New Zealand explored, Laterally

Because I’ve always wanted to...

= One way
= Return flight
= Drive
= Helicopter

= One way
= Return flight
= Drive
= Helicopter

In a Nutshell...
Day 1 - Depart for Auckland

Day 21 - Whale Watching. Hapuku Lodge & Treehouses

Day 2 - In-flight

Day 22 - Onwards to Christchurch & Stay at Otahuna Lodge

Day 3 - Land in Auckland & Heli transfer to The Landing Residences

Day 23 - At leisure at Otahuna Lodge

Day 4 - Sailing in the Bay of Islands. The Landing Residences

Day 24 - Explore Akaroa. Otahuna Lodge

Day 5 - Golfing. The Landing Residences

Day 25 - Drive to the Southern Alps & Transfer to Lake Heron Station

Day 6 - Drive to the Takatu Peninsula & Stay at Takatu Lodge

Day 26 - Lake Heron Station Experience

Day 7 - At leisure. Takatu Lodge

Day 27 - Light aircraft flight over Mt. Cook. Lake Heron Station

Day 8 - Explore Mountain Maungatautari & Transfer to Poronui Lodge

Day 28 - Drive to Wanaka & Stay at Mahu Whenua Lodge

Day 9 - Maori welcome. Poronui Lodge

Day 29 - Heli glacier experience. Mahu Whenua Lodge

Day 10 - Free day for activities at Poronui Lodge

Day 30 - At leisure. Mahu Whenua Lodge

Day 11 - Kai Waho Experience. Poronui Lodge

Day 31 - Drive to Queenstown & Continue to Fiordland Lodge

Day 12 - Drive to Napier & Check into The Farm at Cape Kidnappers

Day 32 - Heli trip to Doubtful Sound. Fiordland Lodge

Day 13 - Golfing at Cape Kidnappers

Day 33 - Milford Sound Cruise. Fiordland Lodge

Day 14 - Wine & Food of Hawke’s Bay. Cape Kidnappers

Day 34 - Trout fishing & Back to Queenstown. Stay at Eichardt's Private Hotel

Day 15 - Drive to the South Wairarapa Coast & Stay at Wharekauhau Lodge

Day 35 - Buggy Farm Expedition. Eichardt's Private Hotel

Day 16 - Seal Colony. Wharekauhau Lodge

Day 36 - Free day in Queenstown. Eichardt's Private Hotel

Day 17 - Visit Te Papa Museum in Wellington & Fly to the South Island. Stay at

Day 37 - Central Otago wine tasting & vineyard visit. Eichardt's Private Hotel

Split Apple Retreat

Day 38 - Board your homebound flight

Day 18 - Explore Abel Tasman National Park by boat. Split Apple Retreat

Day 39 - Overnight flight

Day 19 - Heli trip to Pupu Springs and Boulder Lake. Split Apple Retreat

Day 40 - Welcome home

Day 20 - Drive to Kaikoura & Transfer to Hapuku Lodge & Treehouses

Flights...
To be confirmed
Date

Airline & Flight
Number

From

Departs

To

Arrives

Class

Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1 - Depart for Auckland
Fly from the UK to the connecting airport.
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In-flight meals
Day 2 - In-flight
Onwards to Auckland.
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In-flight meals
Day 3 - Land in Auckland & Heli transfer to The Bay of Islands
Haere mai ki Aotearoa - welcome to the Land of the Long White Cloud.
Upon arrival at Auckland Airport you will be met at the door of the aircraft and
will have priority assistance through customs. You will be escorted to your waiting
heli for your flight to the Landings in Northland. Stay 3 nights at the Landings
Residences in the Boathouse.
Accommodation: The Landing Residences, The Boathouse
Meals: Dinner
Day 4 - Sailing in the Bay of Islands
Cool Change is a beautiful 54 ft sailing catamaran, offering you a unique way to
experience New Zealand's Bay of Islands. Enjoy level sailing, all-round visibility
and heaps of comfortable space, inside and out.
Today swim, snorkel, kayak, or enjoy nice walks available on most of the islands,
otherwise just relax while lunch is served and enjoy the picturesque surroundings.
Accommodation: The Landing Residences, The Boathouse
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 5 - Golfing
Today golf at Kauri Cliffs Golf Course.
Kauri Cliffs was designed and built by David Harman of Golf Course Consultants,
Orlando, Florida. The par 72 championship golf course measures 7,119 yards /
6,510 metres and offers five sets of tees to challenge every skill level. Fifteen
holes view the Pacific Ocean, six of which are played alongside cliffs which plunge
down to the sea. The beautiful inland holes wind through marsh, forest, and
