Morocco explored, laterally
Because I’ve always wanted to...

Flights...

In a Nutshell...
Day 1 - Fly to Marrakech. Villa des Orangers.
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Day 2 - Explore Marrakech, relax at Villa des Orangers.
Day 3 - Explore Marrakech, relax at Villa des Orangers.
Day 4 - Travel to Skoura. Dar Ahlam.
Day 5 - Travel to Dar Ahlam Dunes Desert
Camp.
Day 6 - Return to Dar Ahlam.
Day 7 - Explore Skoura, relax at Dar Ahlam.
Day 8 - Travel to Kasbah Bab Ourika.
Day 9 - Enjoy and explore the Atlas Mountains, at leisure at Kasbah Bab Ourika.
Day 10 - Enjoy and explore the Atlas Mountains, at leisure at Kasbah Bab Ourika.
Day 11 - Travel to Marrakech, fly back to London.

Your suggested itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly to Marrakech, transfer to Villa des Orangers
This morning make your way to Stansted airport to catch your flight to Marrakech. Upon landing in Marrakech you will be welcomed by a laterallife representative who will be holding a banner with your names on it. They will accompany you during your private transfer to Villa des Orangers for your three
night stay (early check-in to be confirmed).
Marrakech enjoys a legendary status which conveys the ideas of mystery, sensuality, and exoticism. Its influence and fame has been so strong and intense
in the history of Morocco that, as a matter of fact, the country was named after the city. Marrakech was founded in 1062 by one of the chieftains of the Almoravid king, Youssuf Ibn Tashfin. The Almoravids were desert warriors, very
much attached to their Islamic religion; the original garrison developed very
quickly into a city where numerous mosques and madrasas (Koranic schools)
were built. Andalucian craftsmen built and decorated several palaces, merging
their style with the Saharan and African traditions, which gave the city a distinctive architectural flavour. The Almoravids also erected the city walls, and
created a complex system of underground irrigation canals to bring water from
the High Atlas, the khettara – a system still in use to water the several gardens
of the city.
At its height, Marrakech was the capital of the Almoravid empire, which
stretched as far as Senegal, most parts of Spain, and Algiers. In 1147 the Almohads, tribesmen from the High Atlas mountains who practised orthodox Islam, sacked the city, replacing the Almoravids as rulers of the empire, and destroying many of the palaces and mosques of their predecessors. New ones
were built soon, though, including the famous Koutoubia mosque, which dates
from this period. Ever since, alternate ages of splendour and decline sculpted
Marrakech’s unique and charming character, at once decadent and full of life.
Nowadays, Marrakech is a vibrant city which exhibits a curious blend of the ancient and the modern, offering the chance to experience the genuine medieval
atmosphere of the old medina, and visit the trendiest bars, art galleries and
restaurants in the French Quarter, Guéliz, built at the beginning of the 20th
Century, all in one day.
Accommodation: Villa des Orangers, Large suite with Terrace
Meals: Breakfast
Day 2 - Explore Marrakech, enjoy Villa des Orangers
In the morning you will be collected for a half day excursion into Marrakech.
Hidden Sides Tour Of Marrakech: This is an exciting and most interesting
exploration of the deep and authentic side of the old city of Marrakech, where
we will see the traditional activities of the inhabitants of the old city and understand their way of life as well as some remains of the glorious past of this medieval capital of Morocco. Start at one of the historical gates of the old Medina

