journey that grasps both to the past and present of the workingclass sectors, this tour rediscovers the leading parts of workers, immigrants,
tramways, railroads, tango and soccer in the city’s historical script.
Duration: 4 hrs.
Journey: Masonic logia house, Hipólito Yrigoyen Station (1st Stop), Barracas,
Lanín passageway (2nd Stop), Florentino Ameghino park, Parque Patricios and
Nueva Pompeya districts, Nuestra Sra. de Pompeya Church (3rd Stop), Alsina
bridge, Boedo Avenue (4th Stop), Margot and Manzi cafes.
Accommodation: Legado Mitico
Meals: Breakfast

Day 5 - Fly to Ushuaia
Transfer to the airport in Buenos Aires for a flight south to Ushuaia. The world’s
most southerly city is the gateway for cruises to Antarctica. Stay the night in the
city before heading off on your Antarctic voyage tomorrow. The remainder of
today is free to relax, or enjoy the Argentinean leather markets and succulent lamb dishes make Patagonia famous, as you explore the southernmost
town in the world. The optional evening briefing is a great opportunity for you to
ask questions and to meet some of your fellow travellers.
ADVENTURE OPTIONS:
KAYAKING: $695 pp
CAMPING: $125 pp
The above is an 11 night / 12 day cruise packages. The first night is in Ushuaia
and you arrive back in Ushuaia in the early hours. 10 nights are spent on the
ship.

Cabin Included Services:
Services
•

World-Class Cuisine

•

Complimentary Wine or Beer with Dinner

•

Live Entertainment

•

Complimentary Coffee/Tea station

•

Voyage Photographer

•

On-board MD and Facilities

•

Dedicated Passenger Service Manager

•

Pre-voyage hotel night

•

Complimentary Expedition Jacket

All Suites Feature
•

Exterior views

•

Your choice of queen-sized or two twin-sized beds

•

Sitting area with sofa and side chair

•

Flat Screen TV with DVD/CD player

•

Telephone

•

Independent temperature controls

•

Mini-Bar

•

Marble-appointed bathroom with fine toiletries

•

Hair dryer

•

220 square feet or more

•

Sofa can be converted to bed for third person

Accommodation: Arakur Hotel
Meals: Breakfast
Day 6 - Antarctica Expedition Cruise Embarkation
Morning free to explore Ushuaia until a mid-afternoon transfer to the ship, where
you will be greeted by the Expedition Team and ship’s officers at a safety and
orientation briefing followed by the Captain’s welcome dinner. After dinner, relax
and take in the mountainous scenery on an early evening sail down the Beagle
Channel past Magellanic penguin, Rock Cormorant and Sea Lion colonies.

Accommodation: Polar Latitudes, Hebridean Sky ship
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Days 7-8 - Drake Passage
Among the wildlife spotting opportunities as you sail south are the Albatrosses,
Prions, and Petrels that frequently follow the ship. The Expedition Team will be
out on deck as well, looking for the whales and dolphins that may also be seen in
the area. Expert guides will begin the presentation series with informative and
entertaining presentations on the wildlife, history, and geology of Antarctica.

Helpful briefings on environmental regulations and expedition safety will also be
held in the comfortable presentation hall. The length of the journey depends on
sea conditions, but you should approach the South Shetland Islands of the Antarctic Peninsula in the evening of Day 4.
Accommodation: Polar Latitudes, Hebridean Sky ship
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Days 9-13 - Antarctica
The land of superlatives, Antarctica! Your itinerary will be planned around weather, ice and opportunity.
The route will stress the most scenic bays and channels of the Peninsula with
stops at penguin rookeries, seal wallows, bird colonies and whale feeding areas
as well as sites of historic and scientific interest. The trip may include picturesque
Neko Harbor, sheltered Paradise Harbor, the Humpback whale favored Wilhelmina Bay, the striking Lemaire Channel, the wildlife-filled Penola Channel, or the
majestic Neumayer Channel. You may stop at an active scientific base such as
Poland’s Arctowksi or Ukraine’s Vernadskiy as well as an historic base such as
U.K.’s Port Lockroy or Wordie House.
Adelie, Chinstrap and Gentoo penguins abound, and Weddell, Crabeater and Elephant seals are often found hauled out to rest along with predatory Leopard seals
and the aggressive Antarctic Fur seal. Minke and Humpback whales are frequent
visitors in the late season and Orca sightings are also common.
Accommodation: Polar Latitudes, Hebridean Sky ship
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Days 14-15 - Drake Passage
Continue the presentation series and wildlife spotting as you sail back to Ushuaia
and reflect on beautiful Antarctica and its fragile future. Arrive at Ushuaia in the
early hours.
Accommodation: Polar Latitudes, Hebridean Sky ship
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 16 - Ushuaia Disembarkation & fly to El Calafate
The morning disembarkation allows you to catch a flight to El Calafate and the
next stage of your adventure. On arrival in El Calafate, a representative from Eolo
will meet you and transfer you (potentially with other guests) to the hotel.
Eolo includes:
•

All meals - buffet breakfast, lunch or box lunch, tea & dinner.

