Lebanon & Jordan explored, Laterally

Because I’ve always wanted to...

In a Nutshell...
Day 1, - Arrive in Beirut. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 2, - Tyre & Sidon Visit. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 3, - Full Day Tour of Beirut. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 4, - Explore the Qadisha Valley. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 5, - Visit Baalbek & Zahle. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 6, - Discover Byblos & Nightlife Tour. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 7, - At leisure in Beirut. Four Seasons Beirut
Day 8, - Visit the Beiteddine Palace & Fly to Amman. Four Seasons Hotel, Amman
Day 9, - Tour of Jerash & Onwards to Wadi Rum. Aicha Camp
Day 10, - Hot Air Balloon. Movenpick Petra
Day 11, - Full Day Tour of Petra & Petra by Candlelight. Movenpick Petra
Day 12, - Drive to the Dead Sea via Kerak Castle. Kempinski Ishtar
Day 13, - Homebound flight

Flights...

Juliana Steiner

Date

Airline & Flight
Number

From

Departs

To

Lisbon

Rome

Venice

Rome

Rome

Beirut

Beirut

Amman

Amman

London

London

Miami

Amman

Rome

Rome

Lisbon

Amman

Barcelona

Arrives

Class

Your Final Itinerary...
Day 1, - Arrive in Beirut
On arrival at Beirut airport follow the signs for immigration and passport control.
A representative from Laterallife’s agents in Lebanon (Tetrapylon) will meet you
prior to the immigration counters. On completion of the immigration formalities,
you will be transferred to your hotel in Beirut (approx. fifteen minutes drive).
Note on Lebanon Entry Requirements: Hungarian and Colombian Citizens
require a visa to enter Lebanon. For Hungarian Citizens tourist visas are available
on arrival at Beirut International Airport and are currently issued free of charge.
Passports must have a minimum of 6 months validity from the date of entry into
Lebanon and at least one free page for the visa stamp. Colombian Citizens must
apply prior to arrival for their Lebanese visas. Please note: Should there be any
evidence of a visit to Israel in your passport you will be refused entry to Lebanon.
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None
Day 2, - Tyre & Sidon Visit
Meet your English speaking guide in the lobby of the hotel this morning at
9:00am. Leave Beirut behind and travel along Lebanon’s southern littoral to the
maritime city of Sidon - once one of the great trading entrepots of early antiquity,
though very little remains from its ancient past. In Sidon explore the attractive
Sea Castle built by the Crusaders in the 13th century on a small island connected
to the city by a narrow causeway, then delve into Sidon’s wonderful maze-like
medieval covered souqs, visit the lovely Dibbeen Palace, the Audi soap Museum
and the Khan el Franj.

Next, drive inland to Maghdoucheh to visit the cave in which, it is believed, the
Virgin Mary waited for Jesus when he was preaching in Sidon. The cave—known
as Mantara or Point of Awaiting—has been transformed into a chapel. Outside
stands a towering statue of the Virgin and Child.
Then, continue your drive on to Tyre (Sur in Arabic). Tyre was one of the great
trading entrepots of early antiquity and the ghosts of the past abound amongst
its atmospheric ruins. Little remains from the Phoenician past, though legend tells
us that the Tyrians under Princess Dido sailed from here to North Africa where
they founded the colony of Carthage. Tyre’s golden age began in the second half

