Because I’ve always wanted to...

Journey key:
A.
Amman - Four Seasons
B.
Petra - Movenpick Hotel
C.
Aqaba - Moevenpick Resort &
Spa Tala Bay
D.
Wadi Rum - Bespoke Hideaways
Camp
E.
Dead Sea - Kempinski Ishtar

In a Nutshell...

Flights...

Day 1 - Fly from London to Amman, Jordan. Four Seasons Hotel.
Day 2 - Visit Jerash, transfer to Petra. Movenpick Hotel.
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Day 4 - Transfer to Red Sea. Afternoon at leisure. Movenpick Tala Bay.
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Day 5 - At leisure by Red Sea. Movenpick Tala Bay.
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Day 3 - Visit Petra. Dinner at Petra Kitchen. Movenpick Hotel.

Day 6 - At leisure by Red Sea. Movenpick Tala Bay.
Day 7 - At leisure by Red Sea. Movenpick Tala Bay.
Day 8 - Morning at leisure. Transfer to Wadi Rum. Bespoke Hideaways Camp.
Day 9 - Kerak castle, arrive Dead Sea. Kempinski Ishtar.
Day 10 - Transfer to Amman. Fly to London.

Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly from London to Amman, Jordan.
This afternoon check in at London Airport for your flight to Amman, Jordan. We
recommend airport check-in at least three hours prior to the flight departure
time.
On arrival, follow the signs for Passport Control, buy your Jordanian tourist visas
from the Visa Booth, and clear the immigration formalities. Once you have collected your checked luggage, walk through Customs into the Arrivals Hall where a
representative from Corinthian’s agents in Jordan will meet you. A laterallife representative will be holding a sign board with your names on it for identification.
From the airport a private transfer will take you to your Amman hotel (about 45
minutes). On arrival check-in.

Note on Jordan Entry Requirements: Visas and a passport are required to enter
Jordan. British passport holders can obtain a Jordanian tourist visa on arrival at
the airport providing that there is a minimum of 6 months validity on your passport and a minimum of 1 free page. The cost is JD 40 per person (approximately
£36) this sum must be paid for in cash. The Visa Booth is located opposite the
immigration counters next to a Bureau de Change.
Accommodation: Four Seasons Hotel Amman.
Meals: None.
Day 2 - Visit Jerash, transfer to Petra.
This morning you will be met in the lobby of your hotel by your English speaking
driver and transferred to Jerash (ancient Gerasa), a 50 minute drive outside Amman, and one of the best preserved Roman cities in the Middle East. Here you
will tour the ruins with a local guide for approximately 1 hour 30 minutes.
The sights will include the distinctive elliptical forum with its beautiful Ionic colonnade, Hadrian’s Arch, the Hippodrome and the Temple of Artemis – Jerash’s most
splendid monument. Jerash came to prominence during the Hellenistic period,
with later tradition ascribing its foundation to Alexander the Great, but it was not
until the 3nd and 3rd centuries AD that the city’s ‘Golden Age’ came and Jerash
was promoted to the status of ’Colony’. At this time it is thought that there was a
population of between 20,000 and 25,000.

After a Lebanese style lunch at Jerash your will be transferred to Petra, a journey
time of 4 hours. Check-in at your hotel on arrival.
Following check-in you might like to have a short stroll outside your hotel and see
how the sand bottles are made using different coloured ground rock from the
Petra area. It is possible to have your name written in sand as a souvenir!
Accommodation: Movenpick Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch.
Day 3 - Visit Petra. Dinner at Petra Kitchen.
This morning visit the UNESCO World Heritage site of Petra accompanied by a
local guide. The duration of the guided visit will be approximately 2 to 3 hours

