
 - China explored, Laterally   

 

Because I’ve always wanted to... 



= One way 

= Return flight 

 

= Drive 

= Train/Boat 



Flights... 
 
 
 

 

 
Trains... 
 

In a Nutshell... 
 
 
Day 1, Sep 16 - Depart the UK  

Day 2, Sep 17 - Arrival in Beijing. Stay at Brickyard at Mutianyu  

Day 3, Sep 18 - The Great Wall at Jinshanling. Stay at Rosewood Hotel  

Day 4, Sep 19 -  Tiananmen Square & Historic Centre. Rosewood Hotel  

Day 5, Sep 20 - The Summer Palace. Rosewood Hotel  

Day 6, Sep 21 - Temple of Heaven & Hutongs. Rosewood Hotel  

Day 7, Sep 22 - Beihai Park & 798 Art District. Rosewood Hotel  

Day 8, Sep 23 - Train from Beijing to Taiyuan & onwards to Pingyao. Stay at 

   Jing’s Residence  

Day 9, Sep 24 - Explore Pingyao. Jing’s Residence  

Day 10, Sep 25 - Train from Pingyao to Xian. Stay at The Sofitel Legend Hotel 

Day 11, Sep 26  - Xian to Guilin. Stay at The Shangri-La Hotel  

Day 12, Sep 27 - Yaoshan Mountain & Reed Flute Caves. Shangri-La Hotel  

Day 13, Sep 28 - Guilin to Yangshuo Li River Cruise. Stay at Alila Yangshuo  

Day 14, Sep 29 - Bamboo Boat Rafting. Alila Yangshuo   

Day 15, Sep 30 - Yangshuo at Leisure. Alila Yangshuo   

Day 16, Oct 01 - Yangshuo Cooking Class. Alila Yangshuo   

Day 17, Oct 02 - Yangshuo to Guilin & Departure.  

 
 
 
 

Date Train 
Name/

No. 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

Day 8  BEIJING   TAIYUAN   

Day 10  PINGYAO  XIAN   

Date Airline & 
Flight 

Number 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

Day 1  LHR T5  BEIJING T3 Day 2  

Day 11  XIAN  GUILIN   

Day 17  GUILIN  HONG KONG 
T1 

  

Day 17  HONG KONG 
T1 

 SINGAPORE 
T1 

Day 18  



Your Proposed Itinerary... 

 

Day 1, Fly from the UK to Beijing 

Today depart London on a direct overnight flight to Beijing.  

 

Accommodation: Overnight Flight 

Meals: In-flight meals 

 

Day 2, Arrival in Beijing 

On arrival into Beijing, you will be welcomed by a laterallife representative and 

transferred by private vehicle to the Hotel Brickyard at Mutianyu for a 1 night 

stay. The drive time is around 1 hour approx.  

 

This afternoon, enjoy a visit to The Great Wall of China at the relatively quieter 

Mutianyu section, where there will be ample opportunity to explore this section of 

the Wall and take in the stunning views of the surrounding countryside. There is 

also a fun, but commercial, toboggan ride back down to the bottom.  

 

A local lunch is included. 

 

Note – a VIP welcome on arrival is included. You will be met as you exit the plane 

and assisted with Immigration Procedures. After clearing Customs, you are intro-

duced to your Guide. 

 

Accommodation: Brickyard at Mutianyu 

Meals: In-flight meals & Lunch 

 

Day 3, The Great Wall at Jinshanling 

Enjoy a day visit to The Great Wall of China at Jinshanling. Jinshanling offers a 

more natural Wall experience as it is much less visited and here there will be am-

ple opportunity to explore this section of the Wall and take in the stunning views 

of the surrounding countryside. A picnic lunch box is offered for enjoying at the 

Wall and if you are feeling fit and more adventurous, a trek can be offered along 

this section which offers an absolutely incredible Wall experience. 

 



After your visit, you will be transferred around 2-2.5 hours to Beijing for a 5 night 

stay. 

 

Accommodation: Rosewood Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Picnic Lunch  

  

Day 4, Beijing – Tiananmen Square & Historic Centre 

This morning is at your leisure and at noon, your guide will meet you at the hotel 

lobby. Start with a drive through the city centre to reach the vast Tiananmen 

Square, which is home to China's Parliament – The Great Hall of the People. 

