Uruguay explored, Laterally -

Because I’ve always wanted to...

In a Nutshell...

Flights...

Day 1, - Fly from London to Buenos Aires.
Day 2, - Ferry to Colonia del Sacramento, Uruguay. Charco Hotel.
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Day 3, - Anchorena National Park bike tour. Charco Hotel.
Day 4, - Calera de las Huerfanas & Vineyard tour. Charco Hotel.
Day 5, - Drive to Montevideo. PM Walking Tour.
Alma Historica Boutique Hotel.
Day 6, - Vineyards Tour & Tastings. Drive to Pueblo Garzon.
Posada Mosaico.

Day 7, - Bike Tour to Colinas de Garzon. Posada Mosaico.
Day 8, - Drive to Jose Ignacio. Posada La Viuda de Jose Ignacio.
Day 9, - Horseback riding & Cooking workshop.
Posada La Viuda de Jose Ignacio.
Day 10, - Fly to Buenos Aires. Overnight flight to Madrid.
Day 11, - Fly to London.

Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1, - Fly from London to Buenos Aires.
Today make your way to the airport in time for your flight to London. On arrival
at London Heathrow connect with your overnight flight to Buenos Aires.
Accommodation: Overnight flight.
Meals: In flight meals.
Day 2, - Ferry to Colonia del Sacramento, Uruguay.
Upon arrival at Buenos Aires international airport you will be welcomed by a laterallife representative and transferred to the Buquebus ferry terminal where you’ll
board a fast-ferry (around 1 hour) to Colonia del Sacramento in Uruguay (tickets
included). On arrival in Colonia you will be transferred to your hotel in the historic
centre of the city.
Colonia del Sacramento is now a UNESCO World Heritage site and Uruguay’s oldest city, settled by the Portuguese in 1680 who then fought the Spanish for dominion for nearly a century. Stroll Portuguese and Spanish colonial streets in the
Barrio Historico; remarkably preserved Portuguese homes - painted pink and yellow with white lace curtains - sit beside Spanish colonial structures.
Though it is the second smallest country in South America, Uruguay makes a big
impression. The population is mostly of European decent and they have a very
high standard of living. In fact Uruguay hosts the best medical care system in
South America and has become a model for other developing countries in the
region. This is a land of dusty colonial towns and sparkling beach resorts, of
rough-and-ready gauchos and subtle artists and festive plazas. Uruguay is a place
where soccer (fútbol) is worshipped without reserve, where the sun shines brightly and the air stays warm, where few question the dignity of their homeland. And
despite the economic troubles of recent years, Uruguay remains a proud and
peaceful nation.
Accommodation: Charco Hotel.
Meals: None.
Day 3, - Anchorena National Park bike tour.
After breakfast, meet your guide and prepare yourself for an easy bike ride towards Estancia Anchorena National Park. The cycling is around 90 minutes to
reach the park of the Uruguayan presidential summer residence at Anchorena,
located on the banks of the River Plate in between Colonia del Sacramento and
Carmelo. The Estancia Anchorena was founded and shaped by Aaron de Anchorena, an Argentinean who fell in love with the area during a hot air balloon flight
across the River Plate in 1907. Subsequently he bought the grounds and constructed a beautiful house and designed the park, filling it with plants and animals
from all over Uruguay and other parts of the world. Nowadays, you can find over
200 species of trees and bushes and more than 60 species of eucalyptus. Observe a variety of animals, among them more than 75 species of birds and also
the most famous inhabitant of the park: the axis deer, which Anchorena brought
from India to Uruguay in 1920. Wander around the park with several stops to
admire the variety of fauna, flora and the beautiful views across the River Plate.
To end your visit, enjoy a picnic lunch in the grounds before returning by car (or
bike) to Colonia.

Important Note: The main mansion of the establishment is the presidential holiday residence and is used as a place for meetings by the Uruguayan president. In
case the government uses the Anchorena Residence, the public will not be admitted and this excursions will be changed.
At the end of your visit, cycle back to your hotel where your rental car will be delivered at 6.00pm.
Rental Car Details:
Mariño Sport - E-Hyundai Accent or similar
Pick up: 18:00 Charco Hotel
Drop Off: Airport PDP
N° Pax: 2 Adults

Notes:
•
Rates include unlimited mileage, extra driver, 24 hour assistance and 22%
VAT tax
•
Rates include CDW (Third party coverage) and THW (Theft Waiver) insurances
•
Car rental office hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM and Saturdays from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
•
One day of car rental = 24hs; the company gives an hour of tolerance, after that one day of car rental will be charged directly to the pax.
•
Cars are usually delivered with very little fuel so you can also return the car
empty - this is to avoid extra costs for fuel recharge
•
In case you did not choose the option of full insurance (no deductible), a
deductible of U$S 1200 will apply
•
Warranty of GPS: USD 600
Accommodation: Charco Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast & Picnic Lunch.
Day 4, - Calera de las Huerfanas & Vineyard tour.
After breakfast drive towards the area of Carmelo for a guided tour of La Calera
de las Huerfanas Jesuit Ruins, where the Uruguayan history of wine began and
where you can still see the Zubizarreta vineyards in the same location where the
first vines were planted.

