-Africa explored, Laterally-
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In a Nutshell...

Day 1, - Depart London

Day 2, - Arive Entebbe/ Kampala (Uganda)

Day 3, - Drive Entebbe/Kampala to Kibale Forest National Park
Day 4, - Kibale Forest National Park

Day 5, - Kibale Forest National Park

Day 6, - Kibale to Queen Elizabeth National Park

Day 7, - Queen Elizabeth National Park

Day 8, - Drive to Ishasha

Day 9, - Drive Ishasha to Bwindi Inpenetrable National Park
Day 10, - Bwindi Inpenetrable National Park (Gorilla Tracking)
Day 11, - Bwindi Inpenetrable National Park (Gorilla Tracking)

Day 12, - Bwindi Inpenetrable National Park to Lake Mburo National Park

Day 13, - Lake Mburo National Park

Day 14, - Lake Mburo to Kidepo Valley National Park
Day 15, - Kidepo Valley National Park

Day 16, - Kidepo Valley National Park

Day 17, - Journey home

Day 18, - Arrive back in the UK

Flights...
Date Airline & From Departs To Arrives Class
Flight
Number
TBC TBC London TBC Entebbe TBC TBC
TBC TBC Entebbe TBC London TBC TBC




Your Recommended Itinerary...

Day 1 - Depart London

Depart London on an overnight flight to Entebbe (Uganda).
Accomodation: Overnight flight

Meals: In flight meals.

Day 2 - Arrive Entebbe

Land in Entebbe this morning where you will be met by your driver/guide who will
take you to your hotel in either Entebbe itself of the nearby Kampala. NB: De-
pending on the arrival time of your flight you may want to head straight to Kibale
but the drive is approximately 6 hours and after a long journey stopping for a
night to acclimatise is no bad idea.

Kampala is the capital city of Uganda and the largest urban centre in the coun-
try situated among the northern shore hinterland of Lake Victoria. The city was
widely seen as a showcase capital for east Africa in the immediate post-
independence years before the disastrous arrival of Idi Amin and its subsequent
decline. Today, except for the city centre itself, where new buildings and renova-
tions have redesigned the battered cityscape of the 1980s civil war, the original
seven hills — now 12 — on which Kampala lies are covered in shady trees and sub-
sistence crops. It is the archetypal modern African city with shopping malls and
bustling markets, but in places Kampala has the appearance of an extended vil-
lage, rather than a capital, while sights such as the Kasubi Tombs and the Nation-
al Museum are open to tourists.

Entebbe, located on the shores of Lake Victoria 35km from the capital city of
Kampala, has a population of approximately 90,500. In the local Luganda lan-
guage, Entebbe means ‘seat’, and was probably named such because it was the
place where a Baganda chief sat to adjudicate legal cases. It first became a colo-
nial administrative and commercial centre in 1893 when Sir Gerald Portal, a Brit-
ish commissioner used it as a base. The city’s importance as a centre of trade
really began in 1896, however, with the arrival of a modern European steam ship
manufactured in Scotland and pieced together at the Port of Florence — present
day Kisumu. This was complemented in 1901 by the completion of the Mombasa
to Kisumu railway that opened Entebbe to trade with the Indian Ocean. Today
the city is the site of the country’s main international airport and retains much of
its colonial charm and relaxed atmosphere.

Accomodation: The Boma OR Emin Pasha

Meals: In flight breakfast and dinner at your hotel

Day 3 - Drive Entebbe/Kampala to Kibale National Park

Today you drive to Kibale National Park making stops en route at Mubende and
Fort Portal to break the journey.

Drive time is approximately 6 hours and you will travel with a picnic lunch. Stay in
Kibale for 3 nights.

