Because I’ve always wanted to...

In a Nutshell...

Flights...

Day 1, - Fly from the UK to Nairobi.
Day 2, - Fly from Nairobi to Kigali, Rwanda. Transfer to Kinigi.
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DAY 1

TBC

LHR

TBC

NAIROBI

TBC
DAY 2

TBC

DAY 2

TBC

NAIROBI

TBC

KIGALI

TBC

TBC

DAY 5

TBC

KIGALI

TBC

NAIROBI

TBC

TBC

Day 5, - Fly to Zanzibar, via Nairobi. 236 Hurumzi / Serena Hotel.

DAY 5

TBC

NAIROBI

TBC

ZANZIBAR

TBC

TBC

Day 6, - Zanzibar at leisure. 236 Hurumzi / Serena Hotel.

DAY 7

COASTAL
FLIGHT

ZANZIBAR

TBC

PEMBA
ISLAND

TBC

n/a

DAY 11

COASTAL
FLIGHT

PEMBA
ISLAND

TBC

ZANZIBAR

TBC

n/a

Day 9, - At leisure. Fundu Lagoon.

DAY 11

TBC

ZANZIBAR

TBC

NAIROBI

TBC

TBC

Day 10, - At leisure. Fundu Lagoon.

DAY 11

TBC

NAIROBI

TBC

LHR

TBC
DAY 12

TBC

Mountain Gorilla View Lodge.
Day 3, - Volcanoes National Park - Gorilla Tracking.
PM Visit to the Ex-Poachers Village. Mountain Gorilla View Lodge.
Day 4, - Volcanoes National Park - Golden Monkey Tracking.
Transfer to Kigali. Serena Hotel.

Day 7, - Journey to Pemba Island. Fundu Lagoon.
Day 8, - At leisure. Fundu Lagoon.

Day 11, - Fly to Zanzibar, fly Nairobi and connect onto London.
Day 12, - Arrive in the UK.

Your Recommended Itinerary...
Day 1, - Fly from the UK to Nairobi.
Today make your way to Heathrow airport to board your overnight flight to Nairobi, Kenya.
Accommodation: Overnight flight.
Meals: In-flight meals.
Day 2, - Fly to Kigali. Transfer to Kinigi.
This morning you land at Nairobi International Airport and connect onto Kigali.
Upon arrival at Kigali international airport, you will be welcomed by a laterallife
representative and proceed to the Genocide Memorial before heading to a local
restaurant for lunch.

Kigali, founded in 1907 as a German settlement, did not become the capital until
Rwanda’s independence in 1962 when it replaced the colonial seat of power in
Butare. Since then, the city has seen major economic development resulting in
what it is today - a vibrant African city with 1 million inhabitants, wide boulevards,
an international airport, world-class hotels and restaurants, crafts centres as well
as a lively, cosmopolitan population.
Pay a moving visit to the Kigali Memorial Centre – we feel it puts a lot else in perspective. Established in 2004 as a permanent memorial to the victims of the widely
documented Rwandan genocide in 1994, it is a constant reminder of the cost of
ignorance and it also serves as a place for people to grieve those they lost. Learn
about Rwanda’s pre-colonial history to 1994 genocide as well as other genocides in
the world.
Later this afternoon take a scenic drive 2.5 hours to Musanze (former Ruhengeri),
and proceed to Mountain Gorilla View Lodge in Kinigi for check-in and dinner.
Accommodation: Mountain Gorilla View Lodge.
Meals: Lunch & Dinner.
Day 3, - Volcanoes National Park - Gorilla Tracking. PM Visit to the ExPoachers Village.
After an early breakfast, drive to the Volcanoes National Park to be allocated a
gorilla tracking group.