and walk to discover the medieval way of life of its inhabitants and their daily
occupations. We will cross some the oldest quarters in the Medina of Marrakech. Along the way, hear children from the Koranic schools reciting verses,
see old fountains, historical gates, visit an old bakery and taste the local
bread. See the furnace that heats the public steam bath and learn the role
they play in the social life of each quarter. Visit the 16th century Ben Youssef
theological school considered as the highlight of the Moroccan architecture in
Marrakech. If the calligrapher is there, you will have a demonstration of the
splendid and intricate Arabic calligraphy.
Visit a sumptuous Moorish palace that was once the home of a Moroccan
minister until the end of the 19th century and admire the marvelous Moorish
architecture, see an interesting collection of antiques from the art of embroidery to ethnic jewellery and the fine blue and polychrome pottery. See the
archaeological site of the Almoravid Dynasty dome, which is the oldest monument in Marrakech dating back to the early 12th century; a short time after
the city was founded and became the capital of Morocco. Discover the hidden quarters and the historical caravanserai called Fondouks used once as
hotels for the caravan traders. They are still in use today by Marrakech artisans who have set their workshops in many of them to perpetuate their ancestral skills of making a variety of local crafts.
In the afternoon you are at leisure to relax at Villa des Orangers.
Accommodation: Villa des Orangers, Large suite with Terrace
Meals: Breakfast
Day 3 - Horse carriage ride to the Majorelle Gardens in Marrakech,
at leisure at Villa des Orangers
In the morning at 10.00am you will be collected by your guide for a horse
carriage, or “caleche”, ride for a charming tour around the majestic ramparts
of Marrakech, through the crowded streets of the Medina, to the enchanting
to the Majorelle Gardens. The sedate pace of the horses & the clip-clop of
their hooves provides a relaxing way to visit the city.

Take your time in the famous subtropical garden created by the orientalist
painter Jacques Majorelle. The Garden houses a collection of plants from the
four corners of the world which flourish amidst elegant ornamental ponds
and an Art Deco villa of which the special shade of bold cobalt blue is named
after the artist, ‘Majorelle blue’. The garden hosts also more than 15 bird
species that are endemic to North Africa and has an amazing collection of
cacti.
Since 1980 the garden has been owned by the late Yves Saint Laurent. You
must visit the beautifully designed Berber museum displaying Yves Saint
Laurent’s personal collection of Berber antiques. Here you can learn some
fascinating facts about the Berbers of Morocco and admire this marvellous
treasure of local antiques which Yves Saint Laurent owned. After the visit,

you will be returned to Villa des Orangers.
In the afternoon you are at leisure to relax at Villa des Orangers, or to explore
further in Marrakech:
Saadian Tombs - Built in the 16th century as mausoleums for some Saadian
rulers and their families, the Saadian Tombs were unknown until they were discovered by the French in 1917 thanks to aerial photographs. The site comprises
more than one hundred graves, distributed in 3 mausoleums whose decoration
exemplifies Islamic architecture with floral motifs, calligraphy, zellij and carrara
marble, and finely worked cedar wood and stucco. Outside the buildings are a
garden and the graves of soldiers and servants.
The Koutoubia Mosque - Built by the Almohads in the late years of 12th century, the Koutoubia Mosque, and especially its minaret, is the most important
landmark of Marrakech, and a symbol of the city itself. The minaret served as
model for the Giralda in Sevilla and the unfinished Tour Hassan in Rabat, all
three being designed by the same architect. Koutoubia means ‘booksellers’, as
the trade of books was concentrated in the neighbourhood during the Middle
Ages. The minaret of the Koutoubia, 77 meters high, is visible from almost any
point of the city – an old ordinance, still in force, forbids any building of Marrakech to surpass the Koutoubia minaret in height.
El Bahia Palace - Built in the late 19th century, and decorated by the best artisans of Morocco at the time, this palace – intended to be the most magnificent of its age – features an exquisite blend of Andalousian and Moorish styles.
Especially interesting are the harem apartments, the trapezoidal garden, and a
huge tiled courtyard with fountains.
The Souks - Filling the alleys north of Djmaa el Fna is the souk, or medina, the
traditional market – the largest one in Morocco. It is, in turn, subdivided into
some 18 souks, each one of them devoted to a specific trade or craftsmanship
– from spices or ironwork, to the ingredients necessary for casting magic spells.
The number of shops – often not much bigger in size than a closet - is overwhelming, and in them Moroccans can indulge in one of the activities that they
enjoy most: bargaining. Cunning, patience, a sense of humour, and strategy
are needed for the game. Try your skills
Accommodation: Villa des Orangers, Large suite with Terrace
Meals: Breakfast
Day 4 - Travel over the Atlas Mountains to Skoura, at leisure at Dar
Ahlam
This morning you will be collected from Villa des Orangers for your private
transfer to Skoura. You will be driven to your hotel, the wonderful castle of Dar
Ahlam.
Accommodation: Dah Ahlam, Junior suite
Meals: All inclusive