farmland. Kauri Cliffs is currently ranked #49 in the world by Golf Digest Top 100
Greatest Golf Courses in the World.
Afternoon and evening to relax and enjoy The Landings. The Landing is a special
place with a rich spiritual history and many natural and historical treasures to discover. It covers a thousand acres of farmland, beaches, native bush, bird sanctuaries and protected heritage sites. As a guest of The Residences, you're free to
explore the entire property, either alone or with a guide. This is a chance to engage with The Landing's pre-European and colonial heritage and its cultural and
environmental legacy for the future. Explore archaeological sites, artefact and
rare book collections and learn about contemporary Maori culture, art and food.
Visit restored wetlands, regenerated native bush and bird sanctuaries and go kiwi
-spotting at night. Your itinerary can be planned to include the activities that
most interest you.
The Landing's wildlife and heritage reserves can be comfortably explored on foot
or by mountain bike or, if you prefer, you can be taken on a personal guided tour
of the property by 4WD vehicle.
Accommodation: The Landing Residences, The Boathouse
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 6 - Drive to the Takatu Peninsula
This morning you will be transferred to Kerikeri airport to collect your rental car.
Drive South to Matakana (3hrs) and transfer to Takatu Lodge, your home for the
next 2 nights.
A breakfast with a "slow food" approach and a tasting of Takatu Vineyard's award
winning wine is included.
Accommodation: Takatu Lodge, Luxury Suite
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner: Alfresco BBQ including canapes

Day 7 - At leisure
Matakana is renowned for its produce and wines, and visitors to the region are
treated to organic fruits and vegetables, locally produced wine, handmade chocolates and other artisan delights. Settled in the 1840’s Matakana has a proud history and strong sense of community. Take a walk along the sandy beaches and
enjoy the stunning Pacific Ocean.
Accommodation: Takatu Lodge, Luxury Suite
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner: Alfresco BBQ including canapes

Day 8 - Explore Mountain Maungatautari
Drive South to Sanctuary Mountain (3.5hrs).
Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari began with a dream to protect the plant and
animal species living on Maungatautari. This ancient ecosystem has been recognised as a reserve since 1912 and nearly 100 years later the community came
together to restore and further protect this precious environment.
Experience the ancient feel of an old-growth, native forest protected from introduced pests by the world’s longest multi-species predator-proof fence. Your privately guided forest walk will be guided by a passionate and knowledgeable guide
who will share the stories of Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari with you as you
explore the beautiful walking tracks of Te Tui a Tane - the Southern Enclosure.
Continue 2 hours to Poronui Lodge for your 4-night stay.
Accommodation: Poronui Lodge, Safari Camp Experience
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks and canapés, Lunch & Dinner (house wine
and beer included)
Day 9 - Maori welcome
Your helicopter will pick you up from Poronui and transport you to Mount
Titiraupenga (a sacred mountain) for your Maori welcome.
Mount Titiraupenga, long known by Maori to be the centre of the North Island, is
home to a sacred area of mature native bush, 600 year old Totara trees. This
mystical and totally private setting is where we like to arrange a formal welcome,
followed by a “sharing session”.

From the Maori side, we can include weavers, warriors, and carvers. The main
warrior is the master carver for the local Ngati Tuwharetoa tribe - Delani Brown.
A gentle, humble and spiritual man. In Maori tribes, the carver is second only to
the chief as the carver is the guardian of the stories and traditions, which he
keeps alive in his work.
Accommodation: Poronui Lodge, Lodge Room
MealsMeals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks and canapés, Lunch & Dinner (house
wine and beer included)

