Because I’ve always wanted to...

Journey key:
A.
Amman - Four Seasons
B.
Petra - Movenpick Hotel
C.
Dead Sea - Kempinski
Ishtar Resort

In a Nutshell...
Day 1 - Fly to Dubai. Fly to Amman, Jordan. Four Seasons Hotel.
Day 2 - Jerash, Rassoun, Ajlun. Four Seasons Hotel.
Day 3 - Mt. Nebo, Madaba, and Kerak. Arrive Petra. Movenpick Hotel.
Day 4 - Visit Petra. Movenpick Hotel.
Day 5 - Little Petra. Transfer to the Dead Sea. Kempinski Ishtar Resort.
Day 6 - Transfer to Amman Airport. Departure.
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Your Recommended Itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly to Amman, Jordan.
Check in at London Airport for your flight to Amman, Jordan. Flight duration 5
hours, 10 minutes. We recommend airport check-in at least three hours prior to
the flight departure time.
On arrival, follow the signs for Passport Control, buy your Jordanian tourist visas
from the Visa Booth, and clear the immigration formalities. Once you have collected your checked luggage, walk through Customs into the Arrivals Hall where a
laterallife representative will meet you. Our representative will be holding a sign
board with your names on it for identification. From the airport a private transfer
will take you to your Amman hotel (about 45 minutes). On arrival check-in.

Note on Jordan Entry Requirements: Visas and a passport are required to enter
Jordan. British passport holders can obtain a Jordanian tourist visa on arrival at
the airport providing that there is a minimum of 6 months validity on your passport and a minimum of two blank pages. The cost is JD 40 per person
(approximately £36) this sum must be paid for in cash. The Visa Booth is located
opposite the immigration counters next to a Bureau de Change.
Accommodation: Four Seasons Hotel Amman.
Meals: None.
Day 2 - Jerash, Rassoun, Ajlun.
This morning you will be met by your English speaking guide for the day in the
lobby of your hotel. A 50 minute drive north of Amman will bring you to Jerash
(ancient Gerasa) one of the best preserved Roman cities in the Middle East. Here
you will tour the ruins for approximately 1 hour 30 minutes.
The sights will include the distinctive elliptical forum with its beautiful Ionic colonnade, Hadrian’s Arch, the Hippodrome and the Temple of Artemis – Jerash’s most
splendid monument. Jerash came to prominence during the Hellenistic period,
with later tradition ascribing its foundation to Alexander the Great, but it was not
until the 3nd and 3rd centuries AD that the city’s ‘Golden Age’ came and Jerash
was promoted to the status of ’Colony’. At this time it is thought that there was a
population of between 20,000 and 25,000. Next, drive to through the attractive
and olive strewn Mediterranean-like countryside to the small village of Rassoun.
On arrival, enjoy a home-cooked Jordanian lunch at the house of a Rassoun villager, then continue Ajlun to visit the Crusader period castle built by Saladin’s
cousin Izz ad-Din Usama between 1184 - 1185. This rare example of a wholly
Islamic fortification expanded into its current configuration in 1214 and was intended to check Crusader expansion from across the Jordan valley and guard the
iron-ore deposits in the Ajlun hills.
The castle which is known as Qala’at Ar-Rabadh in Arabic has been restored and
offers wonderful views in all directions. On completion of your visit return to Amman, a journey time of approximately an hour.
Dinner Suggestion: Fakhir-Ed-Din restaurant (2nd Circle, Amman). This is one of
the best Lebanese restaurants in Jordan. This famous establishment is located in
a stunning townhouse and serves an extensive range of mezze and other special
creations. The restaurant is a short taxi ride from your hotel. Meal and transfers
payable locally.