of the 12th century BC when the ‘People of the Sea’ devastated Sidon and Byblos
but left Tyre alone to flourish under King Hiram, (970—936) son of Abi-Baal. It
was Hiram, a contemporary of King David, who sent cedarwood and craftsmen to
Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. In 333 BC Alexander the Great sacked Tyre and
sold its inhabitants into slavery but the city recovered so such an extent that Strabo wrote in wonder of the Tyrian houses which he said were higher than those in
Rome. The ascendancy of neighbouring Sidon led to the decline of Tyre. The city
fell into the hands of the Crusaders between 1124 to 1291 AD, then on the fall of
the Crusader Kingdom for the first time in its history, Tyre became a Mediterranean backwater. The town is now known for its wonderful UNESCO World Heritage
Roman and Byzantine ruins. These are the harbour and an inland site that contains the city’s necropolis and the best preserved hippodrome in the world.
Tyre supported the Roman emperor Septimius Severus in his bid for the imperial
purple and he in turn rewarded the city with new monuments and new avenues
colonnaded with marble. The loveliest element of ruined Tyre is its late 2nd century Roman triumphal arch. There are also many fine sarcophagi scattered
around the site, mosaics, an aqueduct and a cathedral church with columns of
Punic granite through which William, the archbishop of Tyre, must have once
walked through. A ten minute drive from the inaland (Al Bass) archaeological site
is a rocky beach at the southwestern tip of the peninsula
where Tyre’s souq and the ruins of the old Phoenician port can be seen.
Return to Beirut late this afternoon. Dinner suggestion: Em Sherif
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None.
Day 3, - Full Day Tour of Beirut
Meet you English speaking guide in the lobby of your hotel [Pick-up time 9:30am]
for a full day tour of the Lebanese capital Beirut—including an afternoon walking
tour.
Beirut was relatively unimportant during the early Phoenician period (c3000 - 332
BC), but under the Romans it rose to become a free city, and was
celebrated for its law school in the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD. Since this time the
Beirut has remained Lebanon’s principal city. For much of the 20th century Beirut
was known as the ‘Paris of the east’, on account of its beautiful architecture, colourful cafes, and vibrant arts scene. This all changed in 1975 at the onset of the
Lebanese civil war (1975 - 1990) which turned the downtown area into a virtual

no-man’s land. Since then, an enormous programme of re-construction has restored the many beautiful Ottoman and French Mandate period buildings to their
full glory. The sophisticated cafes, fine restaurants, and nightclubs are open, and
the city is once again one of the leading commercial and business centres in the
Middle East.
Sightseeing will start with a drive along Beirut’s attractive coastal Corniche road
to the local beauty-spot of Raouche Rocks, then continue to the magnificent National Museum which houses over 100,000 objects dating from the pre-historic to
the Mamluk periods. Star exhibits include the fabulous, intricately carved, Roman
sarcophagi and some of the earliest known examples of the Phoenician alphabet.
Lunch (payable locally) will be at Tawlet Souq el Tayeb restaurant where every
day a different chef prepares typical food from his/her region of Lebanon. Then,
in the afternoon, you will discover Beirut on foot starting off the artistic and bohemian suburb of Gemmayaze, one of Beirut’s oldest and most charming districts
full of narrow streets Parisian style streets and historic buildings. The route lead
you through Gemmayaze to Saifi Village which is noted for its French colonial
buildings painted in various pastel shades. Saifi is commonly referred to as Les
Quartier des Arts on account of the numerous art galleries, artisan shops, antique
stores and boutiques. From here, cross Martyrs Square which during the Civil War
was on the ‘Green Line’ dividing Christian East Beirut from Muslim West Beirut, to
the magnificently restored downtown area that is sometimes called ‘Solidere’ after
the multi billion pound company which was founded to restore the devastated
heart of Beirut following the war. Downtown in now alive with small cafes, shops,
and offices and is largely pedestrianised.
Here amongst other sites, you will see: the newly discovered archaeological ruins
from Roman Beyrtus; the imposing Mosque of Umar which was formerly a Crusader Cathedral dedicated to St John the Baptist; and the beautiful Ottoman period Grand Serail - headquarters to the Prime Minster of Lebanon. The tour will end
at the Souqs of Beirut where heritage and modernity have come together in an
ambitious and impressive cutting-edge open bazaar and retail complex. Nowhere
else is Lebanon’s post war recovery so apparent.
Dinner suggestion: Chez Sami (Jounieh).
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None
Day 4, - Explore the Qadisha Valley
Meet your English speaking Lebanese guide in the lobby of your hotel. The morning’s journey up through the mountains to the Cedars of the Lord (Horsh Arz er-

