India explored, Laterally

Because I’ve always wanted to...

= One way
= Return flight
= Drive
= Train/Boat

= One way
= Return flight
= Drive
= Train/Boat

In a Nutshell...

Flights ...

Day 1 - Overnight flight from London to Delhi
Day 2 - Arrive Delhi. The Imperial

Date

Day 3 - Old Delhi Tour. The Imperial
Day 4 - Travel to Agra. ITC Mughal
Day 5 - Taj Mahal then travel to Ranthambore. Sher Bagh
Day 6 - Ranthambore at Leisure. Sher Bagh
Day 7 - Ranthambore at Leisure. Sher Bagh
Day 8 - Travel to Ramathra Fort

Day 9 - Ramathra at Leisure. Ramathra Fort
Day 10 - Travel to Jaipur. Samode Haveli
Day 11 - Jaipur City Tour. Samode Haveli
Day 12 - Amber Fort. Samode Haveli
Day 13 - Fly to Udaipur. Fateh Prakash Palace
Day 14 - Explore Udaipur City. Fateh Prakash Palace
Day 15 - Travel to Narlai via Ranakpur. Rawla Narlai
Day 16 - Travel to Mihirgarh (Rohet). Mihirgarh
Day 17 - Bishnoi village safari and New Year celebration. Mihirgarh
Day 18 - Travel to Jodhpur. Raas
Day 19 - Sightseeing tour of Jodhpur. Raas
Day 20 - Jodhpur at Leisure. Raas
Day 21 - Fly to Mumbai. Hyatt Regency
Day 22 - Fly to Mangalore. Neeleshwar Hermitage
Day 23 - Neeleshwar at Leisure. Neeleshwar Hermitage
Day 24 - Neeleshwar at Leisure. Neeleshwar Hermitage
Day 25 - Neeleshwar at Leisure. Neeleshwar Hermitage

Day 26 - Neeleshwar at Leisure. Neeleshwar Hermitage
Day 27 - Fly to Mumbai. Hyatt Regency
Day 28 - Fly to London
Day 29 - Welcome Home!
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Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly from the UK to Delhi.
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In-flight meals
Day 2 - Arrive Delhi
On exiting the aircraft, you will be greeted and assisted through the airport’s immigration and baggage reclaim and then out into the arrivals hall where you will
meet our representative who will then escort you to the waiting vehicle and on to
the hotel. (Room will be available after 1400 hours).

Accommodation: The Imperial, Grand Heritage Room and Heritage Room
Meals: None
Day 3 - Tour of Delhi
This morning you will visit Old Delhi with your guide and start your exploration of
the capital city. The bustling and lively Old City is a labyrinthine maze of lanes
overhung by a tangled mass of electric wires. Within this chaos lies a semblance
of order - each lane in this area is dedicated to a particular item, rather like a department store. There are lanes selling bangles, grocers, items used in weddings,
silverware, clothes, spices and shoes. Sharing the same space are vendors with
carts selling a variety of items, street side dentists, natural healers and cobblers.
The Old city has space for all professions. You will explore the old city in cycle
rickshaws and will also walk along some of the more interesting alleys.
After lunch enjoy some time at leisure at your hotel before continuing to explore
some highlights of New Delhi, including a drive past the impressive architecture
of Lutyen's landscaped city. It is also a city known for its formal parks, magnificent Parliament Building, the Rashtrapati Bhawan (the official residence of the
President of India in the 330 acres of land and designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens)
and India Gate.
This afternoon visit the Gurdwara, the Sikh Temple which also houses one of India’s largest community kitchens. Here you will be able to help out in the making
of chappatis (Indian breads) and the stirring of vast pots of dal (lentil curry). It is
a humbling and real experience.
End the afternoon with a visit to Humanyun's Tomb, which was built in the 16th
century and architecturally considered the forerunner of the Taj Mahal.
Accommodation: The Imperial, Grand Heritage Room and Heritage Room
Meals: None
Day 4 - Travel to Agra and visit Itmad-Ud-Daulah
This morning you will be driven approximately 3.5 hours to Agra. Later visit the
beautiful Itmad-Ud-Daulah, which is the third of Agra’s great monument. It was
the first Mughal building to use the craft of facing buildings with white marble
and decorating them with inlaid semi precious stones, an art which reached its
zenith in the Taj Mahal. Though lacking the grandeur and artistry of the Taj Mahal, Itmad ud Daulah is small, intimate and serene. Continue your tour with a

