
China explored, Laterally  

 

Because I’ve always wanted to... 



= One way flight 

= Return flight 

 

= Drive 

= Train 



Flights... 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Trains... 
 

In a Nutshell... 
 

 

Day 1, Fly to Beijing 

Day 2, Arrival & introduction to Beijing & Hutongs. Peninsula Beijing 

Day 3, Explore Beijing. Peninsula Beijing 

Day 4, The Great Wall. Peninsula Beijing  

Day 5, Beijing to Pingyao by train. Jing’s Residence 

Day 6, Pingyao to Xian by train. Sofitel Legend  

Day 7, Xian & the Terracotta Warriors. Sofitel Legend  

Day 8, Han Dynasty Warriors. Fly Xian to Chengdu. Temple House 

Day 9, Chengdu. Temple House 

Day 10, Fly from Chengdu to Shanghai. Peninsula Shanghai 

Day 11, Shanghai - Zhouzhuang & Suzhou Water Villages.  

   Peninsula Shanghai 

Day 12, Shanghai - Bund, Yu Gardens & French Concession.  

   Peninsula Shanghai 

Day 13, Homebound 

Day 14, Welcome home 

 

 
 
 Date Train 

Name/
No. 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

TBC Train 
G605 

Beijing TBC Pingyao TBC First 
Class Train 

TBC Train 
D2005 

Pingyao TBC Xian TBC First 
Class Train 

Date Airline & 
Flight 

Number 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

TBC EK022  Manchester TBC Dubai TBC TBC 

TBC EK308 Dubai TBC Beijing TBC TBC 

TBC Sichuan 
Airlines 
3U8556 

Xian TBC Chengdu TBC TBC 

TBC Sichuan 
Airlines 
3U8963 

Chengdu TBC Shanghai TBC TBC 

TBC EK305 Shanghai TBC Dubai TBC TBC 

TBC EK017 Dubai TBC Manchester TBC TBC 



Your Sample Itinerary... 

 
Day 1 - Fly to Beijing 

Depart the UK on an overnight flight to Beijing. 

 

Accommodation: Overnight Flight 

Meals: In-flight meals 

 

Day 2 - Arrival & introduction to Beijing & Hutongs 

On arrival into Beijing, you will make independent arrangements for your transfer 
to your hotel for a 3-night stay.  

 

Accommodation: Peninsula Beijing, Deluxe Room 

Meals: None 

 

Day 3 - Tiananmen Square, Forbidden City, Hutongs & Summer Palace 

Set out with your private guide today on a full day exploration of Beijing and its 
imperial-era highlights. Visit the vast Tiananmen Square, which is home to Chi-
na’s Parliament – The Great Hall of the People. Walking through The Gate of 
Heavenly Peace from where Mao declared China as the People’s Republic in 1949, 
visit The Forbidden City, the former home to many of China’s Emperors.  

 

After lunch, enjoy a stroll through the hutongs, the small lanes and former court-
yard houses of an Old Beijing. Here, tour on foot and by traditional pedi-cab and 
witness a fascinating insight into the daily lives of local families. 

 

Continue by visiting the Imperial Summer Palace where once again you can mar-
vel at the opulence in which the Emperors once lived. 

 

Your guide will keep all sightseeing flexible so you can choose at what pace to 
move around. 

 

Accommodation: Peninsula Beijing, Deluxe Room 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

  

Day 4 - The Great Wall 

Enjoy a full day visit to The Great Wall of China. The visit to the Great Wall is at 
Jinshanling and although further from the City (around 2 hours) it offers a much 
more natural Wall experience as it is much less visited and here there will be am-
ple opportunity to explore this section of the Wall and take in the stunning views 
of the surrounding countryside. A picnic lunch box is included for enjoying at the 



Wall and if you are feeling fit and more adventurous, consider a hike whilst here 
which offers an incredible Wall experience. 

 

This evening, we include transfers and tickets to a performance of the spectacular 
Chinese Acrobatics at the Chaoyang Theatre. 

