
South Africa explored, Laterally  

 

Because I’ve always wanted to... 



= One way flight 

= Return flight 

 

= Drive 

= Train/Boat 



Flights... 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Date Airline & 

Flight 

Number 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

TBC TBC Hong Kong TBC Johannesburg TBC TBC 

TBC TBC Durban TBC Johannesburg TBC TBC 

TBC TBC Johannesburg TBC Hong Kong TBC TBC 

In a Nutshell... 
 
 

Day 1 - Fly to Johannesburg & visit family and friends. Four Seasons The   

    Westcliff 

Day 2 - Transfer to Durban & Stay at the Cathedral Peak Hotel 

Day 3 - Explore Drakensberg Mountains. Cathedral Peak Hotel 

Day 4 - Drive to KwaZulu Natal Battlefields. Fugitives Drift 

Day 5 - Tour of The Battlefields. Fugitives Drift 

Day 6 - To Durban & Stay at The Oyster Box 

Day 7 - 8 - At leisure on the Dolphin Coast 

Day 9 - Travel to Maputaland. Rocktail Camp 

Day 10 - 11 - Exploring Maputaland. Rocktail Camp 

Day 12 - Drive to Mkhuze Game Reserve. Ghost Mountain Inn 

Day 13 - Onwards to Phinda Mountain Lodge 

Day 14 - 15 - On safari. Phinda Mountain Lodge 

Day 16 - Drive to Durban & Return to the Oyster Box 

Day 17 - Homebound 

Day 18 - Welcome Home! 

 
 
 
 



Your Recommended Itinerary... 

 

Day 1- Day at leisure  

Make your way to the airport in time for your flight to Johannesburg. Welcome to 

South Africa! On arrival at OR Tambo Airport you proceed through passport con-

trol and luggage collection then through Customs to the Arrivals Hall. You will be 

welcomed by a laterallife representative holding a name board with your sur-

name on it. They will then transfer you to the city and on to the Four Seasons 

Westcliff Hotel for your overnight stay. We have arranged for your early check in 
and you room should be available on arrival.   

 

Spend today at your leisure, 

 

Johannesburg is one of Africa’s biggest and most vibrant cities. It is the economic 

capital of Africa and the gateway to Southern Africa. Although not as famous as 

other South African destinations, there is plenty to do in Johannesburg and near-

by Pretoria. The old city is a multi-cultural mixture of traditional medicine shops, 

Chinese restaurants, taxi ranks and ultra-modern skyscrapers. There are excellent 

museums, art galleries and organised tours of historical and political interest.  

 

Please note: Two nights have been booked at the Four Seasons The Westcliff 
Hotel to enable you to access your room as early as you wish today. 

 

Accommodation: Four Seasons The Westcliff 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 2 - Transfer to Durban & Transfer to Cathedral Peak Hotel 

Today your driver will meet you in the lobby of your hotel at 9 am for the 3-hour 

land transfer to the Drakensberg Mountains. 

 

Accommodation: Cathedral Peak Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner (Including Mid-Morning & Afternoon Tea) 

 

 



Day 3 - Explore Drakensberg Mountains  

Today is at your leisure to explore the Drakensberg Mountains under your own 

steam. 

 

Situated in Northeastern South Africa, the Northern Drakensberg rises up to 3000 

metres in height creating spectacularly scenic views from every direction. Featur-

ing cascading waterfalls, sandstone caves and countless San rock art paintings, 

the Northern Drakensberg is a UNESCO World Heritage Site which also boasts a 

network of scenic hiking trails. Falling within the Royal Natal National Park, the 

‘Amphitheatre’, comprised of over 5 kilometres of sheer cliff, is regarded as one 

of the most impressive cliff faces on earth with the Tugela Falls, the world's sec-

ond tallest falls, plunging almost a kilometre from its clifftops.  

 

Note: Temperatures in these high mountains can plummet very quickly. Any 
walkers should be as prepared as they would be walking in Europe. 

 

Accommodation: Cathedral Peak Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner (Including Mid-Morning & Afternoon Tea) 

 

Day 4 - Drive to KwaZulu Natal Battlefields 

This morning you are driven to The Battlefields in Zululand. 

 

The Battlefields is the collective name for an area of rolling cattle country in rural 

Zululand where many of the bloody Anglo-Zulu and Anglo-Boer battles were 

fought in the mid to late 19th century - an enduring story of courage and self-

sacrifice, bloodshed and tragedy. If you haven’t watched Zulu, make sure you do 

before you go! 