visit to Agra Fort.
When the Mughal Emperor Akbar established his supremacy in Northern India, he
began his first architectural venture, rebuilding the fort as a beautiful fort palace.
The work was completed by his son and grandson, highlighting the Mughal’s ability to blend defensive and decorative architecture. Richly decorated with marble
and mosaics, it was in a part of this fort that Shah Jahan spent the last years of
his life, imprisoned by his son Aurangzeb. His private quarters where he was confined, has a magical view of the Taj Mahal across the river Yamuna.
Later this afternoon visit the Taj Mahal at sunset.
The Taj Mahal is at its best at sunrise and sunset - just when the light, playing on
the marble of the tomb and the reflections in the stillness of the waters, presents
this incredible building in all its beauty, majesty and splendour. It is a monument
of love built by Shah Jehan in 1630 for his Queen, Mumtaz Mahal to enshrine her
mortal remains. For twenty-two years 20,000 men laboured day and night to
build this masterpiece, which has held the world awe struck ever since. The Taj
Mahal is truly one of the wonders of the world.
Accommodation: ITC Mughal, Royal Mughal Suite and Royal Mughal Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 5 - Taj Mahal at Sunrise and Travel to Ranthambore
Early this morning visit the Taj Mahal at sunrise. After you will be driven to
Ranthambore (approx. 5.5 hours).

Accommodation: Sher Bagh, Luxury Tents
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Day 6-7 - Ranthambore National Park
Enjoy morning and afternoon private jeep safaris.
Accommodation: Sher Bagh, Luxury Tents
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Day 8 - Travel to Ramathra Fort
After breakfast you will be driven to Ramathra Fort (approx. 3 hours).
Accommodation: Ramathra Fort, Luxury Suite
Meal: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Day 9 - Ramathra at Leisure
Enjoy the activities offered by the hotel.
Accommodation: Ramathra Fort, Luxury Suite
Meal: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Day 10 - Travel to Jaipur
Today you will be driven to Jaipur (approx. 4.5 hours).
This evening, take part in the Christmas celebrations followed by a gala dinner at
the hotel.

Accommodation: Samode Haveli, Haveli Suite
Meals: Breakfast and Gala dinner
Day 11 - Christmas in Jaipur
Enjoy the morning at leisure.
Jaipur is blessed with a wealth of wonders. Visit the Jantar Mantar (the Observatory) and the Maharaja's City Palace with your guide. Jaipur is known as the Pink
City, where the light playing upon the buildings, creating shadows and highlighting every nuance of the architecture can be enchanting. During your visit to the
City Palace you will also make a visit to private and ceremonial rooms, usually off
limits to the public.

Continue from here to the old city of Jaipur, visiting mainly the Badi Chaupad and
Johari Bazaar area. You will be able to see craftsman working on some fine forms
of local art like Zardozi embroidery, Gota work, Kinari, silver ornament work, and
precious and semi-precious stonework, all taking place in the old bazaars of Jaipur.
Accommodation: Samode Haveli, Haveli Suite
Meals: Breakfast
Day 12 - Amber Fort and Dera Amer
This morning visit the Amber Fort with your guide. The Rajputs built their Forts
on high hills and ridges giving them a 360 degree views of the surrounding area
and protecting them from invading armies. Most of the forts they built were as a
defensive structure but included palaces rich in art and architectural features. The
Amber Fort is perhaps among the finest of all the fort palaces, and reflects the
opulence and elegance of the nearby Mughal courts.
Return to your hotel and then later in the afternoon continue to the private estate
of Dera Amer where a local family has rescued elephants used for carrying tourists to and from the Amber Fort. The time here allows a chance to be outside the
city and around the mightiness of such beautiful creatures as the Indian elephant.
Take a ride or walk with the elephants as they take their evening walk through
the forest passing temples and eventually make your way to a private venue
where you will have drinks around the fire followed by a private dinner.