Accommodation: Four Seasons Hotel Amman.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch.
Day 3 - Mt. Nebo, Madaba, and Kerak. Arrive Petra.
After breakfast, set off south along the Kings Highway, a scenic and ancient road
connecting Amman with the Red Sea coast at Aqaba. This is one of the world’s longest used trading routes and passes through the biblical lands of the Ammonites, Moabites and Edomites, in addition to many fine historical sites, along the way.
A drive of 40 minutes will bring you to Mt. Nebo, the site from where Moses first saw
the Promised Land. The church (currently closed for restoration) commands wonderful views over the Dead Sea and West Bank. Close by, the bustling market town of
Madaba is noted for its Ottoman houses and detailed Byzantine mosaics including a
historically significant 6th century mosaic map featuring the biblically important sites
in the Holy Land.
On arrival, visit the Church of St. George to see the famous map mosaic then take a
short walk through Madaba’s pleasant streets to the Archaeological Park to view the
impressive Byzantine mosaics.
Next, have lunch at Hikayet Siti, an atmospheric restaurant serving superb local cuisine. Between Madaba and Kerak the Kings Highway presents a scenic treat as it
drops more than 1,200 metres in height and offers spectacular views over the National Park of Wadi Mujib canyon.
On arrival at Kerak visit the huge Crusader and Mamluk castle with its awe-inspiring
ring of walls. The castle was once under the control of Raynald de Chatillon (aka The
Elephant of Christ), one of the most daring and controversial of the Crusading
knights. Although it was not the first Crusader castle to be built east of the Jordan
River, its strength and location made Kerak the most important of the defences
guarding the Latin Kingdom’s exposed eastern flank.
The final leg of today’s journey will take you on to Petra (about 2 hours 15 minutes).
On arrival check-in at your hotel.

Note on Kerak Castle Renovations: Please note that the western part of Kerak castle
along with the small on-site Kerak Museum will be closed for renovations at the time
of your visit.
Accommodation: Movenpick Hotel Petra.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch.
Day 4 - Visit Petra.
This morning visit the UNESCO World Heritage site of Petra. A local guide will accompany you for a full day’s sightseeing. We will arrange for a buggy to take you
through the Siq to the Treasury (doctor’s note required). A buffet lunch will be provided at the Basin restaurant within the site.
The extraordinary coloured rocks, celebrated tombs, and grand, carved façades of
the ‘rose-red’ city are amongst the world’s most impressive archaeological treasures.
Petra was the grand capital of the Nabataeans, an Arab tribe who once ruled most of
Arabia and straddled the all important ‘Incense Route’ from South Arabia. The city

grew rich through trade and with the wealth gained embellished their capital with
splendid monuments, watercourses and gardens. Strabo records the impressions of
a Roman traveller who visited the Petra at its zenith in the late 1 century BC who
describes a cosmopolitan city with Romans and other foreigners mingling with the
local inhabitants who lived in luxurious villas, and a ‘democratic’ monarch who lived
in a ’great house’. Petra’s fortunes declined following a shift in trade routes, and it
was then forgotten by the West for more than a thousand years. The site is approached via the Siq, a dramatic narrow gorge of striking beauty hemmed in by
cliffs up to 80 metres in height. After 1.5 kilometres the stunning edifice of the
Treasury (El Khazneh) emerges dramatically through a narrow gap. Further on the
intricately carved Royal Tombs, Street of the Façades, High Place of Sacrifice, Qasr
al Bint and the enormous Monastery (El Deir) all wait to be discovered.
Notes on Petra Visit:
•
A visit to Petra involves a lot of walking and sturdy shoes are required. The
ground is often uneven and rocky.
•
Bathroom facilities are available within the site.
•
Drinks are available within the site, although we also recommend bringing
some bottled water with you.
•
If visiting the Monastery (ed Deir) please be aware that an ascent of approximately 800 steps is required to reach the monument. Local Bedouin will offer
to transport you (for a fee) on a donkey from the Basin Restaurant; although
we strongly advise against this mode of transport as the ground is slippery
for the donkey’s hooves and there are some considerable drops. It is much
safer to take your time and walk up slowly (approximately 40 minutes) enjoying the views as you go. There is a cafe serving refreshments overlooking
the Monastery.
Accommodation: Movenpick Hotel Petra.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch.
Day 5 - Little Petra. Transfer to the Dead Sea.
After breakfast visit the small, yet important, Nabataean site of Little Petra (about
15 minutes). The site is complete with its own mini gorge known as the Siq Al Barid
and has several interesting rock-cut structures including that of the Painted House
which retains much of its original plastered decoration on its back wall. Many scholars believe that Little Petra was a caravan site for greater Petra where traders
would halt and conduct their business.
After your visit a scenic drive of about 4 hours will bring you to the Dead Sea.
Check-in on arrival, then enjoy the remainder of the day at leisure.
The unique characteristics of the Dead Sea, which at more than 360 metres below
sea level is the lowest dry point on earth, have attracted visitors (including Queen
Cleopatra of Egypt) for centuries. Here you may experience the strange sensation
of floating cork like in its waters, indulge in spa treatments, and benefit from the
regions special dry climate with its weakened ultraviolet radiation and high oxygen
content.
The Kempinski Hotel is a magnificent Babylonian inspired resort located directly on
the Dead Sea and offering its own beachfront; several swimming pools, a choice of
dining options, extensive recreational choices and the Anantara Spa: a modern
labyrinth of wellness full of whirlpools, steam rooms and saunas, as well as meditation and yoga rooms.