 

KwaZulu Natal, also known as KZN, is steeped in history and littered with battle-

fields from the struggles of the Zulu Civil Wars, to their clashes with the Boers 

and the British. This picturesque area features sweeping views of rolling hills scat-

tered with rugged rock formations. The most well-known and well-visited sites 

are those of the legendary Battles of Isandlwana and Rorke’s Drift took place on 

the same day, lodging the Zulus firmly at the top of great warrior nations. Visitors 

can also explore the famous Anglo-Boer War fields of Spioenkop, Colenso and the 

Siege of Ladysmith, which drew characters like Winston Churchill, Louis Botha 

and Mahatma Gandhi onto the same stage. 

 





Accommodation: Fugitives Drift Lodge 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

 

Day 5 - Tour of The Battlefields 

You will be woken up with a tea/coffee tray and a light knock on the door. Break-

fast is served in the dining room with a buffet of homemade muesli, cereals, 

toast, fresh fruit, muffins, yoghurt and porridge. A friendly waiter will also be on 

hand to take your order for bacon, eggs and our daily special which is all cooked 

to order. 

 

The tour for Isandlwana departs this morning in a Land rover listening to an au-

dio tape narrated by David Rattray explaining the background to the Anglo-Zulu 

War. There is a stop mid-morning for a comfort break and to view the Museum at 

Isandlwana. The lecture on the battlefield continues for about two hours, and 

then tea, coffee and refreshments are served. Another tape, this time describing 

the story of the survivors and events after the battle of Isandlwana is played en 

route back to the Lodge, returning for lunch in the Harford Library. 

 

After lunch, listen to the famous story of Rorke’s Drift, where 139 British soldiers 

were attacked by 4,000 Zulu warriors, winning more Victoria Crosses than in any 

other battle in history, returning to the Lodge or Guest House in time for a drink 

around the fireplace. 

 

Accommodation: Fugitives Drift Lodge 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

 

Day 6 - To Durban  

This morning make the 3.5hour drive to Durban and stay for 3 nights at the Oys-

ter Box, stunningly set on what is known as The Dolphin Coast. 

 

The Dolphin Coast is actually the name of a small stretch of coast from Durban 

northwards to the Tongaat River. It includes a series of seaside towns with lovely 

sandy beaches. The frequent sightings of bottlenose dolphins playing in the Indi-

an Ocean waves has resulted in its name. 

 

Ballito and Umhlanga to the north of Durban offer endless stretches of sandy 

beaches, and are ideal for swimming, relaxing and enjoying alfresco seafood  



cuisine. Here you're away from the bustle of the city and yet easily within reach 

of its attractions such as the lush botanical gardens and enticing Indian spice 

markets. 

 

The Dolphin Coast is famous of course for its bottle-nosed dolphins - take a boat 

cruise to view them at close range, whilst the golf courses at Zimbali, Mount 

Edgecombe and the Royal Durban rival the best in South Africa. Everywhere the 

traditional arts and crafts of the Zulu nation are available to buy. 

 

Accommodation: The Oyster Box Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 7 - 8 - At leisure on the Dolphin Coast 

Spend the next couple of days at your leisure. 

 

Things to see in Durban: 

Dolphin & Whale watching: The best time to see these majestic creatures is be-

tween the months of June to November when the whales migrate from the cold 

antarctic water to the more tropical waters off the coast of Durban. 

 

Durban Botanical gardens: The oldest surviving gardens in Africa housing a wide 

range of exotic plants. The garden covers 15 hectares. 

 

uShaka Marine World: This is both an aquarium as well as a water theme park. 

 

Hike in Paradise Valley: Expansive nature preserve with a river, waterfall & 4 

trails starting at the interpretive centre. 

 

Or just relax by the hotel pool. 

 

Accommodation: The Oyster Box Hotel 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 9 - Travel to Maputaland 

This morning you will make the 4 hour journey up the coast to Rocktail Camp. 



Rocktail Beach Camp is set in the sanctuary of the lush Maputaland Coastal Forest 

covering the ancient dunes that make up the edge of South Africa’s KwaZulu-

Natal coast. With the Maputaland Marine Reserve just offshore and the beach a 

brisk 20-minute walk from the camp, there are world-class diving and snorkelling, 

remote, unspoiled beaches and other beach adventures to be had mere moments 

from the comfort of the camp. 