7AM - Briefing by your trackers then drive to the trail head for the start of an
amazing adventure.
Your exciting trek in the footsteps of the rare and critically endangered Mountain
Gorillas, the largest living primate on earth, starts in the cultivated foothills of the
Virungas with stirring views in all directions. Upon entering the national park, the
paths littered with fresh spoor of the mountains’ elusive buffalo and elephant, trekkers will be immersed in the mysterious intimacy of the rainforest, alive with colourful bird calls, butterflies, etc. Through gaps in the canopy, the magnificent Virunga peaks, among the highest in Africa yet easily accessible, are glimpsed, beckoning an ascent. Whilst weaving through overhanging vines, moss-covered Hagenia trees and giant lobelias that thrive in the tropical climate, your experienced
trackers, who have spent their entire lives in or close to this forest, will soon bring
you up close with the family of gorillas. Upon sighting the gorillas, you will stay
with them for a magical hour as they go about their daily life, feeding, playing,

resting and raising their young. Coming face to face with a giant silverback must
truly be one of the greatest wildlife experiences on earth!
Afterwards, you trek back to the base where your driver will be waiting to take you
back to the lodge for lunch.
In the afternoon take a tour to the ex-poachers village. An award-winning conservation initiative, former poachers were convinced to renounce their wayward ways
and become conservation activists. Together with their families, they founded this
little community village with a replica of the Kings palace, where they now participate in eco-tourism showcasing Rwandan culture and customs. On arrival, you will
be welcomed with drum beats and the Intore (warriors, the chosen ones) dance,
followed by a briefing by a village ‘guide’. You then ‘visit’ the King (Mwami)’s House
where you will learn about the life and times of a Mwami and a ‘King’ will be
‘crowned’. Tour the traditional healers homestead and enjoy demonstrations of their
skills - fire-making, archery, weaving, medicine, architecture (totally unique grass
thatched huts that were used by the kings), magnificent Rwandan cultural dances,
among other things - followed by a mass dance where all guests are invited. This
lasts a couple of hours. Time at the ex-poachers village is very interactive, educational and fun for all ages.
Accommodation: Mountain Gorilla View Lodge.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.
Day 4, - Volcanoes National Park - Golden Monkey Tracking.
After an early breakfast, drive to the Volcanoes National Park to be allocated a golden monkey tracking group.

7AM - Briefing by your trackers then drive to the trail head for the tracking.
The beautiful Golden Monkey has a golden body, cheeks and tail with contrasting
black limbs, crown, and tail-end. Not much is known about their behaviour other
than they live in social groups of up to 30 individuals and their diet consists mainly
of leaves and fruit - it is believed they eat insects too. Restricted to the highland
forest of the Virungas especially near bamboo, they share this habitat with their big
brother the Mountain Gorilla, inhabiting a small area that overlaps the territory of
one of the Gorilla families. Together, they face the same threats; snares, human
encroachment and are listed on the IUCN red list of critically endangered species.
Tracking usually takes from 2 to 4 hours. Once you come to the habituated families,
you will spend the allocated one hour with them as they go about their daily life;
adult monkeys frolic in plain view, feeding on bamboo leaves and leaping from
perch to perch while females carry their young, completely oblivious of on-lookers.
Return to the lodge in time for a shower and lunch. In the afternoon you will be
driven 2.5 hours back to Kigali and check in at Serena Hotel. This evening you will
be taken for a farewell dinner at one of the local restaurants.
Accommodation: Serena Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.
Day 5, - Fly to Zanzibar, via Nairobi.
Early this morning you will be collected and transferred to Kigali airport for your
flight to Nairobi and connect with a flight to Zanzibar. Upon arrival you will be
transferred to your hotel for a 2 night stay.

Zanzibar lies 25 miles off the coast of Tanzania - an alluring combination of rich
slave-trade history and beautiful beaches, interspersed with villages, palm groves
and orange gardens. It is a bewitching place; the rich green valleys are filled with
the aroma of spices whilst historic Stone Town, once the capital of a vast Arabic
empire, is an atmospheric maze of narrow streets, street markets and coral stone
steps. The astoundingly white beaches of Zanzibar's east coast lead out to turquoise coral waters. There is excellent diving to the north of the island and the
opportunity to swim with dolphins. The climate is tropical with a hot rainy season
from November to April.
Accommodation: 236 Hurumzi / Serena Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 6, - Zanzibar at leisure / Visit Stone Town.
Spend the day at your leisure exploring Zanzibar. We suggest you take a tour of
Stone Town.
It may not have a particularly romantic name, but Stone Town is the old city and
cultural heart of Zanzibar, little changed in the last 200 years. It is a place of
winding alleys, bustling bazaars, mosques and grand Arab houses whose original
owners vied with each other over the extravagance of their dwellings. This oneupmanship is particularly reflected in the brassstudded, carved, wooden doors there are more than 500 different examples of this handiwork. You can spend
many idle hours and days just wandering through the fascinating labyrinth of narrow streets and alleyways.
Places to Visit in Stone Town:
•