Day 10 - Free day for activities at Poronui Lodge
Free day at Poronui to experience on-site activities.
There are plenty of activities to choose from at Poronui: fly fishing (learners most
welcome and usually successful), mountain biking, hiking, horse riding, ECO
tours, eeling, sporting clay shooting, archery, target shooting, estate four wheel
driving, small game and deer hunting. At the end of the day there is always the
possibility of a relaxing massage or spa treatment.
Accommodation: Poronui Lodge, Lodge Room
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks and canapés, Lunch & Dinner (house wine
and beer included)
Day 11 - Kai Waho Experience
Spend the day with Tom exploring his tribal land in an unforgettable and unique
cultural, food and wilderness experience. Explore the relationship between Maori
and the land and learn about spiritual connections with food, earth and people.
Tom is an experienced Maori chef, outdoorsman and search and rescue specialist
(tracker) and is passionate about sharing the magic of the New Zealand bush
with his guests. Tom combines wonderful Maori/Irish humour with a deep
knowledge about Maori relationship with the land. He manages a 5,000 acre
block of Maori land up in the Kaimanawa Ranges, an hour outside Taupo, and
takes guests as well as Maori groups out there to hunt, gather, cultivate, prepare,
cook and hike.
Accommodation: Poronui Lodge, Lodge Room
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks and canapés, Lunch & Dinner (house wine
and beer included)

Day 12 - Drive to Napier
After a leisurely morning drive to the Hawke’s Bay (2.5hrs).
Hawke’s Bay is one of New Zealand’s warmest, driest regions and this has made
it one of the country’s leading producers of wine; notably red wines - cabernet
sauvignon, merlot and syrah - but also with some quite stunning whites. Napier,
the main 'port' city of the Hawke's Bay region, was razed by earthquake and fire
in 1931 and as consequence, no boasts one of the largest concentrations of Art
Deco buildings in the world.
Stay 3 nights at Cape Kidnappers.
Accommodation: The Farm at Cape Kidnappers, Lodge or Ridge Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks and Dinner
Day 13 - Golfing at Cape Kidnappers
Play Golf at Cape Kidnappers.
Hawke’s Bay enjoys incredibly sunny weather throughout the summer and is one
of the most popular wine regions throughout New Zealand. It is also home to
Cape Kidnappers, an 18 hole golf course currently ranked #16 in the world by
Golf Digest. This par 71 golf course measures 7,119 yards (6,510 meters) and
was designed by the well-known, minimalist golf architect Tom Doak.
You will play in a ridge and valley landscape with stunning sea views and dramatic cliffs plummeting to the ocean below. The course has been recognised as
one of the great modern marvels in golf and will challenge golfers of all skill levels.
Accommodation: The Farm at Cape Kidnappers, Lodge or Ridge Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks and Dinner
Day 14 - Wine & Food of Hawke’s Bay
Today you will savour some of Hawke's Bay's internationally acclaimed wine and
food. Your expert wine guide will take you on a journey where art meets science
and help you understand how wine evolves from vine to glass.
Today's activity will take you throughout New Zealand's oldest winemaking region
and taste award winning wines from the acclaimed Gimblett Gravels area. Your

journey will encompass the best of both Hawke's Bay premium world class award
winning wines and behind the scenes exclusive access to wineries.
Accommodation: The Farm at Cape Kidnappers, Lodge or Ridge Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Pre-dinner drinks and Dinner
Day 15 - Drive to the South Wairarapa Coast
Drive 4 hours South to Wharekauhau on the South Wairarapa Coast where you
stay 2 nights at Wharekauhau Estate.

Accommodation: Wharekauhau Country Estate, Cottage Suite
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 16 - Seal Colony
Travel along the rugged coastline to the historic fishing village of Ngawi, looking
back over Palliser Bay to Wharekauhau. Continue on to one of New Zealand's
largest Brown Fur Seal colonies where seals bask in this unspoiled natural environment. Whilst there, climb to the top of the lighthouse for magnificent views.

On return, stop at the historical Lake Ferry Hotel for famous fish and chips and
some local beverages from the southernmost tip of the North Island.
Accommodation: Wharekauhau Country Estate, Cottage Suite
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 17 - Visit Te Papa Museum in Wellington & Fly to the South Island
Drive 2 hours to Wellington today and visit the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa for a special behind the scenes tour.
Spend some time on a visit which takes you to the heart of New Zealand's national museum, Te Papa. Your guide will help you to experience New Zealand's
unique history in the Maori exhibition spaces of Te Papa, come to understand
their past by exploring the stories and objects of the Maori people. Behind the
scenes you will be privileged to engage with Maori taonga (treasures) close up
and you will be provided with the opportunity to interact with the expert collections staff.