•

Soft drinks only during meals.

•

Transfer out to Calafate Airport.

•

Use of the pool, sauna, TV room, library.

•

Private guide for outdoor activities inside the Estancia Eolo (trekking, birdwatching, mountain-bike).

Accommodation: Eolo Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 17 - Perito Moreno Glacier Mini-trekking
You will be picked up from your hotel by a private transfer and guide, who will
take you along the shores of Lago Argentino up to the Brazo Rico (the narrowest
point between the lake shore and the advancing glacier). From here, witness a
spectacular view of the glacier and a chance to walk around to view the Canal de
los Tempanos with all the floating icebergs. You will then be transferred to the
jetty for a 20 minute (approx) boat ride on the lake which will give you the
chance to get closer to the calving face of the glacier. The boat will take you to
the shore next to the glacier where you disembark for a mini trekking expedition.
This is a unique opportunity to don your crampons and walk on the glacier
under the supervision of experienced guides. Late return to your hotel by private
transfer.

Note 1: max age for glacier mini-trekking is 65 years old.
Note 2: today’s Mini-trekking is done with a small group however transfers are
provided on a private basis.
Note 3: remember to request a box lunch from Eolo to take with you on today’s
excursion.
Accommodation: Eolo Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 18 - Patagonian Trip
You will be captivated by the stunning landscapes of Patagonia with its vast oldgrowth forests, granite formations, massive glaciers, fjords, wild rivers, clear
lakes and waterfalls. It is the epitome of natural beauty.
On this trip, you will spend 11 days on a road trip with chauffeured transfers in
Argentina and self-drive in Chile (with options for hiking, rafting and biking)
through the wilderness. Winding its way through the region of Aysén, the Carretera Austral is the “last frontier” that remains very sparsely populated, so this
trip attracts both adventurous travellers and those in search of solitude.

Today’s chauffeured transfer takes you from El Calafate to El Chalten, drive time
is around 2.5-3 hours.
Accommodation: Hosteria El Pilar
Meals: Breakfast
Day 19 - Trekking Mount Fitz Roy
Following breakfast, set out on a six-hour hike (route may vary to this description) to the Laguna de los Tres, for one of the closest views of Mount Fitz Roy.
Mount Fitz Roy, which measures 3,375m in altitude, is the highest spire in a compact range of granite peaks in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares and Argentine
Patagonia’s most famous sight. Its original name, Chaltén, means “smoking
mountains” in Tehuelche dialect which was earned because the top always appears as if it’s surrounded by clouds, giving it a smoking volcano appearance. The
view is breath-taking. From the path, you’ll also have extraordinary views of the
lake and of the Glaciar de los Tres.
Afterwards, you’ll be transferred back to Hosteria El Pilar for the evening.
Accommodation: Hosteria El Pilar
Meals: Breakfast

Day 20 - Transfer from El Pilar to Aguas Arribas
Today is a more leisurely day. You will be transferred around 45 minutes to
Aguas Arriba, a luxurious lodge located by the Lago del Desierto, only 5km from
the Chilean border. It is known for its unbeatable and majestic view of the
Vespignani Glacier.
This afternoon you may like to hike on the other side of Lago del Desierto to the
Huemul Glacier. Hike through verdant woods on this one-hour climb before
reaching the glacier and its stunning sky-blue lagoon at the base.
Accommodation: Aguas Arriba
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Days 21-22 - Aguas Arriba at leisure
Hiking and activities at Aguas Arriba. Or enjoy a little down time prior to the hike
through to Villa O’Higgins.
Accommodation: Aguas Arriba
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 23 - Cross into Chile as far as Candelario Mancilla
Pickup from Aguas Arriba Lodge to take a 45 minute boat ride* to the northern
shore of Lago El Desierto.
* Included but please speak to the lodge to reconfirm timings 24 hours before.
Upon arrival at the shore of Lago del Desierto, head to the Argentina immigration
procedures "Gendarmería".
Start trekking with your guide and porters until “Hito Chileno”. From Hito
Chileno, set off on a 23km trek to Candelario Mancilla - the trek is mostly downhill
and is broken down as follows:
In Argentina:
6.1 Km. Trekking approx 3 hours (depending on the weather and the path conditions). The first 2km are narrow and steep - pushing only. The rest is undulating
with several streams to cross until you reach the border.

In Chile:
17 Km. Trekking approx. 4 hours on a regular gravel road. Easy for trekking. The
last 6 km is downhill and caution should be exercised near the cliff edges.
Arriving in Candelario Mancilla and complete the Chilean border formalities at Carabineros de Chile in Township.
Camping or simple lodge in Candelario Mancilla area for the night.
Key Notes:


This first part of the trip can only be reconfirmed about 1 month before
departure due to logistics in the area.



Essential to leave Aguas Arriba by 8.30am.



Trekking time is approx. 7 hours to complete the 23km trek.