 

Accommodation: Peninsula Beijing, Deluxe Room 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

 

Day 5 - Beijing to Pingyao 

This morning you are transferred to the train station for your high-speed train to 
Pingyao. The journey takes approximately 4 hours and on arrival, your Local 
Guide will meet you as you exit from the Restricted Area and transfer you to 
Jing’s Residence for a 1-night stay. The balance of the day is at your leisure. 

 

Accommodation: Jing’s Residence, Master Suite 

Meals: Breakfast 

  

Day 6 - Pingyao to Xian by train 

This morning, enjoy being guided around this fascinating and well preserved Ming 
Dynasty walled town during which you explore the Ancient City Wall, the 
Rishengchang Draft bank, the first bank in China, and imagine yourself in the 
noisy business atmosphere on Ming-Qing Street when Pingyao was the financial 
capital of China.  

 

A simple lunch is included in town before you are transferred to the train station 
to board your high-speed train to Xian. The journey takes approximately 3 hours 
and on arrival, your Local Guide will meet you outside the Restricted Area and 
transfer you to the Sofitel Legend for a 2-night stay. The remainder of the day is 
at your leisure. 

 

Accommodation: Sofitel Legend, Grand Premium King 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

  

Day 7 - Xian & the Terracotta Warriors 

Without a doubt the highlight of any visit to Xian and possibly even China is to 
explore the legacy of The Army of Terracotta Warriors and visit the incredible 
burial site, where they were discovered only recently. A tour is organized that 
passes by the Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shihuang and visits the Warriors them-
selves who stand guard over Emperor Qin’s tomb.  

 

A simple lunch is included and this afternoon, a visit is arranged to the Old City of 
Xian where your guide will bring alive Xian’s association with the mighty Silk 





Road. Visit the old City Walls, where a short bike or buggy ride (or a walk) is en-
joyed, The Islamic Quarter and also the Great Mosque, which is a beautiful spot 
in the midst of peaceful gardens. During the city tour, you also make a stop at 
the Wild Goose Pagoda. 

 

Accommodation: Sofitel Legend, Grand Premium King 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

 

Day 8 - Han Dynasty Warriors. Fly Xian to Chengdu 

This morning, a visit is arranged to the fascinating Terracotta Warriors of the Han 
Dynasty which date from about 80 years after the more famous warriors you saw 
yesterday.  

 

Later today fly to Chengdu. On arrival you will be welcomed and transferred to 
your hotel. 

 

Accommodation: Temple House, Studio 90 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 9 - Chengdu 

This morning a visit to the Giant Panda Breeding Research Institute is planned, a 
great experience to get close to these magnificent bears. This is one of the 
world’s leading research centres on the breeding habits of Pandas. After lunch, 
visit the main sights of Chengdu including its fascinating Daoist Temple and Peo-
ple’s Park, which is always very busy in the afternoon, where a visit to a tradition-
al Sichuan Park tea-house is included. 

 

Late this afternoon, visit Kuanzhai Alley which consists of three parallel ancient 
city alleys where you can stroll through shops selling a mix of crafts and often 
bizarre items and strange snacks.  

 

Accommodation: Temple House, Studio 90 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

 

Day 10 - Fly from Chengdu to Shanghai 

From here, continue to the airport for your onward flight to Shanghai and on arri-
val, your Local Guide will meet you outside the Restricted Area and transfer you 
to the Peninsula Shanghai for a 3-night stay. 

 

Accommodation: Peninsula Shanghai, Deluxe River View Room 

Meals: Breakfast 



 

Day 11 - Shanghai - Zhouzhuang & Suzhou Water Villages 

Travel by car to the traditional water village of Zhouzhuang where a visit is made 
to one of the town’s old merchant’s houses. Continue to Suzhou and visit the fas-
cinating Suzhou Museum designed by the locally born and internationally re-
nowned architect IM Pei, before lunch. This afternoon, explore Suzhou’s remarka-
ble classical Chinese style gardens, which are on the United Nations’ World Herit-
age List and a visit is planned to either The Humble Administrator’s Garden or 
The Garden of the Master of the Nets before returning by road to Shanghai. 

 

Note: a visit to the water villages on weekends should be avoided hence visiting 
the water village today and the city tomorrow. 