Accommodation: Samode Haveli, Haveli Suite
Meals: Breakfast
Day 13 - Fly to Udaipur
The morning is at leisure. Later you will be transferred to the airport to board
your flight to Udaipur.
Upon arrival at Udaipur airport, you will be greeted by a representative and driven to your hotel.
Accommodation: Fateh Prakash Palace, Dovecote Premier Suite
Meals: Breakfast

Day 14 - Explore Udaipur
After breakfast explore Udaipur city. Udaipur, the enchanting City of Dawn, looms
up like a vision in white. The City Palace was built in 1725, and has various palaces inside such as DilkushMahal, Sheesh Mahal, MotiMahal, the Palace of Krishna;
all of which are ornately decorated. Saheliyon Ki Bari, the 'Garden of Maids of
Honour', is a small ornamental pleasure garden, containing an elegant lotus pool,
gushing fountains, beautiful black marble kiosks on the corners of the pool and
stunning bougainvillea covering the walls of the enclosures. You will also visit the
beautiful Jagdish Temple, which is still in use.
In the afternoon take a walk in the old city with your guide. Sharing space with
cows, elephants and people, the walk through the winding lanes is an interesting
insight into life in what is referred to as “small town India”. See shops selling a
variety of items, unexpected folk art decorating the walls of houses and small
architectural gems like a latticed work Haveli window. Later enjoy a private boat
ride on Lake Pichola.
Accommodation: Fateh Prakash Palace, Dovecote Premier Suite
Meals: Breakfast
Day 15 - Travel to Rawla Narlaj
This morning you will be driven to Ranakpur Jain temple (2.5 hours). One of the
finest Jain temple complexes in the country, built in the 15th century. The most
noteworthy, Adinath temple is made in white marble and has 1444 pillars each
one unique in their engravings.
Later continue the drive to Rawla Narlai (approx. 1 hour). Rawla Narlai is a little
heritage hotel, hidden away in a small village, deep in the heart of the Aravalli
Hills. Surrounded by forested hills and rocky outcrops, it is reminiscent of a Rajasthan that few see today and is in one of the most beautiful parts of the state.
Rawla Narlai is a delightful 17th century property, which was once a favourite
hunting lodge of the Jodhpur royal family. It is still owned by members of the
Jodhpur family who are young and energetic and play an active part in the running of the hotel, to ensure it remains a real ‘gem’.
This evening assemble in the main courtyard, where you will be met by bullock
carts and transported to a Stepwell dinner.
Accommodation: Rawla Narlai, Grand Heritage Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 16 - Travel to Mihirgarh
This morning the hotel staff will accompany you on a village walk. Later you will
be driven to Mihirgarh (3 hours) and arrive in time for lunch.
Mihirgarh (Rohet) was one of the popular Jagirs (fiefdoms) of the state of Marwar
duing 1622 A.D and originally a small settlement of the Bishnoi community. Rohet
is also known for its horses.
Mihirgarh is a unique luxury accommodation built recently by the Rohet family.
The structure is like a Fort and has nine magnificent suites. Each suite has a private jacuzzi or plunge pools with each suite. Numerous alcoves, lounges and
common areas commanding a spectacular view have been designed so one can

experience intimacy and indulgence.
Accommodation: Mihirgarh, Alishan Suite
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Day 17 - Bishnoi Village Safari and New Year Celebrations
This morning you will be taken on a Bishnoi village safari. Return to the hotel for
lunch.
The afternoon is at leisure before the evening New Year celebrations followed by
a gala dinner at the hotel.
Accommodation: Mihirgarh, Alishan Suite
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Day 18 - Travel to Jodhpur
Start the new year with a lie in before being driven to Jodhpur (approx. 1.5
hours) later this morning.
Rao Jodha, chief of the Rathores, a Rajput clan, founded Jodhpur in 1459. Until
recent times, Jodhpur was known as the ancient kingdom of Marwar, the largest
kingdom in Rajputana. Standing at the edge of the Thar Desert, Jodhpur is the
second largest city in Rajasthan after Jaipur.
Accommodation: Raas, Luxury Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 19 - Explore Jodhpur
Today you will be taken for a sightseeing tour of Jodhpur. Depart from your hotel
in rickshaws to first visit Mehrangarh Fort. Your tour of Jodhpur city will include a
visit to the majestic Mehrangarh Fort and the beautiful Jaswant Thada. Exit the
Fort out of the lesser known back gates and take a walk down to the oldest part
of Jodhpur, known for its many houses and buildings that are painted blue. Jodhpur is known as the Blue City due to the light blue shade that is common for the
majority of the houses found in the Brahampuri area of the Walled City. Tucked
away from the popular Clock Tower Bazaar, the Blue City is an unexplored treasure trove of exquisitely carved Havelis and unknown Bazaars. This area of the city
was primarily inhabited by Brahmins or the highest castes of Hinduism who chose
to add a bit of Indigo while colouring their houses. It is believed that this was to
provide a cooling relief from the scorching heat of summers as light colours reflect heat and also to break the monotony of the plain white lime based white
wash. It could also be a symbol of human resilience towards the stark sandy colours of the Thar Desert around Jodhpur but the Indigo hued Blue City has a
unique identity all its own. After your tour return to the hotel and spend the rest
of the day at leisure.
Accommodation: Raas, Luxury Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 20 - Jodhpur at Leisure
Today is at leisure however a guide and car will be at your disposal if you want to
explore the city further.