The distance is 23 km that has to be trekked. The first part in Argentina
goes through the forest and the second part in Chile is more plain territory
with the last part downhill trekking. The total time for the trekking depends very much on the climatic conditions and the physical conditions of
the travellers. Have in mind, that it is Patagonia, so the weather is unpredictable, and you can experience all 4 seasons of the year in one day. Be
prepared, dress in layers and have appropriate rain protection.



The weather conditions also affect the boat for the crossing. In case of bad
weather conditions, the boat will not be operating. Bear in mind that it is a
very remote area, which means there is no mobile phone reception and no
services of any kind in Candelario Mancilla. This is a real adventure and in
the event of bad weather conditions, you could be stuck in Candelario
Mancilla without communication.



Regarding the boat/ferry crossing tomorrow, some additional remarks: In
case it cannot operate the day before you arrive and there are already other travellers waiting from the day before, the other travellers would get
priority boarding as the assumption is that they are running out of supplies
which in the worst-case scenario means a second night of camping in Candelario Mancilla.



Porters will carry 20kg each. Two porters are included.

Note - your guide for the hike is Agustin Calvetti and he will take care of all arrangements and logistics.

Accommodation: Overnight Camping - Basic Tent OR Simple Lodge Sleeping Bag, Roll Mat included.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 24 - Continue to Villa O’Higgins
Morning at leisure for walks around the area until departure of the ferry in the
afternoon (normally around 5.30pm, please see notes for ferry).
Your Guide will have the up-to-date information about Ferry departures that day.

Key Notes:
•

The Lago O’Higgins ferry crossing schedule during the 2018 season is Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday. The ferry departure for the current
season is at 5:30pm from Candelario Mancilla Port. Ferry schedule is subject to changes and subject to weather conditions. Any local changes will
be handled by your guide and communicated locally.

•

Ferry arrival in Villa O’Higgins at 8:15pm. The ferry crossing is around 2
hours, 45 minutes.

•

Ferry timings based on operation with “Quetru” Ferry, if crossing with other
slower ferry Boats, the crossing may take up to 4 hours.

•

Overnight in Robinson Crusoe Lodge in Villa O’Higgins.

•

Between Robinson Crusoe Lodge and Entre Hielos in Caleta Tortel, you
have to take a ferry which only transports 14 vehicles at a time. The first
ferry departs at 11.00am (Rio Bravo to Puerto Yungay). It cannot be reserved or paid for in advance. The service is free of charge.

Accommodation: Robinson Crusoe Lodge
Meals: Breakfast
Day 25 - Drive to Tortel (154km)
Pickup your car rental today and drive about 4 hours along the Carretera Austral
to Caleta Tortel - Ferry Time from Rio Bravo to Puerto Yungay included (one hour
with wait-time). This small fishing village, which is situated at the mouth of the
Baker River between two ice fields, is a national monument and an isolated look
at the past. There are no roads (just boardwalks and sidewalks) or wi-fi, so
disconnection is a must.
On each side of the road there are lush green mountains dotted with waterfalls,
views of the curving river below in the canyon, and often, condors flying overhead.

Notes


Meet local host with rental car and self - drive information. You will then be
on your own for the next few days until you return the car in Balmaceda.



Hertz Category G TOYOTA RAV 4 OR SIMILAR, from Robinson Crusoe
Lodge pick - up on Feb 7th and drop off at Balmaceda Airport on Feb 12th:
with GPS.



We recommend you take a small bag, just with necessary items for your
stay at Entre Hielos Lodge, as transporting suitcases to the Lodge is not
easy. Caleta Tortel is a place where you have to walk quite a bit, going up
and down through possibly slippery steps.



In Caleta Tortel, electricity is being rationed. This affects the continuity of
electrical service at certain hours of the day, although there is an emergency generator.



The electrical service schedule is as follows: Monday to Friday: From 7:00
to 10:00 a.m. and from 20:00 to 24:00.



Saturday and Sunday: From 10:00 a.m. to 13:00 and from 20:00 to 24:00.



The drinking water supply system in Caleta Tortel is very fragile, and sometimes experiences power outages.

**For dinner reservations at Entre Hielos Lodge Tortel, please provide notice in
advance indicating whether you require some special request or food, and reporting if you have any food allergies.**
Accommodation: Entre Hielos Lodge
Meals: Breakfast
Day 26 - Drive to Patagonia Park (153km)
Drive around 4 hours to Estancia Chacabuco in Patagonia National Park.
* Note - We recommend you purchase some snacks in Cochrane for the journey
and stock up drinks/snacks as the location of Estancia Chacabuco is remote.
The Patagonia Park was created by Kristine and Douglas Tompkins to protect 2.2
million acres they purchased as part of their Conservacion Patagonica project.
Located in the Chacabuco Valley, the park is home to the highest levels of biodiversity in the Aysen region – you’ll likely spot huemul deer, pumas, condors and
many endemic plants. The Park not only has a focus on environmental sustainability, but also on community engagement; many of the park rangers and conser-

vation workers are former gauchos who have taken specialised training to develop into these roles.