•

•

•

•

The Old Dispensary (now known as the Stone Town Cultural Centre) is a
grand four story building with a set of decorative balconies. It served as a
dispensary during colonial times but fell into disrepair in the 1970's and
1980's. It is one of the Stone Town buildings that has been successfully
restored, in this case with funding from the Aga Khan Trust for Culture. It
can be found on Zanzibar's seafront on Mizingani road.
The market is a great place to visit even if you don't want to buy anything.
It is a vibrant place where everything under the sun is bought and sold.
People bring their produce here from all over the island, and other people
come to buy things they can't get in their own villages. Of special interest
is the huge selection of brightly coloured khangas (worn by the local women) and the auctions that are held regularly.
Livingstone's House was built around 1860 for Sultan Majid, and was used
by many of the missionaries and explorers as a starting point. Most notably, Dr David Livingstone lived here before commencing his last journey to
the mainland interior.
The Peace Memorial Museum is an interesting look at Zanzibar's history. It
has sections on archaeology, early trade, slavery, palaces, mosques, sultans, explorers (includes Dr Livingstone's medical chest), missionaries, colonial administrators, traditional crafts and household items, stamps, coins,
fishing, and clove cultivation.
The Palace Museum is a large white building with castellated battlements,
and was built in the late 1890's for members of the Sultan's family. Originally called the Sultan's Palace, in 1911 it became the official residence of
the Sultan of Zanzibar, but following the revolution in 1964, it was renamed the Peoples' Palace. In 1994, the palace was turned into a museum
dedicated to the history of Zanzibar's Sultans which necessitated a third

•

•

change of name to the Palace Museum. For the first time, visitors can see
much of the Sultans' furniture and other possessions that survived the revolution.
The House of Wonders is a very large square-shaped building, with several
stories, surrounded by tiers of pillars and balconies, and topped by a large
clock tower. It was built in 1883 as a ceremonial palace for Sultan Barghash
and was the first in Zanzibar to have electric light and an electric lift. Not
surprisingly, when it was built, the local people called it Beit el Ajaib, meaning the House of Wonders. Today, it is still one of the largest buildings in
Zanzibar, and there are plans to open it as the National Museum.
The Arab Fort is situated next to the House of Wonders and was built between 1698 and 1701 by the Busaidi group of Omani Arabs. It is a large
building with high, dark brown walls. topped by castellated battlements. The
fort is open to visitors and now contains various shops and an open air theatre.

Accommodation: 236 Hurumzi / Serena Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 7, - Journey to Pemba Island. Fundu Lagoon.
Today you are transferred to the airport for your charter flight to Pemba Island.
From Chake Chake airport you will be driven approximately 30 minutes to Mkoani
Port, where you will board a private speedboat from Mkoani Port to Fundu Lagoon
(the transfer lasts about 20-25 minutes).
Fundu Lagoon is on Pemba Island, which is part of the Zanzibar archipelago and
lies to the north of its larger, better known sister island, Unguja. The hotel is situated on a remote and beautiful beach on the south western side of Pemba, and is
only accessible by boat.

Your stay includes: In-house selection of wine, spirits, cocktails, beers, bottled water, soft drinks, juices, tea & coffee, full English breakfast, daily choice of dishes for
lunch, afternoon tea and 3 course dinner including Swahili Night and Beach Barbeque Night on set evenings. Rates also include unguided mangrove canoe safaris
and a Dhow sunset cruise, shore based snorkelling, windsurfing, kayaking, traditional hair and henna on Swahili Night and village treks (subject to availability).
Rates also include laundry service.
Accommodation: Fundu Lagoon.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.