In the XVIII century the Jesuits established themselves in the north of Colonia
Province where they continued their mission and built the national monument “La
Calera de las Huerfanas”. This chapel was located inside the extensive land of an
estancia where they planted fruit trees, bred cattle and produced lime. Indians,
slaves and priests would gather here but after the Jesuits were expelled by the
Spanish crown, Don Juan de San Martín took the administration of the estancia
and found 1500 stocks of grapevine thus founding Uruguay’s new wine industry.
Note: Your guide will drive the rental car today as there is a zero tolerance alcohol limit if stopped by the Police. This way you can enjoy a drink!
Continue towards Finca Narbona Wine Lodge for a picnic lunch. Finca Narbona
is a boutique wine lodge with a rustic charm. The old building itself is a National

Historic Monument housing a winery, a Chapel and a white-painted farm building.
Estancia Narbona was founded in 1740 in the outskirts of Carmelo. You will have
time to explore the Estancia and sample the local wines. Carmelo’s microclimate
is created by two great masses of fresh water that come from the Uruguay and
Parana Rivers that together form the great estuary of the River Plate and this is
particularly beneficial to the growth of the local grape.
Accommodation: Charco Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast & Picnic Lunch.
Day 5, - Drive to Montevideo. PM Walking Tour.
After breakfast drive approximately 2 hours to Montevideo, the cultural heartland
of Uruguay, a vibrant city where you can discover the bold accomplishments of
Uruguay music, art, and literature. Outside the capital, pastureland and rolling
hills draw your attention to a softer, quieter life.
On arrival check in at Alma Historica Boutique hotel for your overnight stay.
Your private guide will accompany you on a walking tour of old Montevideo. Start
at the former town gate located on Independence Square. Learn a little about the
history of the adjacent buildings, including the historic Palacio Salvo, the president’s office and the mausoleum of national hero José Artigas. Afterwards, dive
into the historic centre, where you will stroll along Sarandi pedestrian area, and
quickly arrive to the Matriz Square, where the Cathedral of Montevideo and the
town´s Cabildo are located. Continue on foot until arriving at the Port Market,
which is nowadays a vibrant market hall, with a huge variety of restaurants and
typical Asado Grills. A perfect spot to enjoy lunch (not included). On your way
you have the option to visit two museums which will be chosen according to your
interests (please communicate them in advance) and opening hours: The Torres
Garcia Museum and the Gurvich Museum, mainly dedicated to their eponymous
artists; the MAPI – Museum of Pre-Columbian and Indigenous Art and the Carnival Museum. Please note, that the tour may also take place starting at the Port
Market.
Accommodation: Alma Historica Boutique Hotel.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 6, - Vineyards & Tastings. Transfer to Pueblo Garzon.
Today you will be met at your hotel by your driver guide who will drive the car
during your for a visit to two vineyards in the region of Montevideo, where you
will also enjoy tastings. The country´s wine heritage goes back to the first Spanish and Italian immigrants who brought the grapevine over some 250 years ago
and today wine is part of Uruguayan culture. This tour will give you further insight into the development of wine in Uruguay while visiting two Bodegas, Bouza
and Juanico, in the surroundings of Montevideo. (Wine tastings included).
Later, transfer to Pueblo Garzon, a small, picturesque village just 30 minutes from
Jose Ignacio, where time seems to have stood still. Stroll around the central
square, where everyone knows everyone and gathers for a chat. This afternoon is
at your leisure in Pueblo Garzon, where you will spend the night in Posada Mosaico, one of the small, charming posadas in town.
Accommodation: Posada Mosaico.
Meals: Breakfast.