Day 5 - Travel into the Sahara Desert to Dar Ahlam Dunes Camp
Today you will be collected and driven to Dar Ahlam Dunes Camp for your one
night stay in the Sahara Desert.
Accommodation: Dah Ahlam Dunes Camp, Deluxe tent
Meals: All inclusive
Day 6 - Return to Dar Ahlam, at leisure
Today you will be collected and returned to Dar Ahlam for another 2 nights.
Upon arrival, relax and enjoy Dar Ahlam, or pursue other activities.
Dar Ahlam prides itself on privacy and you can enjoy the delicious cuisine created by the two French chefs - one specifically in charge of delicious desserts wherever you like in the kasbah and its grounds. Pre-dinner drinks are served
each night in the grand salon for guests to enjoy together. The kasbah also has
an outdoor swimming pool, traditional hammam and spa for indulgent relaxing
treatments.
The surrounding region offers innumerable day trips which can be taken with a
personal guide. Transport is by 4X4, mule, camel, motorbike, mountain bike or
quad bike and there is also excellent trekking in the region. Salt mines, lakes,
gorges and valleys are all within easy reach and outings can always be accompanied by a gourmet picnic or some delectable snacks. Cooking classes are also available at the kasbah.
Accommodation: Dah Ahlam, Junior suite
Meals: All inclusive
Day 7 - Explore Skoura, enjoy Dar Ahlam
Today you can simply relax at Dar Ahlam, or arrange some more activities [see
attached programme]
Accommodation: Dah Ahlam, Junior suite
Meals: All inclusive
Day 8 - Travel back over the Atlas Mountains to Kasbah Bab Ourika
This morning you will be collected from Dar Ahlam for your private transfer to
Kasbah Bab Ourika to spend your final three nights in the foothills of the Atlas
Mountains.
Accommodation: Kasbah Bab Ourika, Deluxe pool suite
Meals: Breakfast

Day 9 - Explore the Atlas Mountains, enjoy Kasbah Bab Ourika
Go Berber in the High Atlas: This morning you will be collected for this
excursion to the High Atlas Mountains. Eat, bake, weave and throw yourself
a souvenir pot. Immerse yourself in the daily life of an authentic mountain
community. The round-trip through lush Ourika Valley and dramatic Atlas
landscapes by luxurious SUV will be your only non-Berber experience on this
eyeopening, hands-on adventure. Bake bread and prepare tagine in the
kitchen of a village family and get to know them better over a pot of traditional mint tea – made by you! The conversation should also start to flow,
with a little help from your guide! While lunch is simmering, get your hands
stuck into wet clay in a ceramics workshop. Later, try your hand at weaving
a colourful kilim with the local women behind their prize dance stral looms,
and walk the farm terraces to see the sweated labour that goes into ancient
irrigation and subsistence farming methods.
You’ll also meet the community’s youngest members at the charity preschool centre where little Berbers learn Arabic in preparation for big school.
How’s yours coming on?
Later, relax at Kasbah Bab Ourika.
Accommodation: Kasbah Bab Ourika, Deluxe pool suite
Meals: Breakfast
Day 10 - Explore the Atlas Mountains, enjoy Kasbah Bab Ourika
Today you can simply relax at Kasbah Bab Ourika or arrange to see more of
the Atlas Mountains.
You could explore the Ourika Valley and the waterfalls. The Ourika valley is
the most accessible valley in the High Atlas from Marrakech and is famous
for the 7 waterfalls at Setti Fatma and the ski resort of Oukaimeden at its
head, and is a lush valley with green terraced fields beside the river that
contrast strongly with the rocky valley sides of the foothills of the mountains.
Some of the excursions available from Kasbah Bab Ourika:
•
Day trips by car to the Ourika Valley, the Setti Fatma Water Falls and
the Tamadant Valley
•
Skiing, a 40 minute drive away, in the Atlas Mountains ski resort of
Oukaimdon.
•
Hot Air Balloon Day with camel ride and visit to Berber Village;
•
Camel riding.