Day 8 - 10, - At leisure.
For the next five days, you can decide how much or how little you want to do during your stay at Fundu Lagoon.
Included are several activity options:
•
Village Treks - There are 3 very traditional local villages within comfortable
walking distance from the resort – Kwaa-zani, Kutukuu and Kungumi. One of
the members of staff will guide you around these charming little villages
showing you the unique clay built houses, banana and cassava plantations as
well as many of the local fruits and vegetables that are farmed in the families’ gardens.
•
Sunset Cruises - This trip gives you the most wonderful opportunity of sailing
in a traditional dhow. Relax with a glass of wine or cold beer and refreshments whilst experienced boat crew sail the dhow out into the sunset.

•

Water Sports - Kayaking and Windsurfing. Further information can be obtained from the Dive Centre.

But there are also many other activities you can do at an additional cost:
•
Jambangome Ruins & River Safari - Deep inside the Fundu Lagoon bay lies
a meandering River amongst the mangroves and the Jambangome Ruins.
Cruise in at high tide and walk through the local village farmland to find the
Ruins.
•
Water-skiing/Wakeboarding/Knee boarding - The resort’s ski boat, Changu,
has been fitted out with water skiing and wakeboarding equipment. If you
like going fast and getting wet, then these sports are for you, although all
are weather dependent. Please check with the Dive Centre.
•
Dolphin Safaris - Resident pods of dolphins live around the reefs of Misali
Island and Fundu Lagoon. Dolphin safaris are normally organised twice
weekly by the Dive Centre for a Wednesday and Sunday.
•
Game Fishing & Scenic Island Cruise - The areas surrounding Fundu Lagoon are renowned for its superb fishing. Regular catches include Spanish
mackerel, wahoo, giant trevally, barracuda, yellow fin tuna, Dorado and an
occasional sailfish.
•
Misali Snorkeling Tours - The coral reefs just off the main beach of Misali
provide convenient and exciting snorkelling. It only takes between 20 and
30 minutes to reach Misali Island from Fundu Lagoon and it is the perfect
holiday snorkelling opportunity. Even if snorkelling is not for you, Misali
beach is lovely to sunbathe on and the swimming is excellent too. There
are also a few interesting trails through the island’s virgin forests, and at
low tide you can walk along the inter-tidal zone which leads to Misali’s
caves. In addition to the above, the nesting site of the Green and Hawkbill
sea turtles is nearby on Turtle Beach.
Accommodation: Fundu Lagoon.
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.
Days 11, - Fly to London, via Nairobi.
Today checkout from Fundu Lagoon and spend the remainder of the day at your
leisure. This afternoon you will be transfer by charter flight to Zanzibar for your
flight to Nairobi.
Upon arrival into Nairobi, we suggest you have dinner at The Talisman Restaurant. After dinner, go back to Nairobi Airport for your overnight flight to London.
Accommodation: Overnight flight.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch.
Day 12, - Arrive in the UK.
Welcome home!

-----

Laterally sleeping...
Mountain Gorilla View Lodge
Mountain Gorilla View Lodge, a 3* bush lodge at the base of the Sabyinyo volcano
offers good quality accommodation with panoramic views of the Virungas, barely a km
away from the National Park HQs. An oasis of serenity at the base of Sabyinyo volcano, all her 25 guest Cottages, built in contemporary African design using local materials, are en-suite and come equipped with a mini bar, coffee machine and hairdryer.
Soft furnishings with modern African prints, motifs and colors as well as original artworks in recycled timber create a relaxing and refreshing ambiance. The lodge’s
grounds are beautifully landscaped with natural foliage and a startling variety of wild
flowers. In the evenings, the Itorero, local Rwandan cultural dancers’ troupe, spices
your stay with memorable Rwandan dances.