Rab) is incredibly scenic. On arrival, enjoy a walk of approximately 40 minutes
through the Cedar grove. The Cedar-tree (Cedrus Libani) is the emblem of Lebanon and features in the centre of the national flag. At one time vast forests of
Cedars covered the hills of Lebanon, but deforestation has resulted in only a few
pockets of trees surviving. There are now approximately 400 of these magnificent trees at Bcharre ranging between 200 and 1,000 years in age.
Next, stop just above Bcharre (closed Mondays) to visit the small museum dedicated to local son the poet and author Khalil Gibran who is arguably best known
for his book ‘The Prophet’.
After your visit explore the Qadisha Valley on foot. The dramatic gorge of the Qadisha Valley (or Holy Valley) extends for 20 km and has been designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site on account of the great antiquity of the monastic
settlements here which date back to the 7th century AD, when a small community escaping from persecution followed St Maron from Syria and settled in this
mountain fortress and became known as the Maronites. As a consequence, the
Lebanese Christians regard the Qadisha Valley as the spiritual cradle of the nation.
Qadisha Valley Floor Hike:
Duration: 1hour 30 min to 2 hours.
Note on Hike: Sturdy boots are required. The hike is of moderate difficulty
(depending on ability). Mountain weather can be unpredictable and you should
always carry extra clothing incase the temperature drops. Several thin layers are
usually better than a single thicker garment. Take a small backpack to carry water, a raincoat, and any snacks you may wish to bring with you.
The Qadisha Valley Floor Hike commences with a gentle hike through the dappled
light of the thickly forested banks of the Qadisha river. As the path rises above
the valley floor you’ll be able to look up and see the precipitous cliffs and caves
that once housed hermits and monks who once sheltered here
to escape persecution. This lovely walk concludes with a short uphill section that
will bring you to chapel of Mar Marina and Deir Qannoubine, the oldest Maronite
monastery.
Dinner suggestion: Casablanca
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None

Day 5, - Visit Baalbek & Zahle
This morning drive for 2 hours and 30 minutes through the mountains to the Bekaa Valley and the site of Baalbek – considered to be one of the most important
Roman sites in the world.
The sheer scale and proportions of the UNESCO World Heritage Site never ceases
to impress. The complex is entered via a monumental stairway, and then proceeds through the Propylaea and two impressive marble courtyards to the Temple of Jupiter – one of the largest temples ever built. This immense structure consisted of a cella in which the cult image of Jupiter Heliopolitanus was housed and
was surrounded by a portico featuring 54 massive external columns. Six of these
giants still stand. They are the largest Roman columns in the world, measuring
over 22 metres high with a girth of 2.2 metres. To the south, is the beautifully
decorated Temple of Bacchus. The building is in a fine state of preservation, and
while small in comparison to the Temple of Jupiter, is still larger than the Parthenon in Athens. A further remarkable and well-preserved structure is the Round
Temple, which is thought to have been dedicated to the goddess Fortuna.
On completion of your sightseeing drive to the largely Greek Christian town of
Zahle, a settlement that is known as the ‘Bride of the Bekaa’ and which is
famous throughout Lebanon for the quality of its arak and the many restaurants
lining the Birdwani River. On arrival, have a late lunch (payable locally) and take
a walk through Zahle’s pleasant streets then return to Beirut.
Dinner suggestion: Liza Beirut
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None.
Day 6, - Discover Byblos & Nightlife Tour
Start the day with a drive down the coast to Jounieh where you will take the cable-car up to Harrisa to enjoy one of Lebanon’s iconic views. Next, continue to
Jeita, home to a striking 9 kilometre labyrinth of dramatic caverns on two levels.
The lower, river level offers a unique tour by flat-bottom boat passing “weeping
willows” and giant “stone flowers”. Equally impressive is the upper grotto where
monstrous mineral animals crouch in shady corners. Return to Byblos following
your visit stopping enroute near the mouth of the Dog River (Nahr al-Kalb in Arabic) to see the rock inscription left by successive invading armies celebrating their
passing of this strategic point.