 

From a scuba diving perspective, Rocktail Bay is unique. Not only is the diving 

conducted within a Reserve and World Heritage Site along unspoiled reefs, but 

divers have the luxury of knowing that they alone have access to these sites and 

are the only underwater visitors along this stretch of the coastline. 

 

This is not a traditional ‘big game’ area, but the camp is situated within a pris-

tine coastal forest reserve, which is interspersed with rolling grasslands and wa-

terberry/palm savannah. This area abounds with a variety of animals, birds and 

plant life that provide a natural counterpoint to the bushveld. Common reedbucks 

frequent the marshes and grasslands and the red duiker lives in the forest areas. 

Hippos are sometimes found in freshwater lakes, while whales and dolphins are 

often seen offshore. Birding is outstanding, with a number of special coastal for-

est species seen by avid bird watching guests. 

 

Your stay includes: Accommodation, all meals, twice daily scheduled camp activi-
ties, laundry, scheduled transfers between the camp and Coastal Cashews, Satour 
Tourism Levy, 1 Lake Sibaya Excursion and 1 Mpukane Village Excursion. 

 

Accommodation: Rocktail Camp 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

 

Day 10 - 11- Exploring Maputaland 

Spend the next couple of days exploring the sea and forest around you. 

 

Activities included: 

• 40 kilometre beach to explore  

• Bird watching 

• Surf/rock fishing (no tackle provided). Fishing licenses/permits are required 

for both conventional fishing and fly-fishing. These are not sold in camp 

and must be obtained, prior to arrival and in person, from the nearest Post 

Office. Note that the offices of Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife National Parks no 

longer sell these 



• Dune boarding (for children only – 5 years and older) 

• Swimming and snorkelling at Lala Nek 

• Excursions to Lake Sibaya 

• Guided beach and forest nature walks 

• Nature drives in 4x4 Land Rovers 

 

Activities at additional cost: 

• Turtle drives must be booked and paid for in advance, with a maximum of 

one turtle drive per guest that may be booked in advance. No refunds on 

pre-booked drives 

• Scuba diving (Scuba divers must bring dive cards and/or log books) 

• PADI Scuba Diving Courses  

• Gugulesizwe Activities (Gugulesizwe is a joint venture between Wilderness 

Safaris and the community). Game drive and brunch at Tembe Elephant 

Park (booked and paid for at the camp). 

 

The following activities are prohibited in the reserve: surfing, boardsailing, the 
launching of any type of boat, lighting of fires, driving of vehicles on the beach. 

 

Accommodation: Rocktail Camp 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

 

Day 12 - Drive to Mkhuze Game Reserve 

A Rocktail Camp driver will transfer you at Coastal Cashews gate where you will 

meet your driver this morning and travel inland to the Ghost Mountain Inn in 

the Mkhuze Game reserve. (Approx 1.5hours) 

 

Mkuze Game Reserve is situated in Northern Zululand, a 40,000 hectare Game 

Reserve world renown for its birding possibilities, home to over 400 different spe-

cies. 

 

The Mkhuze River runs along the northern and eastern borders with fig forest’s 

along its banks. Various animal species that may be found in the Mkuze Reserve 

include White and Black Rhino, Leopard, Elephant, Giraffe, Nyala, Wildebeest and 

much more. Rare species include Cheetah, Wild Dog, Hyenas and Suni. 





 

Accommodation: Ghost Mountain Inn 

Meals: Breakfast & Dinner 

 

Day 13 - Onwards to Phinda Private Game Reserve 

This morning journey to Phinda Mountain Lodge, located in the Ubombo Mountain 

Range. (approx 50mins) 

 

From Phinda Mountain Lodge you have your best opportunity of being able to see the 

"Big 5". Phinda Private Game Reserve's unique meeting of riverine and rare sand forest 

habitats is home to a wide selection of wildlife, including lion, giraffe, white and black 

rhino, antelope, elephants, leopard, buffalo, cheetah, and wildebeest, as well as 415 

bird species. 

 

Phinda Mountain Lodge offers a range of safari activities, including morning and even-

ing game drives in open Land Rovers, sometimes out into the middle of the bush for a 

safari breakfast, or out to the Mzinene River for a morning boat cruise. These drives 

are conducted and guided by a team of informative, eager guides, all ready to share 

their knowledge of the area. 

 

The lodge is also very close to the Indian Ocean and it is easy to make trips to in the 

world's most south-lying coral reefs. Whilst by the sea you will have the opportunity to 

go snorkelling, scuba diving or even go out fishing at sea. 