Accommodation: Raas, Luxury Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 21 - Travel to Mumbai
This morning transfer to the airport to board your flight to Mumbai. Upon arrival
you will be greeter by our representative in the arrival hall who will escort you to
the waiting vehicle and on to the hotel.
Accommodation: Hyatt Regency, Hyatt Guest Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 22—26 - Neeleshwar at Leisure
Relax and enjoy the sunshine and the hotel facilities over the next few days.

Accommodation: Neeleshwar Hermitage, Sea View Cottage
Meals: Breakfast
Day 27 - Return to Mumbai
This afternoon you will be transferred to the airport to board your flight back to
Mumbai.
Accommodation: Hyatt Regency, Hyatt Guest Room
Meals: Breakfast
Day 28 - Fly home from Mumbai
Today you will be transferred to the airport to board your flight home to London.
Welcome home! We hope you enjoyed India.
-----

Laterally sleeping...
The Imperial, Delhi
The most distinguished hotel in the country’s capital, The Imperial, built in 1931, is
located in the heart of the city. Reflecting the heritage of Mughal Delhi, this hotel offers graceful architecture with modern facilities and utmost elegance. Housing some of
the finest collections of art and artefacts within India - this is a museum hotel, with
fabulous services and a selection of restaurants.
www.theimperialindia.com

ITC Mughal, Agra
Amid 14 hectares of landscaped gardens, this contemporary luxury hotel is 2.6 km
from the iconic Taj Mahal and 3.5 km from the red sandstone Agra Fort. Amenities
include 3 restaurants, 2 bars, and an outdoor pool, as well as jogging tracks, tennis
and mini-golf. There's also a high-end spa with a fitness room, a hot tub and plunge
pools.
www.itchotels.in/hotels/agra/itcmughal.html

Sherbagh, Ranthambore
Consisting of 11 identical air-conditioned tents with traditional-hunting-lodge-campstyle interiors with very comfortable king beds, porch areas, tasteful bathrooms and
excellent showers. The wonderful location borders the national park. The staff are
very friendly, the GM is a naturalist guide himself and the assistant manager has an
Aman background so service levels are high. The food is very good which you'd expect from the Relais Chateaux accreditation. There is a small outdoor pool and two
spa tents together with a library bar and dining tent. Breakfast is a small but good
buffet, lunch a set European menu which is delicious. Afternoon tea is served after the
safaris and dinner is around the campfire.
www.sherbagh.com

Ramathra Fort
A private fort perched on a slight hill, Ramathra Fort overlooks miles of serene country, farms and a large perennial lake which is a great birding site. Ramathra offers six
custom-designed, full facility tents set by the fort ramparts and six charming suites in
the palace. Ramathra offers some of the best walking trails in the region, as well as
wilderness drives into the scrub country. Dining and night times are very special in
Ramathra; meals are home cooked recipes and the night sky is silent, star spangled
and inky blue!
www.ramathrafort.com