After lunch (payable locally) by the harbour set off on a walking tour through Byblos including the Crusader castle, archaeological site, and picturesque town. Byblos is one of the oldest settlements in the world, with evidence of human settlement dating back to 5200 BC. The town is also considered to be, the birthplace of
the Phoenician alphabet, and to be one of the most attractive towns in Lebanon. It
has been an important commercial centre from the earliest times, and was an important trading partner with ancient Egypt when Nubian gold, Egyptian flax, papyrus and wheat were exchanged for olive oil, wool and timber. The modern town is
built around a picturesque fishing harbour which is dominated by the keep of a
12th century Crusader castle. A series of small attractive cobbled streets lead up
from the port through the city’s small souq to the Church of St John, an Italianate
Romanesque construction dating from the 13th century.

Beirut for Night Owls: This evening we will arrange for a foray into Beirut’s happening night scene accompanied by a party expert. Sample the nightlife in the
neighbourhood of Mar Mikhael which is akin to London’s Shoreditch. Bars line Armenia Street. Enjoy the cocktails at Bohemia, test a vast range of araks at chilled
out Anise, and hangout in Radio Beirut. Alternatively, head to “February 30” for an
Middle Eastern vibe, sample Uberhaus at BO18, or visit Capitol’/‘Iris’/’SkyBar’ for a
taste of Beirut’s upscale party scene. Reservations are essential. Supplements apply for tables. Transportation included.
Dinner suggestion: Baron
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None.
Day 7, - At leisure in Beirut
Today will be at your leisure in Beirut. No guiding or transportation services are
included.
Suggested activities:
* Go for a stroll along Beirut’s corniche.
* Visit the Sursock Museum of Art and wander the lanes of old Gemmayaze.
* Enjoy a relaxed lunch at Em Sherif Café.
* Browse through the shops in the nearby Souks of Beirut.
* Admire the yachts opposite the Four Seasons in Zaitunay Bay.

Music Hall: This evening we will arrange for tickets to MusicHall with return transfers. The minimum charge of US$80 per person is included. Bills over this amount

should be settled locally.
Dining/drinks suggestions: lunch at Mounir (Broumana). Afternoon drinks at La
Plage. Light dinner at The Roof @ Four Seasons/Indigo on the Roof @ Le Gray
Accommodation: Four Seasons Beirut
Meals: None
Day 8, - Visit the Beiteddine Palace & Fly to Amman
This morning you will be driven up through the Chouf Mountains to Deir Al
Qamar, a picturesque medieval town of stone buildings and red-tiled roofs that
was the seat of the governors of Lebanon from the 16th to the 18th centuries.
The town is perched on a hillside and dominated by the 16th century minaret of
the mosque of Fakr-ed-Din and an expansive town square surrounded by the
grand houses of the town’s notables and is now preserved as a national monument.
After a exploring the pretty square continue your journey across the valley to the
beautiful late 18th century Beiteddine Palace, the finest surviving example of Lebanese-Ottoman architecture in the country. The palace was built by the Ottoman
governor of Lebanon Emir Bashir Shibab II in the late 18th century and is noted
for its decorated ceilings, colourful marble mosaics, and luxurious Turkish baths
and Harem suites. It was also the one time summer residence of the President of
Lebanon. In the lower part of the palace are a magnificent collection of large Byzantine mosaics. Lunch (included) will be at the Mir Amin Palace.
This afternoon you’ll be transferred to Beirut International Airport and check-in
for your Royal Jordanian flight to Amman, Jordan.

On arrival, follow the signs for Passport Control where you will be met by a representative from Laterallife’s agents in Jordan (United Travel Agency) who will be
holding a board with your names on it and will assist you in obtained your Jordanian visas (visas will be issued free of charge). Once you have collected your
checked luggage, walk through Customs into the Arrivals Hall where our representative will meet you. From the airport the transfer to you hotel in downtown
Amman will take about 45 minutes.
Note on Jordan Entry Requirements: Visas are required to enter Jordan.
Hungarian Citizens can obtain a Jordanian tourist visa on arrival at the airport
providing that there is a minimum of 6 months validity on your passport and a