Walking through the Gate of Heavenly Peace from where Mao declared China as 

the People's Republic in 1949, you will then visit the Forbidden City* (Restoration 

is ongoing) – home to China's Imperial Dynasties.  

 

Lunch (Set menu) is included at the atmospheric Mei Mansion Restaurant.  

 

*Private Access at Shu Fang Zhai at The Forbidden City is included: Shu Fang 

Zhai was built in the 15th century, it was used as a leisure space by Emperor Qi-

anlong, one of the most celebrated leaders of the Qing dynasty. This area is nor-

mally off-limits to the public, but we include an ‘exclusive access’ visit at the Shu 

Fang Zhai, it is a stunning opportunity to absorb one of the world’s largest former 

palaces. Photo taking is not permitted in this area. 

 

Accommodation: Rosewood Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

 

Day 5, Beijing – The Summer Palace 

This morning, your visit to this magnificent city begins by visiting the Imperial 

Summer Palace, which was the former holiday home of the Imperial family, and 

marvel at the opulence in which the Emperors lived.  

 

Lunch (Set menu) at the Chinese Restaurant at Aman Summer Palace.  

 

This afternoon, visit Jingshan Park and stand on the top of Coal Hill, which offers 

a birds eye view of the ancient city. The remainder of the afternoon is at your 

leisure.  



 

This evening, enjoy a spectacular performance of the Acrobatic Show at Chao-

yang Theatre (transfers not included). 

 

Accommodation: Rosewood Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

  

Day 6, Beijing – Temple of Heaven & Hutongs 

This morning visit the magnificent Temple of Heaven, where the Emperors came 

to pray for good harvests and today is where local residents come for morning 

exercises such as Tai Chi and Ballroom dancing.  

 

Later this morning, visit the Hutongs, the small lanes and former courtyard hous-

es of an Old Beijing. Here, you will have a tour by traditional pedi-cab which is a 

fascinating insight into the daily lives of local families. From here, visit the Drum 

Tower.  

 

After lunch at the Temple Restaurant Beijing (TRB), enjoy a visit to Lama Temple 

(Yonghe Temple) which is the largest and best-preserved lamasery in Beijing.  

 

Accommodation: Rosewood Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

  

Day 7, Beijing – Beihai Park & 798 Art District 

This morning, visit Beihai Park which is also known as the Winter Palace and is 

one of the oldest ancient imperial gardens in China. Afterwards, we include a 

walk along Liulichang Antique Street known for its antique and calligraphy shops.  

 

After lunch, you will have the afternoon to explore the 798 Art District which was 

a former military factory and has been turned into a contemporary arts hub for 

local artists.  

 

Accommodation: Rosewood Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

 



Day 8, Train from Beijing to Taiyuan & onwards to Pingyao 

This morning, your Guide meets you at the hotel and provides a transfer to the 

train station for your train to Taiyuan (G605 – Depart: 1028, Arrive: 1324 - Exec-

utive Business Class).  

 

On arrival your local Guide meets you as you exit from the Restricted Area and 

offers the road transfer onwards to Pingyao which is about a 1.5 hour drive.  

 

En route, visit the Chang Family Compound which is a great example of the fami-

ly compounds that existed in this part of China and which also was testament to 

the trading prowess and substantial wealth of these families.  

 

Stay two nights at the heritage Jing’s Residence. 

  

Accommodation: Jing’s Residence 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 9, Pingyao  

This morning, enjoy being guided around this fascinating and well-preserved Ming 

Dynasty walled town and you will get the opportunity to explore the Ancient City 

Wall, the Rishengchang Draft bank, the first bank in China, and imagine yourself 

in the noisy business atmosphere on Ming-Qing Street when Pingyao was the fi-

nancial capital of China. The afternoon is at leisure for independent exploration.  

  

Accommodation: Jing’s Residence 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

 

Day 10, Train from Pingyao to Xian  

This morning your guide meets you for a transfer to Pingyao train station for a 

train journey to Xian (D2561 – Depart: 1008, Arrive: 1301 - First Class).  

