Israel explored, laterally

Because I’ve always wanted to...

= One way flight
= Return flight
= Drive
= Train/Boat

In a Nutshell...

Flights...

Day 1 - Fly from Heathrow to Tel Aviv. The Jaffa Hotel
Airline &
Flight
Number

From

Departs

To

Arrives

Day 3 - Visit Jerusalem. The Jaffa Hotel

BA 165

Heathrow

08:00

Tel Aviv

14:50

Day 4 - Visit Rosh-HaNikra, Akko & Haifa. The Jaffa Hotel

BA 164

Tel Aviv

16:40

Heathrow

19:55

Day 2 - Visit Jaffa, Tel Aviv & Caesarea. The Jaffa Hotel

Day 5 - Day at leisure. The Jaffa Hotel
Day 6 - Morning at leisure & Afternoon homebound flight

Date

Tel Aviv Promenade

Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly from Heathrow to Tel Aviv.
On arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport we have arranged a VIP meet and
greet service. Following disembarkation of the aircraft you will be met by a representative from LAUFER VIP at the jetway. They will be holding a signboard with
your name on it and will escort you to the Arrivals Terminal for immigration and
customs formalities. You will then be assisted in collecting your baggage and
escorted outside the Terminal where you will be met by your chauffeur from Corinthian Travel’s agents in Israel and transferred into Tel Aviv-Jaffa (about 40
minutes). Check-in at your hotel located in the heart of Old Jaffa on arrival.
Note on Israel Entry Requirements: British Citizens do not require a tourist
visa to enter Israel for stays of up to 90 days. Visitors must be in possession of a
valid ten year passport with a minimum of 6 months validity from the date of departure from Israel and have a minimum of two blank pages for the immigration
stamps.
Israel Airport’s Arrival & Departure Information: Israel is known to have a
tight security system and you may be asked questions at your last gateway before boarding. Some elements in the security inspection might seem intrusive at
times, but the aim of course is not to embarrass but to protect. If you find yourself having a long chat about the purpose of your visit, try not to take it to heart
or let it spoil your visit. There is no security questioning upon arrival to Israel. At
the end of the day everyone is trying to do their job as best they can, and in this
case the job is important and therefore taken seriously.

Dinner this evening is at Onza for 19:15
Accommodation: The Jaffa Hotel, Deluxe Sea View Room.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 2 - Visit Jaffa, Tel Aviv & Caesarea.
This morning at 9am you will meet your English speaking Israeli guide for the
next three days in the lobby of your hotel. Today’s sightseeing is dedicated to
exploring Tel Aviv-Jaffa, the economic capital of Israel, along with Herod the
Great’s port city of Caesarea Maritima.
This vibrant and modern forward looking metropolis has acquired a reputation as

Jaffa

“the city that never stops” and occupies a stunning location overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. The city is a hub of culture, fashion, museums, concert halls and
high-end boutiques. Good weather has spawned a culture of outdoor living and a
vibrant café, restaurant, and nightlife scene.
Start the day in old Jaffa where you will explore the flea market and wander
through the medieval cobbled lanes. Jaffa is one of the oldest cities in the world
and has now become something of an artists colony. Today, Jaffa is full of boutiques and small art galleries but perhaps it is most famous for the Biblical story
of Jonah (a local son) and the whale.