minimum of two blank pages. Colombian Citizens must pre-apply for a Jordanian
visa. We have applied for all of your visas to be issued on a complimentary basis
on arrival at Amman International Airport.
Accommodation: Four Seasons Amman
Meals: Lunch
Day 9, - Tour of Jerash & Onwards to Wadi Rum
Meet your English speaking guide in the lobby of your hotel this morning at
9:00am. A drive of about 50 minutes will bring you to Jerash (ancient Gerasa)
which is one of the best preserved Roman cities in the Middle East. On arrival you
will tour the ruins for approximately 1 hour 30 minutes.
The sights will include the distinctive elliptical forum with its beautiful Ionic colonnade, Hadrian’s Arch, the Hippodrome and the Temple of Artemis – Jerash’s most
splendid monument. Jerash came to prominence during the Hellenistic period,
with later tradition ascribing its foundation to Alexander the Great, but it was not
until the 3nd and 3rd centuries AD that the city’s Golden Age’ came and Jerash
was promoted to the status of ’Colony’. At this time it is thought that there was a
population of between 20,000 and 25,000.
On completion of your sightseeing have lunch, then drive to Wadi Rum along the
Desert Highway (a journey time of about 5 hours). Then, set off across the sands
to your desert camp. After nightfall we will arrange a Private Bedouin ‘Zarb’ Barbecue including grilled meats, mezze, and salad. Afterwards, you will be able to
sit back and enjoy the brilliance of the desert night sky. (we would highly recommend bringing a star-gazing guide). Wadi Rum offers what is arguably some of
the finest and most romantic wild desert scenery in Arabia. The whole area is still
the preserve of the Bedouin whose’ low black goat-hair tents can be seen dotting
the landscape. During the First World War T.E Lawrence (of Arabia) made his
home in the valley and famously described Rum as “Vast, echoing, and God-like”.
Many visitors may be familiar with the landscapes of Rum as a result of David
Lean’s epic film about the exploits of Lawrence which features many dramatic
sequences filmed in the valley.
Accommodation: Aicha Camp
Meals: Breakfast
Day 10, - Hot Air Balloon
Start the day with a dawn Hot-Air Balloon flight. Rise while it is still dark and drive

to the balloon launch site where you will watch the balloon being inflated, then
slowly climb into the cool morning sky to enjoy a bird’s eye view over some of the
most amazing desert landscape in Arabia. The duration of the balloon flight will
be about 40 minutes. Please note that the balloon flight operates subject to
weather conditions and is subject to cancellation at no notice. Then, following
breakfast, you’ll be driven to the Vistors Centre and where you’ll set off across
the sands on a guided Quad Bike excursion (one hour).
A drive of about one hour and 45 minutes will then bring you to Little Petra. This
small, yet important, Nabataean site (also known as Beida) is complete with its
own mini gorge known as the Siq Al Barid and has several interesting rock-cut
structures including that of the Painted House which retains much of its original
plastered decoration on its back wall. Many scholars believe that Little Petra was
a caravan site for greater Petra where traders would halt and conduct their business.
After your visit drive on to Petra (about ten minutes) and check-in at your centrally located hotel.
Note on Wadi Rum visit: The desert excursion is a bumpy and dusty experience and not recommended if you have back problems. The vehicles used are all
owned by a co-operative and are basic and have a rather battered appearance.
Accommodation: Movenpick Petra
Meals: Breakfast
Day 11, - Full Day Tour of Petra & Petra by Candlelight
Today visit the UNESCO World Heritage site of Petra with your guide. The morning’s visit will take you from the site entrance through the siq to the Treasury,
then along the lower path to Qasr Al-Bint. A buffet lunch will be provided at the
Basin restaurant within the site. The afternoon will be at your
leisure to continue exploring. Then, in the afternoon we would highly recommend
making the effort to climb up to The Monastery (Ed Deir).
Alternatively, if the thought of the 800 steps is too much, we would suggest taking a closer look at the ‘Royal Tombs’ on your way back to the hotel. The extraordinary coloured rocks, celebrated tombs, and grand, carved façades of the ‘rosered’ city are amongst the world’s most impressive archaeological treasures.
Petra was the grand capital of the Nabataeans, an Arab tribe who once ruled
most of Arabia and straddled the all important ‘Incense Route’ from South Arabia.