Important note: Power at Chacabuco runs from 7:00 a.m. to midnight. Internet
access is very limited.
Accommodation: Estancia Chacabuco
Meals: Breakfast
Day 27 - Trekking in Patagonia Park
La Vega Trail (low difficulty) - Independent Trek, no guide.
For a pleasant walk, head out to the La Vega Trail, which starts behind the
Lodge. The trail winds through the valley before arriving at the West Winds
Campground, the first main campground of the park. Stop at the organic farm
and greenhouse, and pass by the historic Valle Chacabuco cemetery. You
can return by the same trail or take the road that leads to the campground.
Round trip is approximately 7 km (4.5 miles).
Accommodation: Estancia Chacabuco
Meals: Breakfast
Day 28 - Trekking in Patagonia Park
Lago Chico Loop (intermediate) - Independent Trek, no guide.
In the eastern sector of the Chacabuco Valley, the Lago Chico area has spectacular views of Lago Cochrane and Mt. San Lorenzo. Drive up the valley approximately 45 km (28 miles) until you reach the second road on the right (south) side
of the road. Take this road up the hill to a parking area approximately 7 km (4.5
miles). From there, head out on the 12-km (7.5-mile) loop trail around Lago Chico or enjoy a shorter stroll to a scenic overlook.
Accommodation: Estancia Chacabuco
Meals: Breakfast
Day 29 - Drive to Puerto Tranquilo (109km) & Onwards to Cerro Castillo
(122km)
Set off on a drive along the Carretera Austral to Puerto Tranquilo. Drive north
passing by the outstanding landscape with Cerro Castillo in the distance. The
drive time is around 2.5 hours. Consider stopping in the town of Puerto Tranquilo
for lunch. An optional visit can be made to the Marble Caves.

This afternoon continue by road another 2.5 hours approx. (122km) to Hosteria
La Casona de la Mary in Cerro Castillo.

Address: Cruce Bajada Ibañez, km 1 ½, Camino Ibañez, Cerro Castillo.
(Very simple lodging and no official website)
Tel: +56 96 2244725
Driving Notes:
Between Puerto Murta and Cerro Castillo you will run into some roadworks and
the road can be very narrow with lots of tight corners and bends. Please drive
cautiously.
Accommodation: Hosteria La Casona de la Mary
Meals: Breakfast
Day 30 - Drive to Balmaceda (72km) & Fly to Santiago

*You are advised to leave by 8.00am at the latest as although the distance is not
huge, the weather can be very changeable and there are some steep ascents.
Drive around 60 minutes to the airport in Balmaceda for a flight to Santiago. Here
I suggest a couple of nights in the city for a little return to civilisation.
The towering Andes provide an awesome backdrop for the sprawling metropolis
of Santiago. The population of than five million spreads from the compact city.
The city is a curious mix of skyscrapers and 19th-century European architecture,
with some Spanish adobe bungalows thrown in for good measure. There are numerous green areas, busy markets, and quaint old squares. Street life is vibrant,
and in Lastarria district, numerous chic cafes are found. Santiago exudes an aura
of health and wealth in the inner city and fashionable suburbs.
Accommodation: Luciano K
Meals: Breakfast
Day 31 - Discover Santiago
This morning, enjoy a half day privately guided walking tour of Santiago’s historic
centre. Santiago is a charming, sophisticated city of contrasts set in the foothills
of the Andes. To learn about its rich history, you'll visit the capital's most important sites including the historic downtown area surrounding the Plaza de Armas.

Accommodation: Luciano K
Meals: Breakfast
Day 32 - To the Wine Region
At the agreed time, meet your driver in the hotel lobby and transfer to a wine
lodge for a 3 night stay. The drive time is 2-2.5 hours to Casa Lapostolle.
Casa Lapostolle: Alexandra Marnier Lapostolle, great-granddaughter of the creator of Grand Marnier, is the force behind Viña Lapostolle, with a winery and hotel
nestled in the hills overlooking Chile’s spectacular Apalta Vineyards in the Colchagua Valley.
Casa Lapostolle half board includes:
•

Overnight with breakfast a la carte.

•

Dinner - 4 course wine pairing menu.

•

Private Tour & Tasting at Clos Apalta Winery, includes visit to family's private cellar.

•

Visit to other wineries in the Apalta Valley regular tour (second night
onwards).

•

Mountain bike rides through the vineyards.

•

Hiking in Native Forest.

•

Wi-Fi, Nespresso machine, Ipod Touch.

•

Tea Time.