Caesarea Port Wall

Then, drive along Tel Aviv’s impressive sea-front corniche to the ‘White City’
where you will be able to admire the many Bauhaus buildings built in the 30’s,
which credited Tel Aviv to be named by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. One
notable building is the Levin House, an eclectic style building from 1924. Then,
explore the lively Carmel Market and rge quaint neighbourhood of Neve Tsedek.
Lunch (payable locally) will be at the Sarona Market Tel Aviv’s latest culinary centre. Rivalling the new wave of food markets which have popped up around the
world, such as La Boqueria in Barcelona, Chelsea Market in New York City, and
Borough Market in London; Sarona Market is a sharp contrast to Tel Aviv’s traditional food markets and is all about ‘culinary excellence’. It houses around 100
businesses, from local producers of spices, cheeses, meats, and other goods,
to imported delicacies and specialities from around the world.
This afternoon, drive further north from Tel Aviv to Caesarea Maritima – a great
port city established by Herod the Great that subsequently became an important
Crusaders town. On arrival, visit the impressive theatre and Hippodrome, view
the remains of Herod’s palace, and see the tumbled ruins of Herod’s great engineering marvel: the 1st century BC Sebastos Harbour. In 1961, an amazing tangible link with the past was made at Caesarea with the discovery of the Pilate
Stone - the only archaeological item in existence that mentions Pontius Pilate (by
whose order Jesus was crucified) by name. As Prefect of Judea from AD 26 to
36, Pilate lived and administered his province from Caesarea. On exiting the site,
pass through the impressive Crusader walls and proceed to Caesarea’s enormous
aqueducts a couple of minutes up the coast before returning to Jaffa.

Dinner is at Abraxas North for 19:30
Accommodation: The Jaffa Hotel, Deluxe Sea View Room.
Meals: Breakfast.

Caesarea Maritima theatre

View of Jerusalem & Temple Mount

Day 3 - Visit Jerusalem.
A drive of about an hour this morning will bring you to Jerusalem. Held sacred by
Christians, Jews and Muslims, the Eternal City of Jerusalem is one of the holiest,
most complex and fascinating cities in the world – a place that literally effervesces with faith, passion and history.
Start the day at the Mt. of Olives with its unparalleled views of the walled Old
City. Then, drive on to the Jaffa Gate where you will start your walking tour of
the Old City passing through the ancient lanes of the atmospheric Jewish Quarter.
Further on, the land drops away to reveal a stunning view over the Temple Mount
(see note below on visits) - known as the Haram esh-Sharif by Muslims - this is
the most disputed point in this contentious city. On the Temple Mount, Solomon
built the First Temple to enshrine the Ark of the Covenant, Abraham was said to
have prepared the sacrifice of Isaac, and Mohammed ascended to heaven.
Today, this site is the location of two great Islamic shrines: the supremely beautiful golden Dome of the Rock and the silver roofed Al Aqsa Mosque. Descending a
stone staircase will then bring you to the Kotel ha-Ma’aravi - the Western
(Wailing) Wall. This is the last remnant of the Second Temple (built by Herod the
Great in 20 BC) and is considered the most scared site in the Jewish world. Pilgrims and visitors alike flock here to pray and place written wishes into the wall’s
crevices.
Next, walk along part of the Via Dolorosa and see some of the Stations of the
Cross as well as Jerusalem’s oriental souq, then visit the Church of the Holy
Sepulchure, the site of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, Christendom’s most
holy shrine is largely a Crusader building and is shared by seven Christian communities (Latin Catholics, Greek Orthodox, Armenians, Syrians, Copts, and Ethiopians), each with their own chapels, alters and conducting services according to
its own schedule. On conclusion of your Jerusalem sightseeing return to Jaffa.
Note on Jerusalem sightseeing: Please note that there are many different
ways to explore the wonders of the Old City. The suggested routing and sites
listed here may be altered and adjusted by your guide depending on your interests, pace of travel, and the volume of visitor numbers at any given point. Visitors
to the religious sites are requested to dress modestly. Shorts should not be worn,
nor should sleeveless shirts or blouses. Ladies should carry a headscarf. Please
note that it is not possible for non-Muslims to enter mosques in Jerusalem
(including the Dome of the Rock). The Temple Mount is the most politically sensitive place in Israel. Security at the Temple Mount is always very tight and this
can result in queues of up to an hour (or more) to enter the site. If you would

Jerusalem Mount of Olives

Old Quarter of Jerusalem

Temple Mount
like to try and visit to Temple Mount (open Sun—Thu 07:30 to 10.30 am, and
12.30 to 13:30 hrs) please advise your guide in advance and take your passports.
In this case we would recommend an early start and being at the site by 07:00
am.
Note: If wanted I recommend a site visit to The David Citadel in Jerusalem.