The Kibale National Park forms a contiguous block with the more southerly
Queen Elizabeth National Park. The dominant vegetation type of the national park
is rainforest, interspersed with patches of grassland and swamp. At least 60
mammal species are present in Kibale forest. It is particularly rich in primates,
with 13 species recorded, including red colobus monkeys, rare L'Hoest’s monkeys,
blue monkeys, grey mangabeys, pottos, black faced vervet monkeys, baboons,



galagos and bushbabies, making it the most densely populated primate area in
the world. The park also benefits from gentle terrain, making wildlife walks rela-
tively easy to participate on.

One of the main attractions, however, are the habituated chimpanzees, which
number about 1,400 in Kibale, making it the largest population in the world. The
Jane Goodall Foundation began chimp habituation projects in Kibale about 10
years ago, with guided forest walks available daily with visitors able to participate
in the habituation process on ‘nest-to-nest’ walks. With a researcher, a group will
locate a chimpanzee family early in the morning at their nest site and follow them
throughout the day until the family chooses a new resting place for the night.
This allows visitors to see the chimps later on in the day when they descend from
the trees on to the forest floor in the afternoons.

Kibale also offers fantastic birdwatching experiences around the Bigodi wetlands.
Experienced local guides run three-hour walking tours of the swamps which are
home to several localised species with all proceeds going to the local community.
Accommodation: Ndali Lodge OR Primate Lodge

Meals: Breakfast, picnic lunch and dinner

Days 4 & 5 - Kibale National Park

At leisure.

Accommodation: Ndali Lodge OR Primate Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, picnic lunch and dinner

Day 6 - Drive Kibale National Park to Queen Elizabeth National Park
Drive south to Queen Elizabeth National Park. Drive time is approximately 2
hours. Stay here for 2 nights.

Queen Elizabeth National Park is one of Uganda's most popular national
parks combining beautiful scenery with some of the best wildlife viewing in the
country. The park stretches from the crater-dotted foothills of the Rwenzori rang-
es in the north, along the shores of Lake Edward to the remote Ishasha river in
the south, incorporating a wide variety of habitats that range from wetlands and
savanna to lowland forest. The lush savanna of Queen Elizabeth National Park
offers prime grazing to big plains wildlife such as buffaloes, elephants, various
antelopes including Ugandan kobs, bushbucks, topi and defassas as well as more
than 20 predators like lions, leopards, spotted hyenas and side-striped jackals.

The park also supports wide a variety of more than 600 bird species.

One of the highlights of Uganda’s most popular and accessible savanna reserve is
the Kazinga channel that bisects the park and joins Lake George and Lake Ed-
ward. The channel offers the superb opportunity of close up wildlife encounters
with hippos mere feet away from the boat while elephants and buffaloes as well
as an array of other mammals visit the channel’s shoreline. The shores of the
channel are also home to many bird species, including pink backed pelicans, pied
and malachite kingfishers and saddle billed storks.

The southern part of the park incorporates the Ishasha sector, a contrast to that
of the Mweya peninsula, Kasenyi and the Crater Lakes areas of the park. Ishasha
is a vast low-lying savanna plain lying south of the equator in the Albertine Rift
Valley, known for its tree climbing lions consisting of around 40 individuals split



across three prides. Ishasha is one of very few areas in the world where this
amazing behaviour occurs; the best known other is in Lake Manyara National Park
in southern Tanzania.

Accommodation: Katara Lodge

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 7 - Queen Elizabeth National Park

At leisure. Explore this beautiful park and look for wildlife with a guide.
Accommodation: Katara Lodge

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 8 - Drive south to Ishasha area

Game drive south through the park spotting wildlife en route to the Ishasha sec-
tor and look out for the tree climbing lions. Overnight at the tented camp here.
Accommodation: Ishasha Wilderness Camp

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 9 - Drive Ishasha to Bwindi
Drive south to Bwindi. The drive time is approximately 4 hours.

The Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park is home to some of the few
remaining mountain gorillas in the world, who live in one of the oldest and most
biologically diverse forests on Earth. The forest is thought to date back 25,000
years to before the pleistocene ice-age. The rainforest is spread over a series of
valleys and ridges that rise to between 1,160 to 2,607 metres above sea level and
form the beginning of the Albertine Rift Valley. The forest supports around 120
mammal species including 11 primates such as chimpanzees, L'Hoest's monkeys,
red tailed and blue monkeys, black and white colobus monkeys and olive ba-
boons. The forest is also home to around 350 bird species, 23 of which are en-
demic to the Albertine Rift Valley and 14 that are only found in Bwindi. There is
also an incredible variety of flora.

The park is separated into separate gorilla viewing areas: Buhoma the site of the
park’s headquarters is located in the north of the park; Ruhija, the highest gorilla
tracking trailhead and most spectacular, lies in the east of park; Nkuringo, cover-
ing the south-western area; and Rushaga on the southern edge of the park. Each
area has varying terrain and difficulty in reaching the habituated family groups
who live in these areas. A gorilla tracking experience in the forest can be strenu-
ous depending on where family groups are located, but treks generally depart at
about 8am. Groups depart with guides who will lead through the bush, slashing
at the undergrowth and parting thick creepers, to track a particular gorilla family.
This trek can take from half an hour to five hours, so a reasonable degree of fit-
ness is required as well as a sturdy pair of walking shoes. If your tracking is suc-
cessful, you will sit in the forest among the gorillas listening to them grumble at
each other, and marvel at the sheer size of the dominant male, the silverback.
Seeing mountain gorillas ranks as one of the most amazing wildlife experiences in
the world, especially when put into the context that there are only 650 or so of
these creatures left in the world.

Accommodation: Clouds OR Buhoma Lodge

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Days 10 & 11 - Gorilla Tracking
Gorilla tracking. You can either do one day tracking or two. Seeing as this is a



once in a lifetime experience we would recommend two days. Do note that go-
rilla tracking permits in Uganda are 500 USD per person per day and need

to be booked in advance.
Accommodation: Clouds OR Buhoma Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 12 - Drive Bwindi to Lake Mburo
Transfer by road to Lake Mburo. Drive time is approximately 5 hours. Stay here
for 2 nights.

Lake Mburo National Park is a geographical extension of the Tanzanian plains
and is home to a vast population of zebras. It is the only park in Uganda with an
impala population, the animal after which Kampala derives its hame, and is the
best place to spot African fin foots. The park’s savanna terrain is broken by scat-
tered acacia trees and includes five lakes, with the largest being Lake Mburo,
while plains wildlife includes impalas, zebras elands, reedbucks, klipspringers and
topis. With its forest ringed lake shores set among rolling hills, the park is said to
be reminiscent of Lake Naivasha in the Kenyan Rift Valley. The park is a unique
destination in Uganda, being the only place where it's possible to take ranger-led
walking safaris, while boat cruises on Lake Mburo itself offer the opportunity to
observe hippos and other wildlife along the water’s edge.

Accommodation: Mihingo Lodge OR Mantana Tented Camp

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 13 - Lake Mburo

At leisure to explore the park as you please with a guide.
Accommodation: Mihingo Lodge OR Mantana Tented Camp
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 14 - Drive Lake Mburo to Entebbe. Fly to Kidepo Valley National
Park

Transfer by road back to Entebbe. Drive time is approximately 3 and a half hours.
Once in Entebbe board a charter flight to Kidepo National Park right up in the
north eastern corner of Uganda. Stay here for 3 nights.

Kidepo Valley National Park is an extremely remote national park right up in
the northeast corner of Uganda bordering Sudan and Kenya. The landscape here
is soaring granite mountains, sweeping grasslands and drained seasonal river
beds. There is a surprising amount of game to be found here including 77 species
of mammal including elephant, lion and cheetah and 475 species of bird for those
who make the journey. The best spot to be is in the Narus Valley where Apoka
Lodge is located as during the dry season this is the only permanent water source
in the park and draws in the game from far and wide.

Accommodation: Apoka Lodge

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Day 15 & 16 - Kidepo Valley National Park
Explore this remote wilderness.
Accommodation: Apoka Lodge

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner



Day 17- Journey home

Transfer to the airstrip for your flight back to Entebbe and once there connect
onto a scheduled overnight flight to London.