www.3bhotels.com/our-properties/mountain-gorilla-view-lodge/
Kigali Serena Hotel
Situated in Central Kigali, 10 km from the international airport, Kigali Serena Hotel
comprises of 148 air conditioned rooms in various categories: Standard, Deluxe, Superior (43), Prime (7), Junior Suites (18), Executive Suites (6) as well as a Presidential
Suite. Other facilities include the elegant Milima Restaurant, the Lounge Bar offering a
choice of three purpose designed areas: the bar, the lounge and the terrace, two conference rooms, 3 other meeting rooms, an executive board room, business centre,
gymnasium, swimming pool, a Spa and WIFI internet access.
www.serenahotels.com/serenakigali/default-en.html
236 Hurumuzi, Zanzibar
236 Hurumzi (once known as the Emerson & Green) is a sumptuously restored merchant's mansion with renowned rooftop restaurant right in the heart of Stone Town.
It sprawls across two beautiful old buildings dating from 1840–70. The back portion
was constructed in the early 1800s, when the Omani Arabs first took control of Zanzibar, and the front building was originally the home of the prominent Ismaili Indian
merchant, Tharia Topan. These were then completely restored, joined into one small
hotel, which was then tastefully decorated with antique Zanzibar furniture and carpets, many of which are original pieces from the houses.
The bedrooms - especially the large ceremonial ones - are some of the most atmospheric in Zanzibar. Stained-glass windows and wooden lattice-work throw mysterious
patterns over marbled bathtubs and oriental rugs, while vast mosquito nets are
draped over carved four-poster beds. The view from the tower top restaurant over the
motley roofs of Stone Town forms a magical backdrop for a Swahili dinner served at
knee-high tables by robed waiters.

...sleeping Laterally
Zanzibar Serena Hotel, Stone Town
Idyllically situated on the sea-front of ancient Stone Town, and flanked by an exotic
mix of sultan's palaces, Portuguese forts, ancient dhow harbours, and bright bazaars,
the Zanzibar Serena Hotel is a haven of tranquillity and opulence amongst the bustle
of one of Africa's most ancient and most enchanting towns. It has been styled to represent the epitome of Swahili style, ethnic elegance and Arabic opulence, setting it
apart as one of the finest hotels in Zanzibar.
With high ceilings, shuttered windows and cool white walls, rooms are constructed in
the traditional Swahili manner, whereby the size is dictated by the length of the mangrove poles that make up their ceilings. Adorned with arched niches, antique plates
and brass lamps; and featuring traditionally carved furniture with basket weave and
ceramic inlay, the rooms are predominantly royal blue and white. Four-poster, net
draped beds dominate, offset by delicate side tables, vanity units and louver doors
giving access onto balconies, some of which feature massive free-standing hammocks.
www.serenahotels.com/serenazanzibar/default-en.html

Fundu Lagoon, Pemba Island
Fundu Lagoon is on Pemba Island, which is part of the Zanzibar archipelago and lies
to the north of its larger, better known sister island, Unguja. The hotel is situated on
a remote and beautiful beach on the south western side of Pemba, and is only accessible by boat. There are eighteen rooms, consisting of canvas tents set under makuti
(thatch) roofs on wooden decks, all with views over the sea. The rooms are equipped
with large double or twin beds, mosquito nets, ceiling and standing fans, and indoor
and outdoor seating areas. Each has an ensuite bathroom with fresh hot water shower, toilet and basin.
The rooms are connected to the main buildings by wooden walkways or paths
through indigenous forest. Some rooms are situated along the beachfront and the
remaining on the hillside, which have wide views over the lagoon. Two of our eighteen rooms are suites, with their own private chill out deck and plunge pool, and four
are superior suites which also have an extensive indoor and outdoor lounge space
and mezzanine platform. The main hotel is built under thatch and is large and airy
and overlooks the sea. Breakfast, lunch and dinner are served in the main dining area
or at the jetty bar with a three course lunch and dinner, all with a choice of dishes of
international standard. Some meals will be served on the white sandy beach. There
are three bars, one of which is situated a third of the way along a long jetty which
stretches way out into the sea.
www.fundulagoon.com/