In the afternoon fly from Wellington to Nelson (40mins flight). Pick up a new
rental car at Nelson airport and make your way to the stunning Split Apple Retreat (1hrs drive) for your 3-night stay (exclusive use of the property).
Accommodation: Split Apple Retreat, Exclusive Use
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, 2 gourmet functional food meals
(including wine & beer with dinner)
Day 18 - Explore Abel Tasman National Park
You'll have the freedom to create your own itinerary for the day and options include; kayaking, swimming, snorkeling, bush walks and hiking on golden sand
beaches. Lunch, refreshments, towels and sunscreen are provided. All you need
to bring is your hat, sunglasses, swimming gear and a warm jacket (just in
case!). If you intend hiking then bring comfortable footwear - sneakers or sports

sandals are fine.

Accommodation: Split Apple Retreat, Exclusive Use
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, Dinner (including wine &
beer with dinner)
Day 19 - Heli trip to Pupu Springs and Boulder Lake
Leave Split Apple at 10am to meet the helicopter and travel over Harwood Hole
to alpine Boulder Lake and Waterfall where you will have morning coffee and
snacks.
Later, fly to the incredibly clear Pupu Springs, and take the walk around the
Springs.
The "Pupu" springs, as they are affectionately known to the locals are home to
the clearest spring water in the world (the only place with clearer water is the salt
water Weddell Sea in Antarctica). Underwater clarity tests have shown the water
from the springs to have underwater visibility of 63 metres!
The translation of "Place of the Dancing Sands" references the smaller of the two
springs, with it's white sand bottom. Here you will see the force of the water
pushing up through the spring floor, moving the sand particles and making them
appear to dance.

Optional (not included): for art lovers enjoy a third landing at the Geen gallery to
view the works of Peter Geen.
Enjoy a gourmet picnic lunch prepared by chef Pen either at Pupu Springs, or at
Geen Gallery, if you select this option. Fly back over the Abel Tasman National
Park with views of Awaroa Falls, estuaries, inlets, and the spectacular coast line.
Accommodation: Split Apple Retreat, Exclusive Use
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, Dinner (including wine &
beer with dinner)
Day 20 - Drive to Kaikoura
Drive from Nelson to Kaikoura (3.5hrs).
Please note: It is worth the half hour extra driving to take the Queens Charlotte
Drive (4hrs).
Stop at Havelock, the self proclaimed "Greenshell Mussel capital of the world" to
sample this delicacy. Queens Charlotte Drive between Havelock and Picton, a 40kilometre winding road fringed with native forest offers one of the most scenic
drives you're likely to encounter. Near the Havelock end of the road, a sign simply
says 'lookout'. Rural New Zealanders are known for their modest understatement
and this sign is living proof of that tendency. The view out across the sounds
from this spot at Cullens Point is an image that will stay with you for many years.
Queen Charlotte Drive continues downhill to wind past numerous sleepy bays.
The strong arts and crafts community in this area means there are several opportunities to pause and browse art studios for a special memento or two.

Stay 2 nights at Hapuku Lodge and Tree houses.
Accommodation: Hapuku Lodge & Tree Houses, Upper Branch Tree House
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 21 - Whale Watching
Todays private whale watch safari (can also be done as a group) is a great adventure to learn about the incredibly rich marine life of this area.

Kaikoura is one of the few places in the world where Sperm Whales can be seen
year-round and close to shore. They congregate here because the 3km deep Kaikoura Canyon runs right up against the coast creating a rare system of sea currents that sustain an incredibly rich marine food chain. Spot one of the young
sperm whales before it dives under again reaching depths of up to 1000m.
Accommodation: Hapuku Lodge & Tree Houses, Upper Branch Tree House
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 22 - Onwards to Christchurch
Drive from Kaikoura to Otahuna Lodge in Christchurch (3hrs 15mins) where you
stay 3 nights at Otahuna Lodge.
Accommodation: Otahuna Lodge, Master Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, Dinner (wine pairings included)
Day 23 - At leisure
Free day at Otahuna Lodge.