and takes you from the site entrance through the Siq to the Treasury, then along
the lower path to Qasr Al-Bint.
A buffet lunch will be provided at the Basin restaurant within the site.
The afternoon will be at your leisure to continue exploring. We would highly recommend making the effort to climb up to The Monastery (Ed Deir), or if the
thought of the 800 steps is too much, to take a closer look at the ‘Royal Tombs’
on your way back to the hotel. The extraordinary coloured rocks, celebrated
tombs, and grand, carved façades of the ‘rose-red’ city are amongst the world’s
most impressive archaeological treasures.
Petra was the grand capital of the Nabataeans, an Arab tribe who once ruled
most of Arabia and straddled the all important ‘Incense Route’ from South Arabia.
The city grew rich through trade and with the wealth gained embellished their
capital with splendid monuments, watercourses and gardens. Strabo records the
impressions of a Roman traveller who visited the Petra at its zenith in the late 1
century BC who describes a cosmopolitan city with Romans and other foreigners
mingling with the local inhabitants who lived in luxurious villas, and a ‘democratic’
monarch who lived in a ’great house’. Petra’s fortunes declined following a shift
in trade routes, and it was then forgotten by the West for more than a thousand
years. The site is approached via the Siq, a dramatic narrow gorge of striking
beauty hemmed in by cliffs up to 80 metres in height. After 1.5 kilometres the
stunning edifice of the Treasury (El Khazneh) emerges dramatically through a
narrow gap.
Further on the intricately carved Royal Tombs, Street of the Façades, High Place
of Sacrifice, Qasr al Bint and the enormous Monastery (El Deir) all wait to be discovered.
This evening, (starting at 18:30 hours) dinner will be at the Petra Kitchen restaurant, a 3 minute drive from your hotel. Here you will learn how to prepare a Jordanian meal with fellow guests and then sit down and enjoy the meal you have
jointly created. Each evening meal includes soup, cold and hot mezze, salads and
a main course. This daily event is interactive and great fun as well as giving you
an inside glimpse into the culinary traditions of the Middle East.

Notes on Petra Visit:
1.
A visit to Petra involves a lot of walking and sturdy shoes are required. The
ground is often uneven and rocky.
2.
Bathroom facilities are available within the site.
3.
Drinks are available within the site, although we also recommend bringing
some bottled water with you.
4.
If visiting the Monastery (ed Deir) please be aware that an ascent of approximately 800 steps is required to reach the monument. Local Bedouin
will offer to transport you (for a fee) on a donkey from the Basin Restaurant; although we strongly advise against this mode of transport as the
ground is slippery for the donkey’s hooves and there are some considerable
drops. It is much safer to take your time and walk up slowly
(approximately 40 minutes) enjoying the views as you go. There is a cafe
serving refreshments overlooking the Monastery.
Accommodation: Movenpick Hotel
Meals: Breakfast & Buffet lunch at Basin Restaurant in Petra.
Day 4 - Transfer to Red Sea. Afternoon at leisure.

A drive of about 2 hours 30 minutes will bring you to the Red Sea coast and the
resort of Tala Bay this morning. On arrival check-in in at your beachfront hotel.
The remainder of the day will be at leisure.
The Mövenpick Resort & Spa, Tala Bay, is located by a sandy beach on the southern shores of the Red Sea, and is a twenty minute drive from the port of Aqaba.
The property offers a wide range of leisure amenities with over 3,000 sqm
of magnificent swimming pools, water activities, and the 1,200 m2 Zara Spa
which specialises in a wide variety of treatments and therapies. In addition the
hotel has an on-site dive centre, shopping Arcade, children’s activities centre,
and daily activity programme.
Accommodation: Movenpick Resort & Spa.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 5 - 7 - At leisure by Red Sea.
These days will be at leisure by the Red Sea.
Optional Activities (some payable locally):
•
Glass bottom boat trips.
•
Snorkelling & Scuba diving boat trips.
•
Motorised watersports.
•
Non-motorised watersports.
•
Aqaba Aquarium.
•
Children’s club.
•
Daily activities.
Accommodation: Movenpick Resort & Spa
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 8 - Morning at leisure. Transfer to Wadi Rum.
The morning will be at leisure by the Red Sea (please note that hotel check-out is
at 12 noon today).
In the early afternoon you will be met by your driver and transferred north to
explore the stunning desert valley of Wadi Rum (approximately 1 hour). On arrival embark on a 90 minute off-road desert adventure in a 4WD vehicle.
Wadi Rum offers what is arguably some of the finest and most romantic wild desert scenery in Arabia. The whole area is still the preserve of the Bedouin whose’
low black goat-hair tents can be seen dotting the landscape. During the First
World War T.E Lawrence (of Arabia) made his home in the valley and famously
described Rum as “Vast, echoing, and God-like”. Many visitors may be familiar
with the landscapes of Rum as a result of David Lean’s epic film about the exploits of Lawrence which features many dramatic sequences filmed in the valley.
The valley is best experienced in the early morning or late afternoon when the
lighting is at its best.
At the end of your jeep ride you will be dropped off at your Wadi Rum Desert
Camp. As the shadows being to lengthen you will be met at your camp by camels