 

Additionally, Phinda Mountain Lodge offers Zulu village tours, night turtle drives 

(seasonal), black rhino tracking on foot and conservation experiences. 

Your stay includes: Accommodation, three meals daily, soft drinks, house wines, local 
brand spirits and beers, teas and coffees, refreshments on game drives, laundry, 
scheduled camp activities as per daily programme, one hour nature walks accompanied 
by experienced armed trackers (subject to availability), emergency medical evacuation 
insurance, VAT, transfers to and from the lodge airstrip and government bed levy. 

 

Accommodation: Phinda Lodge 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 14 - 15- On safari 

Spend the next few days on safari. 

 





Accommodation: Phinda Lodge 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

 

Day 16 - Return to Durban 

This morning, after breakfast, you are driven 3h30m to Durban where you overnight at 

the Oyster Box.   

 

Spend the remainder of the day at your leisure. 

 

Accommodation: Oyster Box 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 18 - Homebound journey  

This morning you are collected and transferred to Durban airport in time for your morn-

ing flight to Johannesburg, where you connect to your overnight homebound flight. You 
will have to collect your luggage when you transfer between flights. 

 

Accommodation: Overnight flight 

Meals: Breakfast & In-flight meals 

 

Day 19 - Welcome Home 

 

- - - - -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laterally sleeping... 

Four Seasons The Westcliff 
Set on a cliffside in a garden estate, The Westcliff has an almost rural air despite be-
ing in the city centre.  Its swimming pool and private terraces look out over the adja-
cent zoological gardens where animals can be spotted beneath the trees. 
Staying at The Westcliff you will be perfectly positioned for all that Johannesburg has 
to offer, yet cosseted in peace and calm when you so choose. In total there are 117 
suites all with either a balcony or a terrace to enjoy the views. The hotel is renowned 
for its avant-garde cuisine and it’s spa offers a wide range of treatments. 
 
www.fourseasons.com/johannesburg  

 

Cathedral Peak Hotel, Northern Drakensberg  
Nestled in the unspoiled surroundings of the Drakensberg mountain range (a World 
Heritage Site) Cathedral Peak Hotel offers a host of activities including golf, horse rid-
ing, helicopter flips, quad and mountain bikes, and daily guided walks with unrivalled 
access to the Drakensberg Mountains.  
Since the hotel first opened to guests in 1939, the van der Riet family has succeeded 
in offering warm hospitality, combined with exceptional service. There's a choice of 
two or three guided walks each day varying in length, as well as horse-riding outrides 
and mountain biking trails. Keen and fit hikers might like to try the 8-10 hour Cathe-
dral Peak guided hike which is offered twice a week. Scenic helicopter flights offer a 
unique opportunity to view the breathtaking Drakensberg from the air.  
Unmatched sporting facilities at Cathedral Peak Hotel include two pools (one heated), 
children's paddling pool, tennis, squash, fully equipped gym and small spa, 9 hole golf 
course, trout fishing, bowls, 10 metre climbing tower and children's playground.  
 
www.cathedralpeak.co.za  

 

Fugitives Drift Lodge, KwaZulu Natal Battlefields, South Africa  
Fugitives Drift Lodge is the original Natal Battlefields lodge and is located within its 
own 4,000-acre Natural Heritage site, close to Rorke's Drift in South Africa. The large 
lounge and dining room houses numerous works of art pertaining to the Zulu War and 
is full of artefacts, antiques and memorabilia. The nine rooms are decorated in a gen-
tle colonial style very much in keeping with the ambience of the lodge. Each has a 
terrace or deck overlooking the plains flanking the Buffalo river gorge. There is also an 
Annexe cottage with two en suite bedrooms and is ideal for families or couples travel-
ling together. Within the well-established and shady garden, there's a spectacularly 
situated swimming pool overlooking the Buffalo River Gorge. Evenings are spent en-
joying drinks around the camp fire before a candlelit dinner is served in the dining 
room. 
 
www.fugitivesdrift.com  

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.fourseasons.com/johannesburg/
https://www.fugitivesdrift.com/


 
...sleeping Laterally 

The Oyster Box, Durban  
The well-loved Oyster Box Hotel, with its celebrated history, has reopened after an 
extensive renovation and refurbishment programme. With all the luxurious comforts, 
elegance and charm of a bygone era, together with its breathtaking views over the 
Indian Ocean, the new Oyster Box Hotel promises to once again to top of South Afri-
ca's own hotel 'A-list'.  
 