A day spent relaxing at Otahuna is an experience in itself. You may indulge in a
massage with one of the therapists in the dedicated massage room, take a dip in
the heated swimming pool or spa pool or enjoy a workout in the gym. Additionally, a round of tennis or a game of croquet can always be arranged.
If you prefer, you can go explore Christchurch at your leisure.
Christchurch is a vibrant, energetic city where urban regeneration, creativity and
innovation thrive. Picture amazing street art, innovative projects, a booming hospitality scene and state-of-the-art architecture that is changing the way the city
looks, feels and functions – all the while staying true to its heritage and traditional English feel.
Take time to explore the city by double-decker bus, vintage bicycle, gondola,
tram or classic Edwardian punt – or grab your walking shoes and discover bars,
eateries and an eclectic mix of boutique shops by foot.
The city’s award-winning Christchurch Botanic Gardens offer a relaxing inner-city
escape and are found near The Arts Centre, one of the most significant collections of heritage buildings in New Zealand.

Accommodation: Otahuna Lodge, Master Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, Dinner (wine pairings included)
Day 24 - Explore Akaroa
You will be driven around the base of the Port Hills and Banks Peninsula, where
from the hilltop, you will have wonderful views out over Akaroa Harbour.
You will drive down from the crater of this extinct volcano and follow the shores
around to the French influenced village of Akaroa where you board your two hour
scheduled harbour cruise (not private). Enjoy the views as your skipper keeps a
watchful eye out for rare Hector Dolphins, New Zealand Fur Seals and Little Blue
Penguins. Enjoy this afternoon exploring Banks Peninsula with your guide.
Accommodation: Otahuna Lodge, Master Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Picnic Lunch, Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, Dinner (wine pairings included)
Day 25 - Drive to the Southern Alps
Drive to Lake Heron Station (2.5hrs) for your 3-night stay.
Lake Heron Station is a high country working farm located in a remote spot in the
Southern Alps of New Zealand's South Island. It is an authentic working high
country station where you will experience real New Zealand high country life firsthand.
Accommodation: Lake Heron Station, Lake Heron Cottage - Fully Hosted
Meals: Breakfast provisions, Picnic Lunch & two course dinner served at cottage
Day 26 - Lake Heron Station Experience
Spend today with Anne, exploring and understanding Lake Heron Station.
This is big station country - broad vistas, grand skies, pristine streams and clear
air. This experience will give you a sense of exploration and a connection with the
early pioneers of this land.
Adventure, relaxation, and farm life are the heart of a visit to a Lake Heron Station - fish, hike, bike, swim, kayak, row, birdwatch, overnight at a station hut...

Accommodation: Lake Heron Station, Lake Heron Cottage - Fully Hosted
Meals: Breakfast provisions, Picnic Lunch & two course dinner served at cottage
Day 27 - Light aircraft flight over Mt. Cook
Scenic flight in the Cessna 185 with Philip, who has been backcountry flying for
over 35 years.
A visit to Lake Heron isn't complete without a scenic tour of the station's back
blocks - or beyond..... View the high peaks of the Mt Cook region, the mountains
and glaciers and over some of New Zealand's most rugged alpine scenery.
Accommodation: Lake Heron Station, Lake Heron Cottage - Fully Hosted
Meals: Breakfast provisions, Picnic Lunch & two course dinner served at cottage
Day 28 - Drive to Wanaka
Drive from Lake Heron Station to Wanaka today. (5hrs).
You will drive over the Lindis Pass a Scenic Reserve which is one of the first tussock reserves in New Zealand. The Landscape is empty, but immensely gorgeous.
Stay 3 nights at Mahu Whenua Lodge.
Accommodation: Mahu Whenua, Tui Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 29 - Heli glacier experience
Sit back and enjoy the “unexpected Journey” through the Siberia Valley. Your
journey will take you past the confluence of the Haast River and into the Landsborough Valley famous for its wilderness rafting experiences. Early settlers to the
West Coast farmed cattle in this valley and the ruins of the homestead can still be
seen.
Waterfalls, high alpine lakes, enormous and sharp drops and range after range
receding into the distance make this one of the finest helicopter flights in the
world today. The Majestic Hooker Glacier takes pride of place at the head of the
Clark Valley and is surrounded by a multitude of ice blue glaciers that dot there
way up the main trunk of the Southern Alps. A short distance on the jewels of the