Accommodation: Overnight flight

Meals: Breakfast and In Flight meals

Day 18 - Arrive back in the UK
Welcome home!
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: In flight breakfast

...Sleeping Laterally

The Boma

The Boma is Entebbe's original guest house/hotel, set in tropical gardens in a
leafy suburb, a few minutes drive from Entebbe International Airport. Intimate
and with all the charm of the original 1940s home (and all the modern comforts
you would expect), the Boma is a cosy stopover at the start of your trip or on
your way home.

A bar for guests and diners is set amongst landscaped gardens with lake views
which combine to provide a relaxed “country housei feel. The restaurant is fa-
mous for serving delicious food and there is well-stocked cellar.

The guest house consists of fifteen bedrooms, tastefully decorated with a mixture
of African and European décor that gives the charm and character of the original
1940's home. The rooms are equipped with En-suite bathroom, Satellite TV,
Safes, Wireless Internet connection and a private verandah.

Emin Pasha, Kampala

The Emin Pasha Hotel is a luxury boutique property in the heart of Kampala. Set
in two acres of landscaped gardens, part of the hotel is in a restored old colonial
house built in the 1920's, while the rest is a modern interpretation of an old-style
hotel with courtyards, open spaces, pergolas and terraces. All the rooms are indi-
vidually decorated with vibrant fabrics, deep armchairs, artwork in hardwood
frames, antique desks and natural slate bathrooms. The hotel features elegant
public areas, like the Fez Brasserie and Wine Bar. Fez Brasserie is a small restau-
rant with a varied menu offering the best of continental fusion cuisine.

Ndali Lodge

Ndali Lodge is stunningly set amidst the Bunyaruguru Crater Lake region of West-
ern Uganda, 26 km south of Fort Portal, at the centre of 1,000 acres of privately
owned fertile farmland still cultivated in a traditional style. The main thatched
lodge comprises a spacious sitting room, reception area and dining room flanked
by eight cottages, providing luxurious accommodation for up to 16 guests.

The cottages, which face west, offer panoramic views of the spectacular Moun-
tains of the Moon and were designed by Captian Mark Price. Built of local stone
and thatch, the interiors are imaginatively and comfortably furnished, where the
décor emphasis in on the use local materials. Each cottage, large enough to ac-
commodate a family, has en-suite facilities and a private verandah - perfect for
watching the sun setting behind the Rwenzori Mountains, the snow-capped peaks
of which are clearly visible on a clear day.

At night, the dining room is festooned with candles - the lodge has no electricity
or generators to destroy the tranquility and atmosphere, although there are solar
lights in the cottages. All Ndali's water comes directly from the lake, pumped up



hydraulic ram based on technology invented in the 1770s.
Laterally sleeping...

Primate Lodge
Primate Lodge Kibale is situated in the heart of Kibale Forest National Park, a lush
tropical rainforest that is home to thirteen different species of primates, including
the chimpanzee.

Privately secluded in the jungle, this exclusive eco-friendly lodge features a luxury
tented camp, comfortable forest cottages and a unique Sky Tree House for the
adventurous travellers.

The eight safari tents are raised on a wooden platform, with a private veranda
overlooking the forest. Each of them is tastefully decorated in African style, with
comfortable twin beds, large windows and en-suite bathroom.

Besidess the luxury safari tents, the lodge also features comfortable forest cot-
tages, privately situated in the forest. They have their own veranda, spacious
bedroom and en-suite bathroom.

Katara Lodge

Located just outside Uganda's renowned Queen Elizabeth National Park, Katara
Lodge is perched on the Kichwamba escarpment, formed as a result of ancient
volcanic activity. The lodge offers excellent views over the 72 craters, Lake Ed-
ward, and the Virunga and Rwenzori mountain ranges.

Katara Lodge consist of seven luxurious thatched cottages: six standard cottages
and one family cottage. Dotted along a beautiful hillside and overlooking the open
savannah, cottages are well spaced out to provide maximum privacy.