A host of gathering spots such as the familiar authentic Chukka Bar, the new 
'Lighthouse Bar' situated on the rooftop overlooking the famous lighthouse and the 
magnificent, marbled 'Oyster Bar', serving oysters from the hotel's own oyster beds, 
offers something for everyone.  
 
Luxury abounds at the new Oyster Box Hotel, with 86 beautifully appointed rooms 
and suites, eight Garden Villas, each with its own private pool. The varied accommo-
dation suits the needs of every guest, from individuals, to honeymoon couples and 
families. Children are welcome with special facilities and a Kids Club provided, to give 
parents the rest they deserve.  
 
Exceptional cuisine and impeccable wines are on offer in three unique restaurants, 
serving wood oven pizzas, the finest seafood and authentic Indian curries.  
The new Oyster Box will offer truly 21st century hospitality while paying homage to 
the warm nostalgia of the original Oyster Box. The grand revolving door at the en-
trance is still there to welcome you. The familiar wrought-iron balustrade and original 
hand-painted tiles are still intact. However greater light and spaciousness has been 
introduced, with lots of glass and luxurious finishes.  
 
Back by popular demand, guests can enjoy a traditional High Tea with all the trap-
pings at the new Oyster Box in the conservatory-like Palm Court, resplendent with 
chandeliers purchased from The Savoy Hotel in London. In the unlikely event of bad 
weather, the luxurious 24-seater movie theatre comes into its own. Special dinner, 
hot popcorn and movie packages are offered for hotel guests. A new, state-of-the-art 
Spa features a unique, beautifully-appointed Hamman, while the gym boasts the lat-
est equipment and technology.  
 
The hotel is set in lush vegetation and landscaped gardens. Creative water features 
and ponds, a second swimming pool and antique bird aviary emphasize the timeless 
tranquility of the grounds.  
 
www.oysterboxhotel.com 
  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Laterally sleeping... 

Rocktail Camp, Maputaland 
Situated 20 minutes from the beach in a lush dune forest, Rocktail has 14 en-suite 
rooms (of which four are family rooms with shared bathroom and two bedrooms, and 
one is the honeymoon suite). The central dining and lounge areas feature a wrapa-
round veranda, a large pool, sunny deck and curio shop. Activities include some of the 
best SCUBA diving and snorkelling in the world, and the kind of family activities that 
create perfect childhood memories.  
 
https://maputalandtravel.co.za/rocktail-camp  

 

Ghost Mountain Inn, Mkuze 
At the foot of the legendary Ghost Mountain in the little town of Mkuze in the North-
ern KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, lies the privately owned, award-winning Ghost Moun-
tain Inn. This intimate hotel is the ideal location from which to explore the game and 
coastal reserves of the Elephant Coast. Discover the abundance of wildlife and scenery 
of this diverse region through game drives, guided walks and boat cruises in the com-
pany of knowledgeable rangers. Alternatively, be pampered with skin and body treat-
ments at the on-site spa or simply enjoy the pools, gym and indigenous gardens. 
Rooms at the Ghost Mountain Inn offer a private patio, a satellite TV, a minibar and a 
tea/coffee maker. Some rooms are more spacious and include a refrigerator. 
 
www.ghostmountaininn.co.za  
 

 

Phinda Mountain Lodge, KwaZulu Natal 
Phinda encompasses an 28 555 hectares (70 560 acres) of prime Big Five wilderness 
in KwaZulu-Natal. The Reserve comprises seven distinct habitats – from dry sand for-
est to wetland systems and mountain ranges. The 24 rooms scattered along the 
mountainside offer complete privacy and luxury. There’s no end to the choice of tak-
ing in the view – spacious verandas with private plunge pools and layered guest areas 
each provide their own outlook. Pan African meals are enjoyed in the stone and reed 
boma, lit by the glow of dozens of candles and lanterns. 
 
www.andbeyond.com/our-lodges/africa/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/phinda-private-
game-reserve/andbeyond-phinda-mountain-lodge/  
 
 

 
 

https://maputalandtravel.co.za/rocktail-camp/
https://www.ghostmountaininn.co.za/
https://www.andbeyond.com/our-lodges/africa/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/phinda-private-game-reserve/andbeyond-phinda-mountain-lodge/
https://www.andbeyond.com/our-lodges/africa/south-africa/kwazulu-natal/phinda-private-game-reserve/andbeyond-phinda-mountain-lodge/