 

Accommodation: Peninsula Shanghai, Deluxe River View Room 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

 

Day 12 - Shanghai - Bund, Yu Gardens & French Concession 

This morning you will have the opportunity to visit the city's Bund, flanked by the 
magnificent colonial-era buildings previously owned by the great trading houses 
and banks of the early 1900's. You also visit the beautiful Yu Gardens before 
lunch of traditional Shanghai food at Din Tai Fung Restaurant.  

 

This afternoon, you have time to explore the historical French Concession District 
with its beautiful European architecture. You may also wish to visit the nearby 
Tianzifang or Xintiandi which has a number of trendy boutiques and cafes in the 
traditional Shikumen buildings. 

 

Accommodation: Peninsula Shanghai, Deluxe River View Room 

Meals: Breakfast & lunch 

  

Day 13 - Homebound 

Today you will make independent arrangements for your transfer to the Airport 
and your departure flight home.  

 

Accommodation: Overnight Flight 

Meals: Breakfast. & in-flight meals 

 

Day 14 - Welcome home 

  

- - - - -  

 

 

 



Laterally sleeping... 

Peninsula Beijing 
In a central location, The Peninsula Beijing blends Oriental and Western elements, 
giving guests the best of both worlds as they enjoy dining, spa and shopping experi-
ences throughout their stay. The hotel is conveniently located just minutes away from 
historical monuments such as Tiananmen Square, The Forbidden City and The Nation-
al Theatre. 
 
http://beijing.peninsula.com/en/default  

 

Jing’s Residence 
Quaint Pingyao will bring back memories of China’s evocative past with cobblestone 
streets, characterful and crumbling homes and buildings where locals with their small 
curio shops and noodle restaurants continue as their ancestors did centuries ago. The 
recently converted Jing’s Residence is in the heart of the small old town allowing easy 
exploration of Pingyao. A true boutique hotel with just 19 individually styled rooms 
built around 4 courtyards, the atmosphere is cosy and refined. Don’t forget to while 
away a couple of hours in the upstairs library and adjacent bar!  
 
www.jingsresidence.com  
 

 
 
 
Sofitel Legend Xian 
The architecture is a harmonious blend of French and Sino-Russian inspiration plus 
local style. Sensitive renovation makes most of its spacious rooms, lofty ceilings, ele-
gant mouldings and art deco features. Located inside the city walls, within walking 
distance of the historic Bell and Drum towers and the Moslem Street adjacent to mod-
ern shopping and entertainment areas, the hotel has the best location for guests to 
experience the picturesque Xian. 
 
www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-6156-sofitel-legend-peoples-grand-hotel-xian/index.shtml 
 

 
 
 
 
Temple House 
The Temple House in Chgengdu is a beautiful blend of traditional and modern design, 
from the first steps through a historic courtyard building, to the elegant modern de-
sign of the hotel rooms and residences centred around gentle hills concealing a sub-
terranean world. 
 
STUDIO 90: Enjoy the views from your private balcony in this comfortable studio room 
featuring furniture and furnishings in natural materials and a spa-inspired bathroom 
with both a full size bathtub and a rain shower.  
 
www.thetemplehousehotel.com/en/default  
 

 

http://beijing.peninsula.com/en/default
http://www.jingsresidence.com
http://www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-6156-sofitel-legend-peoples-grand-hotel-xian/index.shtml
http://www.thetemplehousehotel.com/en/default


 
...sleeping Laterally 

Peninsula Shanghai 
Opened on the historic riverfront Bund in 2009, The Peninsula Shanghai is The Hong 
kong and Shanghai Hotels flagship hotel in Mainland China. The first new building on 
the Bund in several decades, it has twice been voted the Best Hotel in Asia by Travel 
+ Leisure magazine, and the hotel’s Yi Long Court and Sir Elly’s restaurants both 
earned Michelin stars in The Michelin Guide Shanghai 2017.  
 
Deluxe Rooms blend traditional Peninsula standards of luxury and state-of-art tech-
nology with historical references in a stylish, glamorous setting. With city views over-
looking the hotel fountain and forecourt or towards the historic 1920s International 
Settlement buildings.  
 
http://shanghai.peninsula.com/en/default  
 

 

 

. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

http://shanghai.peninsula.com/en/default