Day 11 - Travel to Marrakech airport for your flight home
Today you will be collected from Kasbah Bab Ourika for your private transfer
to Marrakech airport (about 1 hour) for your flight home.
Welcome back to London! We hope you loved Morocco

-------

Laterally sleeping...
Villa Des Orangers, Marrakech
The Villa des Orangers is a charming hotel with 27 rooms and suites, and belongs
to the Relais & Châteaux chain. The Villa des Orangers is a quick walk from the
buzzing Jemaâ El Fna square, and is an oasis of calm and coolness set around a
large garden and three flowered patios with fountains, each leading to galleries
with carved plaster archways. The finewood used to make the Moroccan-style
furniture and the iridescent colours of the decoration are so harmonious that they
create an elegant setting in a refined, calm atmosphere. On the first floor, suites
with private terraces open on to the medina. The roofs, fitted with a pool, gardens and solariums, dominate the old city, the Koutoubia mosque, and have an
unobstructed view of the Atlas mountains. The three lounges all have a fireplace
which creates a warm, friendly atmosphere, a great place to relax in a tranquil
setting.
www.villadesorangers.com/en

Dar Ahlam, Skoura
Dar Ahlam is a traditional Kasbah nestling in the palm groves of Skoura at the
gateway to the South Moroccan desert. It is a truly unique location where everything is designed to ensure that your dreams come true. Meaning 'House of
Dreams' this extravagantly renovated 19th-century Kasbah is hidden from view
on a dusty road between the Atlas Mountains and the desert. Sumptuous suites
decorated with antiques and silks are complimented by the bathrooms which are
fully stocked with wonderful soaps and oils. Outdoor massage tents, a mosaic
Jacuzzi, and a swimming pool surrounded by palms and olive trees go to make up
this amazing boutique residence. The Kasbah has 8 suites, sleeping a maximum
of 16 Guests. In addition there are three independent one-bedroom Villas. So, in
total, 11 bedrooms sleeping a maximum of 28 guests. French landscape architect
Louis Benech has designed 1,5 hectares of gardens surrounding the Kasbah. It is
planted with date palms, olive trees, fig trees, aromatic herbs and a kitchen garden.

...sleeping Laterally
Dar Ahlam Dunes Camp, Skoura
Sand dunes ripple in every direction as far as the eye can see. Welcome to Iriki, the ancient salt lake we transform into your seemingly endless sandbox, if only fleetingly. Kick
off your shoes and tap that inner child, by climbing up and racing down this magnificent
sandscape. Encircled by the honey hued bluffs, your tent is an inviting retreat filled with
African reed mats, Berber cushions and vintage camp decor, plus an en-suite bathroom
with toilet, mirror and sink. Watch the desert light fade from atop a dune, aperitif in
hand. Whenever you wish, meander back to camp along the path of lanterns. They lead
to dinner by the campfire. Dream under a sky awash in stars and rise with the first hints
of the brilliant North African sun. Your breakfast table is poised to admire nature’s aweinspiring morning ritual.
www.darahlam.com

Kasbah Bab Ourika
Bab Ourika perches majestically on a hilltop at the apex of the Ourika Valley, guarding
the gateway to the snow-capped Atlas Mountains – yet it is only 35 minutes from Marrakech’s International airport. With 360 degree panoramic views, this innovative hotel receives warm sunlight all day, ending in spectacular sunsets. From its unique eyrie-like
position it offers a birds eye view of the Atlas, of traditional Berber villages and of the
lush river valley below.
Guests can relax in individually decorated rooms with their own terraces or unwind by the
secluded swimming pool. Kasbah Bab Ourika also has a hammam for massages and other
treatments. Meals are served in the gardens or in the colonnaded restaurant or can be
taken privately in the rooms or suites. The restaurant serves food that is supplied freshly
daily from the surrounding villages. The chef specialises in traditional Berber recipes as
well as international cuisine.
Those curious to see more of Morocco can visit the large Monday Berber market at the
nearby town of Tnine Ourika or call at some of the farms that grow herbs and flowers in
the valley for the perfumers’ and herbalists who sell a wide variety of exotic perfumes in
the Medina.
kasbahbabourika.com