Accommodation: Casa Lapostolle
Meals: Half Board
Days 33-34 - Wine Region at leisure
Enjoy a couple of leisurely days in the wine region.
Activities offered at Casa Lapostolle:
•

Tours & tastings at Clos Apalta Winery

•

Visit to the family's private cellar

•

Visits to other wineries in the Apalta Valley

•

Mountain bike rides through the vineyards

•

Hiking in Native Forests

Accommodation: Casa Lapostolle, Casita
Meals: Half Board
Day 35 - Fly to Calama, Atacama Desert
Depart this morning at 8.30am and transfer around 2 hours to the airport in Santiago for a flight to Calama. From Calama it is a one hour drive to San Pedro de
Atacama. Check-in to your hotel for a 4 night stay.
This outstanding high altitude area is one of the most remote and barren corners
of the earth. Stretching from the Pacific Ocean to the Andes Mountains, the Atacama’s moon-like environment is made up of salt basins, sand and lava flows.
Diverse, majestic and untouched, the Atacama is one of the most spectacular and
dramatic landscapes on our planet.
The picturesque community of San Pedro de Atacama stands as an oasis in the
midst of the world’s driest desert, where geological evidence suggests that certain areas have never experienced rainfall. A rich pre-Colombian cultural history
dating back thousands of years lives on today in traditional artisan crafts and a
renowned archaeological museum, while the looming presence of the Licancabur Volcano in the distance, expansive salt flats dotted with pink flamingos, majestic purple and orange sunsets over the jagged horizon, and second-tonone stargazing bring new meaning to the phrase ‘natural wonders’. Visit the awe
-inspiring sights of San Pedro de Atacama and the surrounding desert landscapes.
Accommodation: Alto Atacama
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Days 36-38 - Desert Explorations
Daily (small group basis) guided tours are included during your stay at Alto Atacama Hotel.
This outstanding area and one of the most remote and barren corners of
the earth will bring you to true places of mystery. Stretching from the Pacific
Ocean to the Andes Mountains, the Atacama’s moon-like environment is made up
of salt basins, sand and lava flows. Diverse, majestic and untouched, the Atacama is one of the most spectacular and dramatic landscapes on our planet.

Explore the Tara–Aguas Calientes Salt Flats, east of San Pedro, in the middle of
the Andean Mountain Chain, 4,860 meters (15,940 ft) above sea level. Here there
are volcanic structures and rolling plains with eroded slopes creating one of the
earth’s most unique natural sceneries. See the dazzling flight of hundreds of pink
Flamingos at the National reserve Los Flamencos, as their radiant plumage
temporarily obscures the ominous Andes in the horizon. Feel the heavy mist of
mountain steam at the third largest geyser field in the world; the legendary Los
Géiseres del Tatio in north Chile, standing 4,200 metres above sea level, it is also
one of the world’s highest altitude geyser fields.
Program includes:
•

Full Board (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner) incl. drinks and Open Bar

•

Daily tours Full day or half day in the company of other guests (cocktails
and refreshment during and at the end of each day)

•

Bicycles

Not Included:
•

Spa treatments

•

Premium wines and spirits

Accommodation: Alto Atacama
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 39 - Transfer from San Pedro de Atacama to Purmamarca
San Pedro - Los Flamencos National Park - Jama Pass - Susques - Salinas
Grandes - Purmamarca. (6-7 hrs approx driving time + customs; 385 km in total all paved).

Today you cross the Andes into Argentina at the Jama Pass border, visiting Salinas Grandes (salt flats), the old part of Susques the old capital of the Puna with a
mix of lagoons, giant volcanoes with altitudes ranging from 4,700mts to
2,400mts. A local lunch is included in the village of Susques. This is a long but
incredible day’s journey!
Spend two nights in the village of Purmamarca in front of the Mountain of Seven
Colours.

Accommodation: Marques de Tojo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 40 - Purmamarca - Uquia - Humahuaca - Purmamarca
(4 hrs driving time - 208 km in total - all paved).
Pickup this morning is at 09.30 from the hotel. You’ll be driven 50 minutes north
on Route No. 9 to the small, picturesque village of Uquia. A few kms from Uquia,
embark on a spectacular hike inside the sacred Las Senoritas Gorge (2 hours).
Lunch will be prepared in a local Comedor
(restaurant) which serves up simple but delicious Andean food. Finally, visit the
village of Humahuaca before returning to Purmamarca.

Hiking “Las Señoritas”
Distance: 5 km (2 1/2hrs.), +/-200 mts / 656 feet
Altitude at starting point: 2,800 m.
Altitude at the highest point: 3,000 m.
Terrain details: earth track – uphill/downhill. 200m. incline.
Difficulty level: easy to moderate.
Accommodation: Marques de Tojo
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 41 - Drive from Purmamarca to Salta
Purmamarca - Seven Colours Mountain - Ruta 9 - Salta. (3 hours Driving Time
and 190 km in total - all paved).
In the morning, with the best light of the day, set off on a scenic walk around the
beautiful Seven Colours Mountain in Purmamarca.
Onwards by car, you’ll be transferred on Ruta 9 on a winding road through the
Yungas to Salta City.
This afternoon enjoy a leisurely horseback ride at Finca Valentina before heading
to your hotel in Salta.
Check-in to Legado Mitico, a small boutique hotel located in the centre of Salta
for a 2 night stay.
Salta is a colonial town in the Northwest of Argentina with some of the best preserved Hispanic architecture surrounded by mountains and a green valley called
Valle de Lerma.