for an hour long sunset camel ride. This evening grilled meats, mezze, and salads
will be prepared and served, then you will be able to sit back, relax, and admire
the brilliance of the desert night sky. (We would highly recommend bringing a
star-gazing guide).

Note on Wadi Rum visit: The desert excursion is a bumpy and dusty experience
and not recommended if you have back problems. The vehicles used are all
owned by a co-operative and are usually basic and have a rather battered appearance.
Accommodation: Bespoke Hideaways Camp.
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner at the Bespoke Hideaways Camp.
Day 9 - Kerak castle, arrive Dead Sea.
This morning there will be an opportunity to witness the magical site of sunrise in
the desert.
After checking-out from your desert camp, a drive of about 3 hours will bring you
to Kerak the site of a huge Crusader and Mamluk castle with an awe-inspiring
ring of walls. Although it was not the first Crusader castle to be built east of the
Jordan, its strength and location made Kerak the most important of the defences
guarding the Latin Kingdom’s exposed eastern flank.
Next, you will be driven down into the Jordan Valley and along the scenic eastern
shore of the Dead Sea to your hotel. After check-in remainder of the day will be
at leisure. Here you may experience the strange sensation of floating cork like in
its waters, indulge in spa treatments, and benefit from the regions special dry
climate with its weakened ultraviolet radiation and high oxygen content.
The Kempinski hotel is a magnificent Babylonian inspired resort located directly
on the Dead Sea and offering its own beachfront; several swimming pools, a
choice of dining options, extensive recreational choices and the Anantara Spa: a
modern labyrinth of wellness full of whirlpools, steam rooms and saunas, as well
as meditation and yoga rooms.

Note on Kerak Castle Renovations: Please note that the western part of Kerak
castle along with the small on-site Kerak Museum will be closed for renovations at
the time of your visit.
Accommodation: Kempinski Ishtar Resort.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 10 - Transfer to Amman. Fly to London.
Transfer to Amman International Airport, a journey time of approximately 45
minutes, and check-in for your flight to London.
Meals: Breakfast.

-----

Laterally sleeping...
FOUR SEASONS HOTEL, AMMAN
Situated between the prestigious Al Sweifiyah residential area and the Shmeisani financial district, Four Seasons offers Amman's finest setting for business or leisure. Its
dramatic hilltop location has breathtaking views of the surrounding cityscape. The 15storey hotel offers 192 generously sized guest rooms and suites – the largest in the
city. Furnished in the splendid comfort that is distinctively Four Seasons, all guest
rooms offer stunning city views and are equipped with CD and DVD players, satellite
television, mini bar, wire or wireless internet access, and in-room safe. Excellent dining options are offered at a choice of three restaurants including Vivace – one of the
very best Italian restaurants in Amman. The hotels extensive leisure facilities include a
spa, where the curative essences of the Dead Sea are used in traditional Jordanian
treatments, a wellness centre with an extensive range of cardiovascular machines and
weights, a squash court, and both indoor and out door swimming pools.
MOVENPICK HOTEL, PETRA
The Movenpick Resort is the best address in Petra and is a good 4 star hotel benefiting from a superb location within easy walking distance to the entrance to the historic
site. The 183 rooms and suites are equipped with modern conveniences including airconditioning / heating, satellite television, direct dial telephones, tea and coffee making facilities, hair dryer and mini bar. Dining is offered at a choice of two venues, the
beautifully decorated a la carte Al Iwan restaurant, or Al Saraya which offers extensive
buffets. Al Maqaad is the hotel bar and is beautifully decorated in a Damascene style.
Additional facilities include a small library containing a selection of books about Petra,
a steam bath, gym, and wellness centre with out-door pool. Please note that the
swimming pool is empty during the cooler months.
MOVENPICK RESORT & SPA, TALA BAY
The Mövenpick Resort & Spa, Tala Bay, is located by a sandy beach on the southern
shores of the Red Sea, and is a twenty minute drive from the port of Aqaba. The
property has 306 rooms, including 145 family rooms, which all share a generous and
modern design and feature light-coloured furnishings. All rooms have air-conditioning,
TV, coffee and tea making facilities, direct dial phone/voice-mail, wireless internet, as
hairdryer, minibar, 24-hour room service, in-room safe box. A free mini bar is also
included. Family rooms consist of a master bedroom with a double bed and a room
with two single beds. Family Superior Rooms are pool facing. Guests' culinary needs
are catered for with an all-day-dining restaurant, an Italian speciality restaurant, and a
bayside al fresco restaurant as well as various bars including: a Lobby Lounge,
bar and terrace, Chill-Out Bar with veranda, an narguileh terrace, a Fun Pub and Terrace and a Poolside Bar. The Movenpick Tala Bay offers a wide range of leisure amenities with over 3,000 sqm of magnificent swimming pools, water activities, and the
1,200 m2 Zara Spa which specialises in a wide variety of treatments and therapies. In
addition the hotel has an on-site dive centre, shopping Arcade, and a children activities centre.