Each cottage has been hand-crafted from local materials and carved into the
hillside by the Katara village community. To maintain the rustic, elegant feel, the
cottages have wooden floors, grass thatched roofs and fold-away canvas fronts to
maximize your views.

The cottages each boast a large, open sleeping and sitting area, with a double
bed and a four poster star bed that can be wheeled out onto the veranda so you
can choose to sleep directly under the starlit African sky. The bathrooms feature
romantic roll-top baths, rain showers and solar-heated water systems.

...sleeping Laterally

Ishasha Wilderness Camp

Ishasha Wilderness Camp is situated in Queen Elizabeth National Park on the
Ntungwe River, and is an idyllic retreat for people who truly enjoy the wilderness.
It is the only exclusive camp in the Ishasha sector, allowing guests to enjoy their
game viewing without the hustle and bustle of lots of other vehicles and people.
A central dining area under canvas provides a comfortable environment for
meals. The outdoor lounge area beside the river, and evening “fireplace” venue
for guests complete the unique bush experience offered at this camp.



With only ten tents, guests are able to enjoy the feeling of exclusivity in pristine
surroundings. Each spacious tent, which overlooks the pretty Ntungwe River, has
two large beds, a shady verandah and its own en suite bathroom and dressing
area, providing hot water bush showers and an eco-friendly flush toilet.

Clouds

Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge has a beautiful position in the southern part of
Bwindi National Park. Each of the eight cottages is en-suite with a spacious bed-
room and lounge which are linked by a fireplace, ensuring the rooms are kept
warm and cosy in the cool evenings. The main lodge facilities include a library
and lounge area, a lush botanical garden and a sheltered verandah where guests
can relax with a cup of tea enjoying the views. Food is cooked using fresh local
produce and is plentiful and tasty.

The lodge is very involved with the local Nkuringo community and a development
ﬂI'J\nC: e(:jnsures that the local population directly benefits from each guests stay at
the lodge.

Laterally sleeping...

Buhoma Lodge

Buhoma Lodge, formerly The Buhoma Homestead has recently been renovated
and the new look comprises a top quality, intimate lodge. There are spectacular
and uninterrupted views of the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National Park.

One particularly good reason to stay here is that it is situated within the National
Park, less than five minutes walk from the start of the gorilla trekking point.

The eight, comfortable cottages have been carefully built, each with its own pri-
vati verandah, allowing wonderful views of the forest canopy of the National
Park.

The double storey main area looks very Thai in style; made of wood with grass
thatched roof and wraparound verandahs. There is an elevated lounge, complete
with bar and dining area, which offers a cosy, comfortable environment in which
to discuss the day’s activities. The fireplaces add atmosphere and warmth in the
cool evenings.

Mihingo Lodge
Mihingo Lodge has been built entirely using local materials, incorporating the




large rocky boulders on the site and decorated with local Ugandan artefacts. It
has been thoughtfully designed by the German owner and consists of ten luxury
tented rooms on wooden platforms covered by a thatched roof. Each room has
an ensuite bathroom with hot and cold running water, a flush loo and a veranda.
There is also a thatched dining area and an infinity swimming pool with fantastic
views over Lake Mburo National Park as well as a tennis court.

Apoka Lodge

Apoka Lodge is probably the most northerly point in Africa where you can do a
safari holiday... and quite possibly the most peaceful. It is also one of the most
under-rated game parks in Africa. All in all a superb safari experience from start
to finish. The Apoka Lodge is located in Kidepo, one of the most spectacular
parks in Uganda.

Situated on a large rocky kopje (hill), Apoka Lodgehas only 10 rooms, all built of
wood, thatch and canvas. The décor takes its cue from rock, savannah and the
natural landscape. Apoka Lodge rooms all have huge outdoor bathtubs under the
stars and private verandas overlooking a landscape dotted with giraffe, elephant,
buffalo, and zebra.