Accommodation: Legado Mitico Salta
Meals: Breakfast
Day 42 - Salta City
Spend half a day with your guide soaking up the charms of Salta City on a privately guided walking tour. A visit to the MAAM Museum is included.
Visit the Main Plaza and the historical colonial buildings in Visit the Main Plaza and
the historical colonial buildings in town, such us the Cathedral, the San Francisco
Church and the San Bernardo Convent. Discover the MAAM (Museum of High
Altitude Archaeology) www.maam.org.ar and learn about the High Altitude Sanctuaries of the Andes and the Inca footprint in Salta.

*Note: The MAAM Museum is closed on Mondays.
Accommodation: Legado Mitico Salta
Meals: Breakfast
Day 43 - Fly to Puerto Iguacu, Waterfalls
This afternoon you will be transferred to the airport in Salta to board your flight
to Puerto Iguacu airport. On arrival, you will be transferred across the border into Brazil to the majestic Hotel Das Cataratas which offers unparalleled views
of Iguazu Falls from the Brazilian side for a 2 night stay. National park tickets are
included to the Brazilian side of the Falls and you can explore at your leisure.
Declared a World Heritage Area by UNESCO in 1984, these 275 waterfalls were
shaped by 120 million years of geological history. Iguacu National Park also
protects one of the region’s most biologically diverse areas: the Paranaense
subtropical rainforest, which contains more than 2,100 known plant species.
Accommodation: Das Cataratas
Meals: Breakfast
Day 44 - Explore the Argentinian Falls
Today cross back over the border and visit the Argentine side of the Falls.
Whereas the Brazilian side offers a more panoramic perspective, the Argentine side brings you up close and personal with the greatest waterfall and
most spectacular natural wonder in South America. National park fee included.

Macuco Safari
Later, board a specially designed motorboat to cruise along the rebellious waters
of the Iguazu River on the Macuco Safari. Head to the Tres Mosqueteros Waterfall, where both Brazilian and Argentine waterfalls meet and the renowned Garganta del Diablo (Devil's Throat Waterfall) can be appreciated. Take a
change of clothes as you will get wet!
Accommodation: Das Cataratas
Meals: Breakfast

Day 45 - Fly to Rio
Transfer to the airport in Foz do Iguacu for a flight to Rio de Janeiro where on
arrival you are transferred to your hotel for a 3 night stay and the final leg of
your journey.
The Cariocas (locals from Rio) say that God spent 6 days creating the world and
the 7th day creating Rio de Janeiro. With such a spectacular setting of humpback mountains overlooking the green azure waters of the ocean, the expansive Tijuca rainforest coupled with world famous Copacabana and Ipanema beaches and guarded by the Statue of Corcovado which hides magnificently among the clouds, who is to argue with this viewpoint!
Accommodation: Copacabana Palace
Meals: Breakfast
Day 46 - Rio de Janeiro – Corcovado & Sugarloaf
Spend today with your private guide taking in the sights and sounds of Rio.
Rio is known for being a vibrant city as well as for its friendly warm and welcoming residents. Its colourful street fruit and vegetable markets display a lot of
these qualities. They are all over Rio and are very easy to find being in different
locations every day of the week. Starting the day by paying the market a visit is a
great way to be introduced to a huge variety of exotic tropical fruits, sounds,
tastes and colours. The vendors are very hospitable and are always pleased to
give out some samples of their products.
After a market visit, head to the statue of Christ the Redeemer, with its open
arms blessing the whole city of Rio de Janeiro. It is exquisitely positioned on top
of the 710m high Corcovado (hunchback) Hill. Made of concrete and soapstone,
measuring 37m high and weighing 1,145 tonnes, the statue was inaugurated in

1931 and built with donations by the Catholic Church. A superb view of the whole
city can be enjoyed from its open terraces, including the city centre and the
beaches of the southern neighbourhoods such as Copacabana, Ipanema and the
Lagoon.
Not far from Corcovado train station is a distinctive place that some call Rio’s
Montmartre. You cannot miss Santa Teresa, a unique part of Rio located on the
hills with old houses and narrow streets. Here you can feel the atmosphere of art,
music and history. Being home to several painters and artists, this little jewel is
encircled by charming restaurants, bistros and bars that add a touch of both sophisticated and simple gastronomy.
From Santa Teresa, drive through Lapa, the famous Selaron stairs and a quick
drive around the downtown area where many historical and cultural sites are located. Finish visiting one of the most popular attractions in Rio - Sugar Loaf
Mountain, whose name derives from the mountain’s shape resembling the
moulds that were used in the sixteenth century to produce sugar. Built in 1912 by
a Brazilian engineer and renovated in 1973, the cable-car takes only 6 minutes.
Once you are there the view from the top is simply superb.