Southern Alps sit proudly above the rest... the World renowned Fox and Franz
Josef Glaciers.
Leaving Glacier country behind you will fly towards the Tasman Sea, landing at a
remote location for your Wild Food Picnic/BBQ. This will usually take the form of
a traditional "West Coast" barbecue, washed down with excellent local wines. In
the past, the menu has included crayfish, whitebait and venison - but we make
no guarantees other than that the food will be the freshest and finest available on
that particular day. It is by definition wild and therefore uncontrollable.
Relax and unwind on your journey back to base, deviating for noteworthy or
beautiful scenery and wildlife.
Accommodation: Mahu Whenua, Tui Suite
Meals: Breakfast, BBQ Picnic Lunch & Dinner
Day 30 - At leisure
Free day at Mahu Whenua.

Mahu Whenua has a myriad of high quality activities on its doorstep, both passive
and adventurous and set amidst spectacular scenery. With Fiordland National
Park, Mt Aspiring National Park and Lake Wanaka nearby, there are also endless
activities off-site that are easily accessible from the Ridgeline Homestead.
Accommodation: Mahu Whenua, Tui Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Day 31 - Drive to Queenstown & Continue to Fiordland Lodge
Drive to Queenstown (1.5hrs) and drop your rental car at the downtown depot.
Your waiting water taxi in Queenstown will take you across Lake Wakitipu to Mt
Nicholas Station where your guide will meet you and drive you to Fiordland
Lodge.
This takes you via a back road through some spectacular and wild scenery and on
to Mt Nicholas Station, one of the most historic and largest stations in New Zealand. The iconic merino sheep thrives in the climatic extremes found in this harsh
mountain environment. The wool and lamb produced by Mt Nicholas merinos go
to the outdoor apparel company 'Icebreaker'.

Enjoy the stunning scenery and fresh mountain air on a walk around the lakefront
areas of the station. Stay 3 nights at Fiordland Lodge.
Accommodation: Fiordland Lodge, Executive Suite
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 32 - Heli trip to Doubtful Sound
Your heli will collect you from the lawn of your Lodge today for your Dusky &
Doubtful Sound heli flight. Visit the southern part of the South Island's wild West
Coast and experience the many scattered islands and early history unique to New
Zealand's largest fiord, Dusky Sound.
Your return journey will take you to the head of Doubtful Sound, through the hidden valley of Campbell's Kingdom. The fiord is rich in flora and fauna, New Zealand Fur Seals and Fiordland Crested Penguins can be seen on many of the small
islets at the entrance of the fiord.
Your pilot will drop you at the Luxmore Hut. With your nature guide, learn about
the fauna and flora in the surrounding alpine tussock fields, and enjoy the panoramic views of the Te Anau basin, scenic lakes, and surrounding Fiordland Mountains. The hike is finished at the sandy beach of Brod Bay, the pick up point for
the water taxi back to Te Anau township.
Accommodation: Fiordland Lodge, Executive Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Packed lunch & Dinner
Day 33 - Milford Sound Cruise
Departing from your lodge, your private nature guide will drive you through to
Milford Sound with short breaks and walks along the way.
Once you arrive in Milford Sound, connect with your group cruise onto Milford
Sound. Along with the skipper and your nature guide you will receive informative
commentary pointing out all the natural and geological features of the sound.
Upon returning to the boat harbour at Milford Sound, there will be ample opportunities for walks and photographic stops throughout the afternoon as you travel
the Milford road back to your Lodge.