 

On arrival, your Local Guide will meet you outside the Restricted Area. This after-

noon, we include a visit to the Old City of Xian seeing the old City Walls, where a 

short bike or buggy ride is enjoyed. Later this afternoon, transfer to The Sofitel 

Legend Hotel for an overnight stay.  



Accommodation: The Sofitel Legend Hotel, Grand Premium Room 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 11, Xian to Guilin  

Without a doubt the highlight of any visit to Xian and possibly even China is to 

explore the legacy of the Terracotta Warriors and visit the incredible burial site, 

where they were discovered only recently.  

 

A tour is organized that passes by the Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shihuang and 

visits the Warriors themselves who stand guard over Emperor Qin's tomb. After a 

simple lunch, you will be transferred to the Airport and en route, enjoy a visit to 

the fascinating Warriors of the Han Dynasty (dating from about 100 years after 

the better-known Terracotta Warriors).  

 

Note - Special Access at the Han Warriors is included. We have arrangements for 

guests to have very privileged access into the Curator’s Restoration Room at the 

Han Dynasty Warriors (dating from 80 years later than the larger Terracotta War-

riors). 

 

From here continue to the Airport for your flight to Guilin where on arrival, your 

Local Guide will meet you outside the Restricted Area and provide your transfer 

to The Shangri-La Hotel for a 2 night stay. 

 

Accommodation: The Shangri-La Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

 

Day 12, Guilin – Yaoshan Mountain & Reed Flute Caves 

This morning, pay a visit to the Reed Flute Caves, which have a wonderful collec-

tion of stalagmites and stalactites and the caves are beautifully illuminated. 

 

Later, visit Yaoshan Mountain which is one of the high mountains in Guilin and 

can be seen as a prominent landmark from many places in the city and suburbs. 

We include the cable car ride each way and if you prefer, you may wish to try the 

toboggan ride back down to the bottom. Today, a local lunch is included. 

 



Accommodation: The Shangri-La Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

  

Day 13, Guilin to Yangshuo Li River Cruise 

Rise early for an early start for a cruise down the Li River. Immediately as you set 

sail the scenery is imposing and over the next few hours enjoy what nature can 

produce. Many of the hills and cliffs have names supposedly evocative of what 

they resemble though at times you may need some imagination! A simple lunch is 

served on-board. On arrival in Yangshuo, spend time looking around the town 

and check-in to the Alila Yangshuo for a 4 night stay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note – the cruise duration is around 4 hours. the good scenery is about an hour 

after leaving the pier, whilst the great scenery is about two hours down the river. 

Only the larger boats can run this routing and the cruises are operated by the 

government. I have included the VIP/First Class seats – see above photo.  

 

Accommodation: Alila Yangshuo 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  



Day 14, Yangshuo – Bamboo Boat Rafting 

This morning, transfer to Dragon Bridge, which has a history over 1000 years, 

where you board a traditional bamboo raft to Xing Long Zai. The journey on the 

river lasts around 90 mins and is one of the more scenic stretches of the Yu Long 

River (bamboo rafting is subject to age and health conditions). On arrival, contin-

ue to Jiuxian Old Village where you can explore the old streets by bicycle or on 

foot. This afternoon, visit Moon Hill which is a natural masterpiece. Today, a sim-

ple lunch is offered during the day.  

 

This evening, enjoy the spectacular show Impression: Sanjie Liu directed by the 

acclaimed Zhang Yimou.  

  

Accommodation: Alila Yangshuo 

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch  

 

Day 15, Yangshuo – At Leisure 

Enjoy a full day at your leisure. No planned activities.  

 

Accommodation: Alila Yangshuo 

Meals: Breakfast  

  

Day 16, Oct 01 - Yangshuo Cooking - Note Chinese National Holiday 

This morning a half day cooking class is included on a small group basis.   

 

Accommodation: Alila Yangshuo 

Meals: Breakfast  

  

Day 17, Yangshuo to Guilin & Departure  

Today, your Guide will meet you at a pre-arranged time for your transfer to the 

Airport and assist with check-in for your departure flight.  