Note on Dead Sea Spa Treatments: The Kempinski Hotel has a very impressive
Anantara Spa: a modern labyrinth of wellness full of whirlpools, steam rooms and
saunas, as well as meditation and yoga rooms. Should you be interested in indulging in any spa treatments (supplement applies) while at the Dead Sea it is highly
recommended that you book in advance to secure your preferred treatment and
time. We would be delighted to make these reservations on your behalf.
Accommodation: Kempinski Ishtar Resort, Dead Sea.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 6 - Transfer to Amman Airport. Departure.
This morning you will be met at your hotel and transferred to Amman International
Airport, a journey time of approximately 1 hour. On arrival, check-in for your onward flight.
Meals: Breakfast.
-----

Laterally sleeping...
FOUR SEASONS HOTEL, AMMAN
Situated between the prestigious Al Sweifiyah residential area and the Shmeisani financial district, Four Seasons offers Amman's finest setting for business or leisure. Its
dramatic hilltop location has breathtaking views of the surrounding cityscape.
The 15-storey hotel offers 192 generously sized guest rooms and suites – the largest
in the city. Furnished in the splendid comfort that is distinctively Four Seasons, all
guest rooms offer stunning city views and are equipped with CD and DVD players,
satellite television, mini bar, wire or wireless internet access, and in-room safe. Excellent dining options are offered at a choice of three restaurants including Vivace – one
of the very best Italian restaurants in Amman.
The hotels extensive leisure facilities include a spa, where the curative essences of the
Dead Sea are used in traditional Jordanian treatments, a wellness centre with an extensive range of cardiovascular machines and weights, a squash court, and both indoor and out door swimming pools.

MOVENPICK HOTEL, PETRA
The Movenpick Resort is the best address in Petra and is a good 4 star hotel benefiting from a superb location within easy walking distance to the entrance to the historic
site. The 183 rooms and suites are equipped with modern conveniences including airconditioning / heating, satellite television, direct dial telephones, tea and coffee making facilities, hair dryer and mini bar.
Dining is offered at a choice of two venues, the beautifully decorated a la carte Al
Iwan restaurant, or Al Saraya which offers extensive buffets. Al Maqaad is the hotel
bar and is beautifully decorated in a Damascene style. Additional facilities include a
small library containing a selection of books about Petra, a steam bath, gym, and wellness centre with out-door pool. Please note that the swimming pool is empty during
the cooler months.

...sleeping Laterally
KEMPINSKI ISHTAR RESORT & SPA, DEAD SEA
Located at the lowest point on Earth, the Kempinski Dead Sea has been designed in
tribute to the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and offers three luxurious enclaves set
amidst gardens dotted with lagoons, waterfalls and private pools. The Hotel has 318
rooms and suites in two areas: the main hotel and the Ishtar Villas (a boutique resort).
All rooms and suites benefit from stunning views of the Dead Sea with spacious patios or balconies – the perfect places to enjoy the Dead Sea’s dramatic sunsets. Inroom amenities include a complementary mini bar and internet access, separate
shower and bathtub, tea and coffee making facilities, satellite television and safe.
There are a variety of venues for dining, offering both buffet and á la carte menus.
The keystone of the Kempinski Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea is the Anantara Spa, which offers guests 20 treatment rooms, 28 Spa Suites plus outdoor therapy lounges covering
an area of 10,000 sqm dedicated to creating calm, serenity and rejuvenation. It
is considered one of the largest spas in the Middle East. Further leisure facilities include nine fresh water swimming pools including Infinity Edge Pools, a children’s
pool, a gymnasium and the longest private beach in Jordan, where one can bask in
the ultra-violet filtered sunshine of the Dead Sea.