Accommodation: Copacabana Palace
Meals: Breakfast
Day 47 - Rio at leisure
Spend today at your leisure.
Accommodation: Copacabana Palace
Meals: Breakfast

Day 48 - Homebound
Transfer to the airport in Rio for your departure flight home.
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: Breakfast & In-flight meals
Day 49 - Welcome home

-----

Laterally sleeping...
Legado Mitico Hotel, Buenos Aires, Argentina
This charming, upscale boutique feels like a private home, with 11 beautiful, individually decorated rooms featuring hardwood floors, comfortable beds, and great amenities. Each room has been dedicated to a significant figure in Argentine history -- such
as Evita Peron, Che Guevara, General San Martin and Mafalda -- and has themed decor to match. The cosy library is the perfect place to unwind after a long day of sightseeing in the winter, and in the warmer months guests can head up to the rooftop
deck, complete with a six-person Jacuzzi and lounge chairs. There’s an attractive
breakfast room with classy, homey decor, in which a decent breakfast is served every
morning. There’s no full restaurant on-site, but the hotel’s excellent location in the
heart of vibrant Palermo Soho offers easy access to plenty of great restaurants.
www.legadomitico.com/bsas/index.php
Arakur Hotel, Ushuaia, Argentina
Close to Mount Alarken’s summit and located on a natural balcony 800 feet above sea
level, the hotel is built amidst a 100 hectares of native forests of lengas, ñires and
coihues, which are home to diverse species of fauna and flora, offering balance between calmness and adventure. Offering privileged views of the city of Ushuaia and of
the Beagle Channel, Arakur Ushuaia is located just 10 minutes from the city and the
port of Ushuaia and 20 minutes from the international airport and the Cerro Castor Ski
Resort.
www.arakur.com/?lang=en

Hebridean Sky ship, Polar Latitudes, Antartica
In the spring of 2016, Hebridean Sky underwent a ten million dollar refit, transforming
her into the safest and most comfortable ship in her class. Formerly known as the Sea
Explorer, she has always been known for her effortless elegance, impeccable service,
and atmosphere of charm and camaraderie. Hebridean Sky continues that tradition
while adding a host of new amenities as well as state of the art stabilization, fuel efficiency, and upgraded communications systems. All suites and public spaces have been
completely redecorated.
http://polar-latitudes.com

Eolo Hotel, El Calafate, Argentina
Eolo is a unique place, that embodies the spirit of Patagonia: its indigenous roots, the
personal experiences of the first Europeans and Criollo settlers and those of the adventurers of all over the world that still today reach this legendary land. Eolo was designed to share and experience unique sensations and the pleasure felt through the
beauty of simple things. It has an indoor swimming pool, spa facilities and impressive
views of the scenery from every room. Eolo’s chic rooms have scenic floor to ceiling
windows and private bathrooms with bath tubs and bathrobes.
www.eolopatagonia.com

...sleeping Laterally
Hosteria El Pilar, El Chalten, Argentina
Hostería El Pilar is located in the Valle del Río de las Vueltas 17 km from El Chaltén
where the Río Eléctrico flows into the Río de las Vueltas. It is far from the most frequently visited attractions in the area and a starting or ending point for many trails.
www.hosteriaelpilar.com.ar

Aguas Arriba Lodge, Patagonia, Argentina
Aguar Arriba Lodge is a sanctuary in the Patagonian wilderness at Lago del Desierto,
37 km from the Mt. Fitz Roy gateway of El Chaltén. It is only accessible by boat or a
3 hour hike, ensuring an exclusive and serene journey for nature and mountain lovers who want to immerse in the nature of the Argentine Andes Range.
Hand built from stone and natural woods, the lodge features five suites, framing the
turquoise Lago del Desierto, hanging glaciers, old growth forest and Mt. Fitz Roy.
Activities such as trekking and fly fishing are complemented by regional cuisine and
wines.
www.aguasarribalodge.com/english

Robinson Crusoe Lodge, Villa O’Higgings, Chile
Robinson Crusoe Deep Patagonia Lodge is located in the district of Villa O´Higgins in
the Aysen Region of Southern Chile. The interior decoration of the lodge is simple,
with touches of local colour. The lodge's 12 guest rooms are equipped with private
bathrooms and are fully insulated and electrically heated. Accommodation facilities
available to guests include a hot tub, gift shop, laundry services, bicycle rental, clubhouse facilities, board games, and Wi-Fi internet access.
www.robinsoncrusoe.com/index.php/es/lodge

Entre Hielos Lodge, Tortel, Chile
Entre Hielos Lodge is an accommodation near the southern archipelagos of the Chilean Patagonia Ice-fields. The hotel is specifically located at the mouth of the Baker
River, in a town called Caleta Tortel. The Hotel features 6 suites, service dining room
circuit navigation, comfortable rooms and common space, a gourmet meal prepared
with local produce, and a small library.
www.entrehielostortel.cl