...sleeping Laterally
BESPOKE HIDEAWAYS CAMP, WADI RUM
Remote and secluded, the Bespoke Hideaways Camp is a luxurious tented Bedouinstyle property offering guests what is undoubtedly the finest and most exclusive experience in Jordan's magnificent red desert of Wadi Rum. The camp comprises of six
tented suites which are perfectly positioned to provide mesmerizing views over the
land T.E Lawrence once famously described as "vast, echoing and God-Like." Each
luxurious tented suite is tastefully decorated with Bedouin influences and features
luxurious bed linens, a hardwood floor, private deck, and en-suite bathroom with
walk-in shower (with hot and cold running water) copper washbasin and private toilet. Completing the interior are two comfortable bamboo chairs, hanging closet, luxurious amenities from the Dead Sea, and a heater to keep you warm at night. Cuisine
at the Bespoke Hideaways Camp offers the prospect of mouth-watering Bedouin dishes infused with different herbs and spices. Choose to dine in the traditional goat-hair
Bedouin tent or al fresco under the canopy of stars. In the evening, candles, torches
and lanterns are lit to create an unforgettably romantic atmosphere amongst the
sands. Breakfast is served on a nearby sandstone hill overlooking the stunning landscape and mountains of Wadi Rum. A range of desert activities are available at The
Bespoke Hideaways Camp and include: 4WD drives, camel rides, sand boarding and
hiking - or choose to sit back, relax, and enjoy the peace and solitude of your magnificent surroundings.

KEMPINSKI ISHTAR RESORT & SPA, DEAD SEA
Located at the lowest point on Earth, the Kempinski Dead Sea has been designed in
tribute to the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and offers three luxurious enclaves set
amidst gardens dotted with lagoons, waterfalls and private pools. The Hotel has 318
rooms and suites in two areas: the main hotel and the Ishtar Villas (a boutique resort). All rooms and suites benefit from stunning views of the Dead Sea with spacious
patios or balconies – the perfect places to enjoy the Dead Sea’s dramatic sunsets. Inroom amenities include a complementary mini bar and internet access, separate
shower and bathtub, tea and coffee making facilities, satellite television and safe.
There are a variety of venues for dining, offering both buffet and á la carte menus.
The keystone of the Kempinski Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea is the Anantara Spa, which offers guests 20 treatment rooms, 28 Spa Suites plus outdoor therapy lounges covering
an area of 10,000 sqm dedicated to creating calm, serenity and rejuvenation. It
is considered one of the largest spas in the Middle East. Further leisure facilities include nine fresh water swimming pools including Infinity Edge Pools, a children’s
pool, a gymnasium and the longest private beach in Jordan, where one can bask in
the ultra-violet filtered sunshine of the Dead Sea.