 

Accommodation: N/A 

Meals: Breakfast & In-flight meals  

 
 

- - - - -  

 



Laterally sleeping... 

Brickyard at Mutianyu  
Brickyard at Mutianyu was originally a glazed tile factory and now offers 25 rooms and 
suites all open to vistas of the Great Wall. There is an onsite spa with an outdoor ja-
cuzzi  with views of the Great Wall. There is also an exercise area and a yoga platform 
in the garden next to our lotus pond. Food is served in the Lodge and everything is 
homemade from scratch. There is also a cosy den with a wood-burning fireplace in the 
Lodge, an inviting place to curl up with a book and enjoy a coffee or a tipple from the 
bar.  
 
http://brickyardatmutianyu.com/ 
 

Rosewood Hotel, Beijing 
As Rosewood’s first hotel in China, this 282-room Beijing hotel presents contemporary 
surroundings that are warm, refined and serene. With residential-style layouts that are 
amongst the largest in the city, the hotel’s guestrooms will evoke sensations of luxury 
apartment living. Natural finishes and textural overlays, spacious bathrooms and walk-
in closets, non-traditional, residential elements and subtle Oriental overtones complete 
the sophisticated, homelike surroundings. 
 
Rosewood Beijing features six restaurants and lounges serving an array of authentic 
international cuisines, Sense, A Rosewood Spa with suites designed for overnight 
stays, indoor swimming pool, gym and yoga studio. The hotel offers more landscaped 
outdoor space than any other Beijing hotel, with terraces, gardens and balconies in-
corporated into the design of many of the restaurants, and leisure facilities. 
 
www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/beijing 
 

 
Jing’s Residence 
Quaint Pingyao will bring back memories of China’s evocative past with cobblestone 
streets, characterful and crumbling homes and buildings where locals with their small 
curio shops and noodle restaurants continue as their ancestors did centuries ago. The 
recently converted Jing’s Residence is in the heart of the small old town allowing easy 
exploration of Pingyao. A true boutique hotel with just 19 individually styled rooms 
built around 4 courtyards, the atmosphere is cosy and refined. Don’t forget to while 
away a couple of hours in the upstairs library and adjacent bar!  
 
www.jingsresidence.com  
 

 
 
Sofitel Legend Xian 
Opened as a State Guesthouse in 1953, this iconic building provides a unique sense of 
place and time in a city that was China's capital throughout 13 dynasties. The archi-
tecture is a harmonious blend of French and Sino-Russian inspiration plus local Chi-
nese influences. Located inside the city walls, within walking distance of the historic 
Bell and Drum towers and the Moslem Street adjacent to modern shopping and enter-
tainment areas, the hotel has the best location for guests to experience picturesque 
Xian. 
 
www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-6156-sofitel-legend-peoples-grand-hotel-xian/index.shtml 

 

http://brickyardatmutianyu.com/
http://brickyardatmutianyu.com/
http://www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/beijing
http://www.jingsresidence.com
http://www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-6156-sofitel-legend-peoples-grand-hotel-xian/index.shtml


 
...sleeping Laterally 

Shangri-La Guilin, Guilin 
Guilin, located in southern China’s Guangxi region, is famed for its natural beauty, 
mix of regional minority cultures and proximity to famous tourist sites along the Li 
River. Having opened in 2010 and located on the banks of the Li, the Shangri-La Gui-
lin is packed with comforts offering spacious guestrooms, an indoor and outdoor 
pool, Spa and fitness centre and a range of restaurants catering to both Chinese and 
Western palates.   
 
www.shangri-la.com/guilin/shangrila/ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alila Yangshuo 
Once a working sugar mill, Alila Yangshuo is now a modern retreat, combining stylish 
simplicity, in tandem with its picturesque setting. The vision for Alila Yangshuo is to 
integrate the new with the old, paying homage to the unique history of the heritage 
buildings. Renowned as a paradise on Earth, Yangshuo is famous for its landscape of 
karst mountains, green hills and winding rivers, resembling a beautiful Chinese paint-
ing. 
 
www.alilahotels.com/yangshuo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.shangri-la.com/guilin/shangrila/
http://www.alilahotels.com/yangshuo