Day 7, - Bike Tour to Colinas de Garzon.
After breakfast you will be taken out for a bike tour to Colinas de Garzon and
visit the Olive Oil Boutique Plant, where a tasting and explanation of the production process is given by one of the local workers.
Drive through the Uruguayan countryside to Garzón town where you will start
your bike tour. Many of the Uruguayan roads are unpaved and the countryside is
quiet and untouched by heavy traffic, spared from the heavy growth of other
places in South America. When you reach Garzón, take in this picturesque Uruguayan town where renowned Argentine chef Francis Mallman has established
one of his famous restaurants. Begin the 21-mile bike ride from the town of
Garzón and cycle along the country roads while enjoying the vistas of the rolling
green hills and expansive ranchland. Top-of-the-line bikes, equipment and expert
guides will be provided as well as a back-up vehicle should you tire of the cycling.
Along the way, stop at the Colinas de Garzón (45 minutes – 1 hour), an olive oil
plantation, for a visit and tour. Colinas de Garzón is one of Uruguay’s fine estates
producing high quality olive oil and wine. Meet the estate’s host who will explain
the production process and sample the different varieties of olive oil and wine
that the estate produces. Later, cycle back to the Posada and spend the rest of
the day at your leisure.
Accommodation: Posada Mosaico.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 8, - Drive to Jose Ignacio.
Today drive to Jose Ignacio for your 2 night stay at Posada La Viuda de Jose Ignacio. The secret is out and Jose Ignacio is now the place to stay for an exclusive
retreat from the more built-up areas of Punta del Este. The vibe here is low-rise
and low-key and visitors will be charmed by the village-like feel of the town combined with empty golden beaches and intimate restaurants. Head to Playa Mansa
to the west of the peninsula for marvelling at evening sunsets, whereas to the
east Playa Brava has stronger surf and is popular with water-sport enthusiasts.
Facilities and activities from Estancia Vik are also available to guests at Playa Vik
including a driving range, tennis courts, polo court, canoeing, horseback riding
and mountain biking.
Dinner is suggested in the restaurant that made the list of 50 best restaurants in
Latin America of 2014: La Huella – located directly on the beach. It will delight
you with exquisite food and a beautiful view over the bay.
Accommodation: Posada La Viuda de Jose Ignacio.
Meals: Breakfast.
Day 9, - Horseback riding & Cooking workshop.
A gentle horseback riding activity is included today to La Lengueta Lagoon. Today’s ride takes you along a trail overlooking the shores of the Anastasio Lagoon
and onto the Atlantic coast of Jose Ignacio. Start at the cosy horse barn where
your host will introduce you to your horse and help you choose a suitable steed.
Riding on horseback brings you closer to the local environment as its movement
doesn’t disturb the nature and birdlife around you. There is a good chance of seeing a great variety of birdlife, armadillo, capybara, fox and even deer that live
around the native forests of the area. Ride cross country from one estancia to the

other along private trails which belong to the estancias that face the lagoon.
You then leave behind the lovely landscapes of the lagoon to ride along internal
trails and sand dunes down to the coast where you will ride along the coast following the rhythm of the waves towards the Garzón Lagoon where you unsaddle
and have the opportunity to experience swimming with your horse.
Later in the morning enjoy a cooking workshop with a local chef followed by
lunch. Continue to Laguna Garzon, where canoes will be waiting for you to cross
to Anastasio Lagoon and to the Lagoon Shack, a lovely area where you join the
local chef Isidro Arocena in the art of Uruguayan cooking.
Accommodation: Posada La Viuda de Jose Ignacio, Sea View Suite.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch.

Day 10, - Fly to Buenos Aires. Overnight flight to Madrid.
Today drive to Punta del Este airport, drop off your rental car and fly to Buenos
Aires domestic terminal. On arrival you will be transferred to the International
Airport to connect with your overnight flight to Madrid.
Accommodation: Overnight flight.
Meals: Breakfast & In-flight meals.
Day 11, - Fly to London.
Accommodation: None.
Meals: In-flight meals.
-----

Laterally sleeping...
Charco Hotel, Colonia del Sacramento
Situated in a fabulous location on the banks of the Rio de la Plata is small, elegant and
beautiful Posada El Charco. Guests benefit from river views from the well-maintained
garden and from some of the bedrooms. Each of the rooms within this delightful colonial building is spacious and well-furnished, and comes with a full range of modern
creature comforts, including an iPod docking station. The hotel has only seven rooms,
known as “White Rooms” and each has been individually designed. For dining, Charco
Hotel has a small bistro with wonderful meals that are made only from the freshest
ingredients.
http://charcohotel.com/
Alma Historica, Montevideo
Alma Historica Boutique Hotel is the brainchild of a group of people who are passionate about culture, hospitality and good service. Located in the in the heart of Montevideo’s Ciudad Vieja, this fifteen-room hotel provides something of an introduction to
Uruguay’s history and culture. Each of the rooms is individually decorated, inspired by
the story of a famous Uruguayan, from musicians, poets, and painters to theatre actresses and athletes. The look is old-world with a modern twist.
www.almahistoricahotel.com/en/

Posada Mosaico, Paraje Garzon
This delightful property is in a wonderful natural setting with terrific views of a lake
and olive groves. The posada offers 9 guest accommodations, each one is decorated
in its own individual style but many of their great features are the same, such as wide
large door windows and private terraces. The beautifully furnished dining area serves
a tasty selection of home cooked meals including pasta dishes and plates featuring
prime cuts of Uruguayan beef. The posada’s cool ambience and relaxed vibe are
among its most wonderful features and the service is always friendly and highly attentive.
http://mosaico.uy/
Posada La Viuda de Jose Ignacio
La Viuda de Jose Ignacio is located in the new area of Arenas de Jose Ignacio, an oasis full of calmness, only 5 minutes away from the relaxed village of Jose Ignacio. The
small “posada” is just 200 metres away from the beach, on a quiet street and in front
of the forest. Every room at La Viuda de Jose Ignacio has either a large Jacuzzi or a
small outdoor private pool and a lovely view to the sea or forest that can be enjoyed
either from a balcony or terrace. The garden has a wooden deck and outdoor swimming pool to rest before or after the beach.
www.laviudadejoseignacio.com

