Because I've always wanted to...




Journey key:

A. Tana - La Varangue

B. Andasibe - Vakona Lodge
C. Anjajavy - Anjajavy L'Hotel




In a Nutshell...

Day 1, - Fly to Antananarivo (Tana). La Varangue.
Day 2, - Transfer to Vakona Lodge.

Day 3, - Vakona Lodge.

Day 4, - Back to Tana. Overnight Relais des Plateaux.
Day 5, - Hotel charter from Tana to Anjajavy.

Day 6, - Anjajavy.

Day 7, - Anjajavy.

Day 8, - Anjajavy.

Day 9, - Anjajavy.

Day 10, - Anjajavy.

Day 11, - Fly to Tana. Fly to Joburg. Overnight flight Joburg to London.
Day 12, - Arrive London.

Flights...

Date Airline & From Departs To Arrives Class
Flight
Number
DAY 1 TBC JOBURG TBC TANA TBC TBC
DAY 5 | CHARTER TANA TBC ANJAJAVY TBC n/a
FLIGHT
DAY 11 | CHARTER ANJAJAVY TBC TANA TBC n/a
FLIGHT
DAY 11 TBC TANA TBC JOBURG TBC TBC
DAY 11 TBC JOBURG TBC LONDON TBC TBC







Your Recommended Itinerary...

Day 1, - Fly to Tana.

This morning you will be collected from your hotel in Johannesburg and transferred
to the airport for a flight to Antananarivo (Madagascar). Upon arrival you will be
meﬁ by a laterallife representative and transferred to La Varangue for your over-
night stay.

Before settling into the hotel, you will enjoy a short tour of Antananarivo, the capital
of Madagascar, also called “City of Thousands”. It is the city where the first King
started to unify the different kingdoms of the island. It was built in 3 stages: first
the high city where the old queen's palace is situated, then the mid-city, where all
the chic boutiques can be found and then the low city, which is the commercial area
of the town. Your tour begins in the high city, where you will see the Rova, the
queen's palace and the First Minister House, which is now a museum - all built dur-
ing the colonisation. Then you continue your visit to the mid-city, or the administra-
tion area, the Rainiharo tombs and the lower town situated in "L'Avenue de I'Inde-
pendance", the main street, dominated by the colonial building of the railway sta-
tion. After the tour you will be driven to the hotel for check-in.

Antananarivo (or Tana, as it is affectionately known), with its brightly coloured
houses stacked up the hillsides and the mauve jacarandas, is an attractive capital
city. The rice paddies and zebu-carts on the outskirts provide a stark contrast to the
noisy traffic, bustling markets and colourful people in the narrow cobbles streets of
the city centre. In terms of conventional sightseeing Tana has relatively little.
Activities in the city tend to revolve around shopping and a visit to the artisans mar-
ket is well worthwhile. Here you will find an enormous array of quality Malagasy
handicrafts. If shopping is not your thing, take your camera along as wonderful
portrait, cultural and scenic photographic opportunities will present themselves. The
Tsimbazaza Museum and Botanical Gardens are only worth a visit if you have the
time and don't have much opportunity to visit the outlying areas.

The Royal Hill of Ambohimanga is an archeological site that contains a ruined city,
burial sites, and assorted sacred places. It is a place of religious and historical sig-
nificance in the culture of the Malagasy people, and has been so for the last 500
years. Ambohimanga dates from the 15th or 16th century, and developed into the
capital city in the 18th century.

Accommodation: La Varangue.
Meals: Breakfast.

Day 2, - Transfer to Andasibe.

Today enjoy breakfast at your hotel, then you will be transferred by road to An-
dasibe. Drive approximately 3 to 4 hours eastward through the typical landscape of
the highland and the eastern rainforest.

This step brings you to the humid part of the country with many primary forest and
lakes. On the way, we stop in Pyereras Reptiles park to see farmed chameleons and
other species of reptiles. On a walk inside the forest, we can spot 2 species of le-
murs: the sifaka Coquereli and the brown lemurs Fulvus. Afterwards, continue to
Andasibe. Check in at Vakona Lodge for your 2 night stay.

In the evening, you will take an introductory walk in the rainforest to get your first
sightings of the weird and wonderful wildlife up close.

Accommodation: Vakona Lodge.






Meals: Breakfast & Dinner.

Day 3, - Mantadia National Park.

After the breakfast embark for 3 or 4 hours visit within the primary forest of the
Mantadia National Park where 9 lemur species as the black and white ruffed
lemur, the diademed sifaka lemur, the common brown lemur, the eastern grey
bamboo lemur and the red bellied lemur might be spotted as well as different
endemic species of birds and chameleons.

After the hike visit the Andasibe village belonging to the Betsimisiraka people for
an insight into local customs. They are the second largest tribe in Madagascar
and they cultivate rice and vegetables.

Finally, this afternoon head to the private park of Vakona, a home for orphaned
and rescued lemurs that gives you unparalleled opportunities to get up close with
these delightful creatures.

In the evening take a night walk along the main road to spot nocturnal lemurs
and chameleons.