...sleeping Laterally
Samode Haveli, Jaipur
A haveli is a grand house with inner courtyards built by wealthy merchants or nobility
as a testimony to their status. This 200 year-old little gem, the townhouse of the royal family of Samode, is one of the more spectacular and authentic examples. Home to
some fabulous frescoes and murals, and with a leafy garden, it's difficult to believe
that from this sanctuary you can stroll out into the bustling city streets of Jaipur.
The gentle and caring staff do their utmost to look after your every whim and a sense
of peace pervades the whole property. With its mix of romantic history, simple style
and unusual features (including an elephant ramp at the entrance, constructed for a
family wedding in the 1940s), Samode Haveli has become the hip heritage hotel in
Jaipur.
www.samode.com/samodehaveli/
Fateh Prakash Palace, Udaipur
Located on the eastern shores of the picturesque Lake Pichola, the palace seems to
have floated straight out of a fairytale. Maharana Fateh Singh, one of the greatest
Maharanas of Mewar, ruled from 1885 to 1935. This palace, constructed during his
reign as an exclusive venue for royal functions, has been meticulously preserved for
discerning guests. The history-soaked interiors, dotted with miniature paintings, portraits, royal artefacts and the armoury of the Mewar dynasty transport you to legendary times. The suites and rooms decorated with original paintings and period furniture from the shakhanas or royal storerooms, cocoon you in velvety luxury as you
soak in the ever-changing hues of the lake from large arched windows.
www.hrhhotels.com/hotels/fateh_prakash_palace/
Rawla Narlai
A 17th-century hunting retreat of the Maharaja of Jodhpur, located in the heart of the
arid Aravalli Hills halfway between Udaipur and Jodhpur. The hotel was sensitively
renovated to ensure that authenticity wasn't lost in the process of attaching bathrooms and enlarging the spaces. Each guest room is unique, but all are characterized
by a sense of simple elegance. Your dapper host, "Tikka," will gladly provide a guide
to take you on a relaxed walk through the village, and on visits to local temples or
the baoli (step well). Or you could go riding on beautiful Marwari horses. Follow these
activities with cocktails in the idyllic garden and a delectable, romantic rooftop dinner.

www.rawlanarlai.com/
Mihirgarh, Rohet
This 375-year-old fortified desert home of the descendants of the Rathores lies on
the banks of a small lake teeming with birdlife, just south of Jodhpur. The Singh family still reside here and run the hotel, restored in traditional Rajput style and filled
with historic trophies and delightful details. Surrounded by the scrublands of the
Great Thar Desert, this is a quiet place of great charm and character, steeped in history. But there is also plenty to do - the Jeep, camel or horse safaris into the desert
and tribal areas are highly recommended.

www.mihirgarh.com/

Laterally sleeping...
Raas, Jodhpur
Great location if you want to be in the heart of the old town bringing with it all the
hustle, bustle and the early morning prayers at the neighbouring mosque (they do
have double glazed windows and earplugs if you need them). This new haveli is impressive. One building is original and the rest are reconstructions - 'cool' is definitely
the 'look' of the hotel as contemporary is fused with some heritage features. The social areas are very inviting. Amazing views of Mehrangarh Fort above with the pool
area facing the al fresco white marbled restaurant. A small spa completes the facilities. There are 39 minimalist rooms with more incredible views of Mehrangarh above.
www.raasjodhpur.com/
Hyatt Regency, Mumbai
Contemporary elegance and style best describes Hyatt Regency a leading luxury airport hotel in Mumbai. A 5-star luxury hotel conveniently located on Sahar Airport
Road, Hyatt Regency Mumbai is just a kilometre from the international airport terminal, 5 kilometres from the domestic terminal and 2 kilometres from the business hub
of Andheri Kurla, MIDC and Seepz.
www.mumbai.regency.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html

Neeleshwar Hermitage
Neeleshwar Hermitage is a lovely peaceful beach and spa hotel in North Kerala. It is
one of a kind and undoubtedly one of the best beaches attached to a hotel in Kerala.
It is set in a palm grove, just back from an unspoiled and safe beach. It has an immensely calm and peaceful atmosphere and has been constructed according to the
architectural principles of Kerala Vastu. The 16 traditional, thatched cottages are
large, airy and wonderfully inviting. They each have their own, very private courtyard
garden. Yoga and massages are available - and the local area offers an alternative to
the ‘backwater experience’ of the South.
www.neeleshwarhermitage.com/