Accommodation: Fiordland Lodge, Executive Suite
Meals: Breakfast, Packed lunch & Dinner
Day 34 - Trout fishing & Back to Queenstown
Half day guided fishing adventure including some of the best NZ trout, scenery
and jet boat ride on the mighty Waiau River - home to a healthy population of
fighting Fiordland trout and Lord of the Rings locations.
Your guide will drive you back to Queenstown today (2hrs) where you transfer to
Eichardt's Private Hotel for the last 4 nights of your trip.
Accommodation: Eichardt's Private Hotel, Lake View Suite
Meals: Breakfast
Day 35 - Buggy Farm Expedition
Ben Lomond Station is a 13,500-hectare merino sheep station beautifully kept
with grazing lands, native beech forest, lakes, rivers, mining huts and tracks from
the gold mining era. It is owned by John Foster who has specialised in the farming and production of the finest merino wool for many years.
You will be taken to Moke Lake which marks the beginning of Ben Lomond Station and the private access only road. Your ATV vehicles will take you through the
river route with its gold mining history and the mountain pass overlooking the
rugged land sculptured by gold mining and sheep farming. Above the tree line,
panoramic views open up in alpine style.
Several river crossings later at Moonlight Lodge you will catch up with John Foster
himself. He will give you an insight into the art of farming and tell great yarns of
the early settlers and the mining history that made this land rich. Enjoy a gourmet lunch at Moonlight Lodge to keep you fuelled for the afternoon.
Where you can embark on nature walks following the water races in beautiful old
Beech Forest, try some lake fishing, gold mining, tackle some farming or relax
and enjoy the surroundings.
Accommodation: Eichardt's Private Hotel, Lake View Suite
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch

Day 36 - Free day in Queenstown
Today is yours to relax or explore at your leisure.
Spend some time in the town enjoying the atmosphere and great restaurants or
get out and about hiking and exploring in some of the stunning surrounding areas.
Accommodation: Eichardt's Private Hotel, Lake View Suite
Meals: Breakfast

Day 37 - Central Otago wine tasting & vineyard visit
Central Otago is one of the leading wine regions of the world, established in
Gibbston by Sir Alan Brady in 1981 when Pinot Noir became the variety of choice
in this cool climate at 45 degrees south of the equator.
Enjoy a tailor-made wine tour, including “by appointment only” boutique wineries,
introductions to local winemakers, viticulturists and growers and exclusive barrel
tastings. Five small sub regions represent the Central Otago region with Gibbston
and Bannockburn being the closest to Queenstown.
Wineries like Mt Edward, Valli, Brennan, Akarua, Felton Rd and Mt Difficulty are
available to be enjoyed.
Accommodation: Eichardt's Private Hotel, Lake View Suite
Meals: Breakfast
Day 38 - Board your homebound flight
Depart New Zealand. Make sure you allow enough time for your check-in before
departure.
Haere pai atu, hoki pai mai! Travel safely!
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In-flight meals
Day 39 - Overnight flight
Connect to your onwards flight to the UK.

Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In-flight meals
Day 40 - Welcome home

-----

Laterally sleeping...
The Landing Residences, Bay of Islands
The Landing is a unique heritage and conservation property in New Zealand's stunning
Bay of Islands; a thousand acres of beaches, rolling hills, wildlife sanctuaries and historic sites. Here you'll find the finest luxury accommodation, a small group of beautifully appointed holiday houses surrounded by quiet beaches, farmland and bush. Offering superb hospitality and a range of exceptional activities and experiences to
choose from, The Landing Residences promise you privacy, total flexibility and the
finest personal service.
www.thelandingnz.com
Takatu Lodge, Matakana
At the entrance of the beautiful Takatu Peninsula, north of Auckland, is Takatu Lodge
& Vineyard. This 5 Star bed & breakfast lodge & vineyard is surrounded by the Pacific
Ocean and magnificent beaches. Takatu Lodge's contemporary design incorporates
walls of glass to capture stunning views of the vineyard, mountains & sea beyond.
Takatu's luxurious boutique accommodation is designed for ultimate privacy and comfort.
www.takatulodge.co.nz

Poronui Lodge, Taharua Valley
Nestled in the secluded Taharua Valley on New Zealand's spectacular North Island,
Poronui boasts some of the world's best wilderness experiences, breath taking scenery, and genuine warm hospitality. To discriminating anglers, Poronui is an historic fly
fishing lodge where they fish for resident, wild, brown and rainbow trout in pristine
waters. To outdoor enthusiasts, Poronui is about the great outdoors, the opportunity
to explore 16,000 acres of timeless private wilderness by foot, horse or mountain bike.
To sportsmen, Poronui is a supreme hunting lodge where they hunt majestic deer in a
hauntingly beautiful landscape.
www.poronui.com