The city grew rich through trade and with the wealth gained embellished their
capital with splendid monuments, watercourses and gardens. Strabo records the
impressions of a Roman traveller who visited the Petra at its zenith in the late 1
century BC who describes a cosmopolitan city with Romans and other foreigners
mingling with the local inhabitants who lived in luxurious villas, and a ‘democratic’
monarch who lived in a ’great house’. Petra’s fortunes declined ollowing a shift in
trade routes, and it was then forgotten by the West for more than a thousand
years.
The site is approached via the Siq, a dramatic narrow gorge of striking beauty
hemmed in by cliffs up to 80 metres in height. After 1.5 kilometres the stunning
edifice of the Treasury (El Khazneh) emerges dramatically through a narrow gap.
Further on the intricately carved Royal Tombs, Street of the
Façades, High Place of Sacrifice, Qasr al Bint and the enormous Monastery (El
Deir) all wait to be discovered.
Notes on Petra Visit:
(i)A visit to Petra involves a lot of walking and sturdy shoes are required.
The ground is often uneven and rocky.
(ii) Bathroom facilities are available within the site.
(iii) Drinks are available within the site, although we also recommend bringing
some bottled water with you.
(iv) If visiting the Monastery (ed Deir) please be aware that an ascent of approximately 800 steps is required to reach the monument. Local Bedouin will offer to
transport you (for a fee) on a donkey from the Basin Restaurant; although we
strongly advise against this mode of transport as the ground is slippery for the
donkey’s hooves and there are some considerable drops. It is much safer to take
your time and walk up slowly (approximately 40 minutes) enjoying the views as
you go. There is a cafe serving refreshments overlooking the Monastery

This evening starting at 8.30 pm there will be a visit to see the stunning spectacle
of Petra by Candlelight when the Siq and forecourt of the Treasury (El
Khazneh) come alive in the light of thousands of candles (Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday only).
Accommodation: Movenpick Petra
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch
Day 12, - Drive to the Dead Sea via Kerak Castle
After hotel check-out, set off north along the Desert Highway to Kerak where you

will visit the huge Crusader and Kerak castle with its awe-inspiring ring of walls.
The castle was once under the control of Raynald de Chatillon (aka The Elephant
of Christ), one of the most daring and controversial of the Crusading knights. Although it was not the first Crusader castle to be built east of the Jordan River, its
strength and location made Kerak the most important of the defences guarding
the Latin Kingdom’s exposed eastern flank.
On completion of your visit drive down into the Jordan valley to your hotel located directly on the shores of the Dead Sea. After check-in the remainder of the
day will be at leisure.
Accommodation: Kempinski Ishtar
Meals: Breakfast
Day 13, - Homebound Flight
Accommodation: Overnight Flight
Meals: In-flight Meals

-----

Laterally sleeping...
Four Seasons Hotel, Beirut (Booked Directly with the Hotel)
Set in a sail-capped tower rising above the Corniche in central Beirut, the
Four Seasons Hotel is unabashedly modern. From stylish comforts to the seeand-be-seen rooftop terrace, where guests can swim high in the sky or celebrate till sunrise, it brings the best in the world to Beirut. With its deft, friendly, genuine personal service, this much-anticipated landmark experience immerses you in Beirut’s rich sophistication in a way never before possible. The
property offers 230 guest rooms, including 60 spacious suites, with interior
design by Piere-Yves Rochon. Elegant and comfortable, the rooms combine
classic elements with design hotel touches. Floor to ceiling windows and private terraces offer panoramas of the Mediterranean and its rugged coast. Facilities at the Four Seasons include a rooftop pool, a Spa offering pampering
and rejuvenation in 7 treatment rooms, and a choice of dining outlets including The Grill room, which offers Mediterranean-influenced seafood and stunning views of the Beirut Marina.
www.fourseasons.com/beirut