Accommodation: Vakona Lodge.
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner.

Day 4, - Drive to Tana.

After breakfast, head out into the Natural Reserve of Analamazaotra, the main
National Park of Andasibe, in search of the Indri, the largest of Madagascar’s
lemurs. The park is home to a wide variety of other species and you spend three
;co gour hours accompanied by a guide exploring the trails that criss-cross this
andscape.

In the afternoon, drive back to Antananarivo through the green landscape and
luxuriant vegetation of the East. Along the way we'll see Merina village on the hill,
Rocky Mountains. Check-in at Relais des Plateaux, which is conveniently located
close to the airport, for your overnight stay.

Accommodation: Relais des Plateaux.
Meals: Breakfast.

Day 5, - Fly to Anjajavy.
Breakfast at your hotel then transfer to the airport and departure by private flight
to Anjajavy.

Check-in at your hotel and enjoy the rest of the day at your leisure.

Accommodation: Anjajavy.
Meals: Breakfast & dinner.

Days 6 - 10, - At leisure.
Days at your leisure in Anjajavy.

Anjajavy - Wildlife viewing here is effortless. Lemurs include the Coquerel's Sifa-
ka, common brown lemurs and mouse lemurs. There are wonderful birds - flocks
of bright green grey-headed love-birds, sickle-billed vangas, crested couas and
vasa parrots, to name just a few. Reptiles are common including ground boas and






hog-nosed snakes and plenty of chameleons. There are extensive cave systems,
tsingy-like limestone outcrops, extensive mangrove forests as well as beaches
and coral reefs.

There is a marina for water sports, including water skiing, snorkelling, sailing in a
catamaran, wind surfing and excellent fishing. There are also boat excursions to
the surrounding grottoes, a trip up the estuary to see mangroves, a visit to the
“tsingy”, guided excursions in four wheel drive vehicles through the nature re-
serve, mountain bikes and the ability to explore the reserve on foot to discover
the flora and fauna of the area.

Accommodation: Anjajavy.
Meals: Breakfast & dinner.

Day 11, - Departure.
Breakfast at your hotel then transfer by charter flight to Antananarivo for your
flight back to London, via Johannesburg.

Accommodation: Overnight flight.
Meals: Breakfast & In-flight meals.

Day 12, - Arrive London.
Welcome home!









Laterally sleeping...

La Varangue

La Varangue is a boutique hotel in the centre of downtown Antananarivo. With just sev-
en rooms, it is ideal for guests who have had enough of overpriced and impersonal ho-
tels. Each room is individually decorated with a double bed, television, mini-bar, room
safe and well-appointed en-suite bathroom. Your balcony is ideal for taking in great
views of the city and whiling the day away. La Varangue boasts a well-known restaurant
where you can wine and dine in true Malagasy style. The restaurant opens out onto a
terrace with wonderful vistas of the city skyline and the bar is full of character, shaped
like the hull of a ship. There is also a landscaped garden where you can enjoy your
meals or just lap up the African sunshine. The management and staff are welcoming and
will take care of your every need - here you are not just another guest. The restaurant is
known for serving some of the best cuisine in Antananarivo and the views from the ter-
race or your private balcony are breath-taking.

Vakona Lodge

The lovely, up-market Vakéna Forest Lodge, lies 8 kilometres from Andasibe between
Andasibe and the Mantadia National Park, and is the most luxurious lodge in the area.
The building has been designed around an octagonal reception area, lounge and bar with
a huge fireplace in the middle. The lodge currently has 14 individual chalets, each with
en suite shower rooms, around a central swimming pool. All are equipped with mosquito
nets, veranda with chairs, heating, room safe, minibar and hairdryers in the bathrooms.
New chalets have a separate dressing room with a single bed which doubles as a seating
area. The sounds of the forest are amazing here - the lodge is set among trees, on the
banks of a small river that runs into a man-made lake. Quiet and peaceful with lots of
birds and within earshot of the Indri's haunting call, this is the perfect place to relax.

Relais des Plateaux

The Relais des Plateaux is located near to Ivato Airport. The rooms are large and have a
mini-bar, TV and en-suite bathrooms with showers. All have air-conditioning. With tiled
floors and basic furnishings they feel comfortable, but not luxurious. The hotel has a
small boutique, good sized pool and bar and restaurant. The staff do not speak much
English, however they endeavour to be helpful. This is a comfortable and convenient
place to stay with its close proximity to the airport.

Anjajavy Hotel

On the west coast of Madagascar, one hundred and fifty kilometres north of Majunga,
lies the luxury retreat of Anjajavy Hotel. The hotel is situated on a peninsula overlooking
a wide bay, and is backed by a natural reserve. There are twenty five air-conditioned
villas, each with a large living room, breakfast nook and a bedroom, which opens onto a
large terrace that overlooks the sea. The ensuite bathroom has a bath, a shower and a
separate toilet. A small stairway leads to a small sitting room with two sleeper-couches
for children. The main complex comprises a bar/restaurant with an exterior and an interi-
or dining room, a swimming pool, five kilometres of beach and a 450-hectare nature re-
serve.