The Farm at Cape Kidnappers, Hawke’s Bay
The Lodge & Golf Course at Cape Kidnappers, known as “The Farm” offers 5-star luxury lodge accommodation designed to blend with the rustic feel of the area. On the
exterior, the lodge resembles a cluster of farm buildings, whilst on the interior guests
will find graciously scaled rooms full of natural light and unexpected treasure, not to
mention spectacular views of the pacific ocean. Cape Kidnappers has its own Par 71,
18 Hole Golf Course ranked #16 in the world by Golf Digest. Leisure opportunities
abound with golf, spa, horseback riding, nature walks and more. The requirement to
wear jackets to dinner provides a US country club feel.
www.capekidnappers.com

...sleeping Laterally
Wharekauhau Country Estate, South Wairarapa Coast
A grand lodge on a working farm on a beautiful piece of remote and dramatic coastline. The weather changes often, the farm tour is excellent, and the facilities are
world class. For a remote stay in a wild place, it doesn't get much better.
www.wharekauhau.co.nz

Split Apple Retreat, Abel Tasman NP
Split Apple Retreat is one of our favourites. A lovely small three bedroomed lodge on
a cliff overlooking the sea and Abel Tasman National Park. With a sensitive and sophisticated oriental feel inside, the point of difference here is in a revolutionary
healthy yet very tasty cuisine. A place to enjoy some peace and let your body recover
after the big meals at all the other lodges.
www.splitapple.com

Hapuku Lodge & Tree Houses, Kaikoura
Located in one of the most beautiful places in the world, Hapuku Lodge is a 5 star
Eco-Retreat just a few km’s north of the eco-marine town of Kaikoura. Nestled 30
feet in the air, the tree houses sit amongst a native Kanuka Grove underneath the
majestic Kaikoura Mountains.
www.hapukulodge.com

Otahuna Lodge, Christchurch
Set in pastoral surroundings against the fluted cone of an ancient volcano, Otahuna
Lodge is a beguiling Victorian mansion that offers its guests a unique sense of wonder and discovery. New Zealand's largest private historic residence has been revitalised with luxury accommodation, glorious gardens and sophisticated cuisine. In its
patrician sense of calm, the grace and charm of its grounds and its refined yet personable service, Otahuna combines the romance of the past with the cosmopolitan
pleasures of the present - the very best of both worlds.

www.otahuna.co.nz

Laterally sleeping...
Lake Heron Station, Southern Alps
Lake Heron Station is a high country working farm located in a remote spot in the
Southern Alps of New Zealand's South Island. It is an authentic working high country
station where you will experience real New Zealand high country life first-hand.
The accommodation is quite simple - a lovingly restored cottage - But the setting is
anything but simple - a beautiful 19,600 hectares (43,000 acre) high country station
set in a stunning basin, with a backdrop of glaciated mountains, tussock-covered hills,
beech clad valleys and scenic Lake Heron.
www.lakeheron.co.nz
Mahu Whenua, Wanaka
In complete privacy, Mahu Whenua, lodge and eco sanctuary, boasts captivating
views of Lake Wanaka and the surrounding mountains. Inside, you'll find a rustic design that incorporates locally sourced materials and modern features to ensure easy
living. Horse riding, mountain biking, hiking, yoga, spa services, cooking courses, conservation tours and heli-skiing are all available on-site.
www.mahuwhenua.co.nz

Fiordland Lodge, Te Anau
With an enormous fireplace, warm hospitality, and a high-quality take on local cuisine,
Fiordland Lodge is an excellent place to relax after a day of adventure in Fiordland.
The lodge features local river stone, and the lattice-work of huge log trusses overhead
captures the spirit of Fiordland National Park. The setting complements the open design of the building, offering views over Lake Te Anau to the mountains beyond. Andy
Cunningham manages the place in a relaxed way, but with an eye for detail, and is
really quite generous with his whisky, which is best taken near the beautiful fireplace.
www.fiordlandlodge.co.nz

Eichardt's Private Hotel, Queenstown
Eichardt’s is in the heart of Queenstown's café and restaurant precinct on a premium
lakefront setting. The design is a blend of historic stone and modern glass and steel,
and the service is excellent. The cafe is famous for its seafood chowder and is complemented by the new restaurant next door. The location places you right in the middle
of things, less than five minutes walk to cafes, shops, restaurants and the famous
Queenstown backstreet rum bars. If you want to feel the buzz of Queenstown, quite a
laid back adventure buzz, then this is the finest place in town from which to do it.
www.eichardts.com