Laterally sleeping...
Estancia Chacabuco, Patagonia Park, Chile
Inspired by iconic national park lodges from around the world, the Lodge at Valle Chacabuco’s detailed woodwork and original photography of local culture and nature provide a uniquely Patagonian experience. Each room at the lodge features South American linens, complimentary internet access, hot showers, and radiant floor heating. The
central living and dining room are the ideal setting for resting after a day of travel,
hiking, or exploration. Guests can drink regional wine at the living room bar and enjoy
views of looming Mount Tamanguito through paned windows, lounge by the fire, or
venture to the patio by night to view the stars.
www.patagoniapark.org/the_lodge_at_valle_chacabuco.htm
Hosteria La Casona de la Mary, Cerro Castillo, Chile
This simple hosteria serves as a convenient base to break the journey between Patagonia Park and Coyhaique. Expectations should be low for any luxury but you will feel
like a traveller.

https://villacerrocastillo.com/villa-cerro-castillo/alojamiento-en-villa-cerro-castillo/
hospedaje-la-casona/

Luciano K Hotel, Santiago, Chile
Luciano K is a 38 bedrooms boutique hotel featuring a blend of period and art deco
design. The 300 square metres roof top terrace accommodates the spa, sauna, bar,
heated swimming pool and views over Parque Forestal and Alameda Avenue. The
building is in the heart of the gastronomic Lastarria neighbourhood of Santiago, originally designed by architect Luciano Kulczewski in the 1920s. At the time, it was the
tallest building in Chile and the first with a lift and central heating.
www.lucianokhotel.com/en/habitaciones/deluxe-8

Casa Lapostolle, Wine Region, Chile
Overlooking the Apalta vineyards and the surrounding mountains, Lapostolle Residence features only four suites (casitas) nestled into the native forested hillside of the
valley, thus providing serenity and privacy. Surrounded by mountains and vineyard
views, each 90 sq mt suite’s decor is inspired by the four varietals that are part of the
blend of Clos Apalta and feature natural silk, leather and native wood.

www.lapostolle.com

...sleeping Laterally
Alto Atacama, San Pedro de Atacama, Chile
In the shadow of the tranquil Cordillera de la Sal, Hotel Alto Atacama sits just outside
the small tourist town of San Pedro in its own private valley near the Pukará de Quitor ruins. The hotel is designed in the traditional adobe style of the region’s indigenous populations and includes a complete spa, hot springs, Yoga fields, swimming
pools and a variety of intimate indoor and outdoor settings. Alto Atacama also boasts
the Restaurant Caur, which works closely with local producers to prepare foods that
feature Altiplano ingredients like rica rica, chañar and quinoa.
www.altoatacama.com/en
Marques de Tojo, Purmamarca, Argentina
Surrounded by mountains, this casual hotel in a residential area is a 4-minute walk
from the banks of the Río de la Quebrada de Purmamarca. The hotel features relaxed
rooms with custom wood furnishings, hardwood floors, exposed beams and mountain
views. Amenities include a regional restaurant with a wine cellar, in addition to an
outdoor pool, a sundeck and a TV lounge.
https://uk.hotels.com/ho419007/marques-de-tojo-hotel-purmamarca-argentina/

Legado Mitico Salta, Salta, Argentina
Set in an elegant townhouse, this refined boutique hotel is right in Salta’s historical
centre, just 9 minutes' walk from the Baroque Cathedral of Salta and 1 km from the
Museo de Bellas Artes de Salta. Featuring elegant, wood furniture and balconies or
patios, the 8 plush rooms are named after local historical characters. Upgraded rooms
add extras such as 4-poster beds, wood-burning stoves and whirlpool baths. Breakfast and parking (by prior arrangement) are free. There's a genteel lounge featuring
objects d'art and antique touches, as well as a courtyard with sitting areas.
www.legadomitico.com/salta/index.php

Das Cataratas Hotel, Iguacu, Brazil
The only hotel located within the Iguassu National Park, Hotel das Cataratas enjoys
an unrivalled location just a short stroll from the sensational waterfalls. Guests enjoy
exclusive access to this magnificent sight in the evening and at dawn, when the park
is closed to other park visitors. A Portuguese-colonial residence, this classic OrientExpress hotel is redolent with the atmosphere of lazy days lounging on a veranda or
beneath sub-tropical palms. This natural paradise also offers thrills and excitement in
abundance: white water rafting, helicopter trips over the gorge and jungle treks to
view amazing wildlife including colourful toucans and giant butterflies.
www.belmond.com/hotel-das-cataratas-iguassu-falls

Laterally sleeping...
Copacabana Palace, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
If any name in South America invokes an image of luxury, class and sophistication,
then the Copacabana Palace hotel would be it. The classic façade of the property is
now a Rio landmark, dwarfed by some of the modern towers but with a presence that
will never be diminished. With the classic Orient Express influences, this hotel will always be the place to stay among traditionalists. Whether you have a room in the main
building or the annex, they really do define the word luxury with sleep-inducing comfortable beds, marble bathrooms, elegant furniture and fine amenities. The ground
level pool is the largest of any hotel in Rio, large enough to swim a few laps before
enjoying the gourmet breakfast. The new Spa offers all the treatments you would expect from a 5 star hotel and the Cipriani restaurant remains one of the top places to
dine in the city.
www.belmond.com/copacabana-palace-rio-de-janeiro