At 17:30 you will meet up with Arie and Miri and then have dinner, restaurant
TBC.
Accommodation: The Jaffa Hotel, Deluxe Sea View Room.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 4 - Visit Rosh-HaNikra, Akko & Haifa.
Meet your driver-guide for a full day excursion along coastal Israel. A drive of just
under two hours will bring you to Rosh-HaNikra on the Mediterranean shore, a
site just south of the Lebanese border, where you will see the spectacular caverns and tunnels formed by wave action eroding soft chalk rock. The cable car
taking you down to the grottos is one of the steepest in the world!
A short journey will then bring you to the charming medieval town of Akko (Acre)
which is also known as the ‘Crusaders’ City’ where you will have lunch at the renown seafood restaurant Uri Buri (meal payable locally). Restaurant booked for
12:30.
This afternoon enter the stunning subterranean Crusader city and tour the barrel
vaulted halls, streets, storage rooms, and dungeon that once comprised the Hospitaller Fortress. Explore the lively souqs, walk through the narrow streets of the
Old Town, and discover the Templar Tunnels before returning to Tel Aviv. Akko
is one of the most atmospheric places in Israel, and has a history dating back to
Phoenician times, but it was during the Crusades, when Akko was the gateway to
the Holy Land, that the city reached its zenith. After Akko’s reconquest in the
Third Crusade by Richard Coeur de Lion of England and Philip II of France, the
city became the defacto capital of the Crusader kingdom. At this time, many of
the most powerful and colourful Crusader orders—The Knights Templar, the Teutonic Order, and the Hospitaller Order of St John established centres here. Today,
above ground, Old Akko resembles a typical fortified Ottoman town — but below
street level— the remains of the Crusader town lie almost intact!

After your tour return to Tel Aviv stopping enroute Haifa where you’ll be able to

Akko

Bahai’i Gardens

view the stunning Bahai’i Gardens. On arrival at the Jaffa Hotel say ‘good-bye’ to
your Israeli driver-guide.
Note: Please advise if you would like to visit the highly characterful Efendi Hotel
while in Akko. It’s owned by the same person as Uri Buri restaurant.
Accommodation: The Jaffa Hotel, Deluxe Sea View Room.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 5 - Day at leisure
Happy Birthday Nick! Spend today celebrating in Tel Aviv.

Lunch at Manta Ray for 12:30
Dinner at Popina for 19:30.
Accommodation: The Jaffa Hotel, Deluxe Sea View Room.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 6 - Morning at leisure & Afternoon homebound flight
This morning will be at leisure in Tel Aviv. Please note that hotel check-out is at
11am.
At 14:00 you will be met in the lobby of your hotel by a representative from Corinthian’s agents in Israel and transferred to Tel Aviv Ben Gurion International
Airport.
Accommodation: None
Meals: Breakfast

-----

Tel Aviv Street

Tel Aviv Harbour

Laterally sleeping...

The Jaffa Hotel, Tel Aviv
The Jaffa is located within the walls of a 19th century complex that once housed Jaffa's French Hospital. The Jaffa is a mixture of old and new and guest can choose to
stay in the restored 19th century wing, with lofty ceilings and arched windows, or in
the contemporary building, with a more modern architectural style. The hotel has 120
rooms and suites offering views over Jaffa, the Mediterranea, or the hotel’s courtyard.
Each room has a private balcony, king beds and custom designer furniture. Dom Camillo, the hotel’s restaurant serves Italian cuisine and all food is sourced locally. The
4,500– square foot spa offers a wide range of treatments as well has having four saunas. The hotel also has it’s own restored chapel, as the sun sets the chapel becomes
one of Tel Aviv’s most stylish and exclusive night spots and can also be used from
daytime meetings to cocktail receptions to unforgettable weddings.
https://www.thejaffahotel.com/