Four Seasons Hotel, Amman
Situated between the prestigious Al Sweifiyah residential area and the
Shmeisani financial district, Four Seasons offers Amman's finest setting for
business or leisure. Its dramatic hilltop location has breathtaking views of the
surrounding cityscape. The 15-storey hotel offers 192 generously sized guest
rooms and suites – the largest in the city. Furnished in the splendid comfort
that is distinctively Four Seasons, all guest rooms offer stunning city views
and are equipped with CD and DVD players, satellite television, mini bar, wire
or wireless internet access, and in-room safe. Excellent dining options are offered at a choice of three restaurants including Vivace – one of the very best
Italian restaurants in Amman. The hotels extensive leisure facilities include a
spa, where the curative essences of the Dead Sea are used in traditional Jordanian treatments, a wellness centre with an extensive range of cardiovascular machines and weights, a squash court, and both indoor and out door
swimming pools.
www.fourseasons.com/amman

...sleeping Laterally
Memories by Aicha Luxury Camp, Wadi Rum
Memories by Aicha Luxury Camp has a near perfect location in its own small
rocky valley overlooking the awe-inspiring Mars-like scenery of Wadi Rum.
Consistently rated as providing one of Wadi Rum’s finest desert experience,
Memories by Aicha Luxury Camp has a warm, welcoming, and friendly staff
and prides itself on its attention to detail. Accommodation in three categories: Junior Luxury Tents (35 sqm), Executive Suite Tents (50 sqm) which
have both living room and bedroom, and futuristic Panoramic Tents (32sqm)
that ring the camp’s perimeter and are perfect for star gazing. All tents have
ensuite bathrooms with showers, air-conditioning, and a small terrace. All categories of accommodation are sumptuously furnished with a décor inspired
by the 1001 Arabian Nights. Within the tents you will find a shower, washbasin, slippers, magnified make-up mirror, Dead Sea product amenities, handmade furniture, bottled mineral water. Hair-dryers are available on request.
Freshly cooked buffet meals with a Jordanian theme are served in the distinctive air-conditioned Igloo restaurant or, for a supplement, we can arrange for
a private dining experience under the canopy of a billion stars in the desert. A
stay at Memories by Aicha Luxury Camp provides an unforgettable Wadi Rum
Experience.
www.mlc.jo

Movenpick Hotel, Petra
The Movenpick Resort is the best address in Petra and is a good 4 star hotel
benefiting from a superb location within easy walking distance to the entrance to the historic site. The 183 rooms and suites are equipped with modern conveniences including air-conditioning / heating, satellite television, direct dial telephones, tea and coffee making facilities, hair dryer and mini bar.
Dining is offered at a choice of two venues, the beautifully decorated a la
carte Al Iwan restaurant, or Al Saraya which offers extensive buffets. Al
Maqaad is the hotel bar and is beautifully decorated in a Damascene style.
Additional facilities include a small library containing a selection of books
about Petra, a steam bath, gym, and wellness centre with out-door pool.
Please note that the swimming pool is empty during the cooler months.
www.movenpick.com/en/middle-east/jordan/petra/resort-petra

Laterally sleeping...
Kempinski Ishtar Resort & Spa, Dead Sea
Located at the lowest point on earth, the Kempinski Dead Sea has been designed in tribute to the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, and offers three luxurious enclaves set amidst gardens dotted with lagoons, waterfalls and private
pools. The Hotel has 318 rooms and suites in two areas: the main hotel and
the Ishtar Villas (a boutique resort). All rooms and suites benefit from stunning views of the Dead Sea with spacious patios or balconies – the perfect
places to enjoy the Dead Sea’s dramatic sunsets. In-room amenities include a
complimentary mini-bar and internet access, separate shower and bathtub,
tea and coffee making facilities, satellite television and safe. There are a variety of venues for dining, offering both buffet and á la carte menus. The keystone of the Kempinski Hotel Ishtar Dead Sea is the Resense Spa, which offers
guests 20 treatment rooms, 28 Spa Suites plus outdoor therapy lounges covering an area of (10,000 sqm) dedicated to creating calm, serenity and rejuvenation. It is considered one of the largest spas in the Middle East. Further leisure facilities include nine fresh water swimming pools including Infinity Edge
Pools, a children’s pool, a gymnasium and the longest private beach in Jordan,
where one can bask in the ultra-violet filtered sunshine of the Dead Sea.
www.kempinski.com/en/dead-sea/hotel-ishtar

Byblos

