
Vietnam explored, Laterally 

 

Because I’ve always wanted to... 



Journey key 
 
 = One way flight 

= Drive 



Flights... 
 

 
 
 

 

In a Nutshell... 
 
 
Day 1 - Arrive to Hanoi & check into Sofitel Legend Metropole  

Day 2 - Sofitel Legend Metropole - Explore Hanoi  

Day 3 - Sofitel Legend Metropole - Street Eats in Hanoi 

Day 4 - Sofitel Legend Metropole - Hanoi After Dark Experience 

Day 5 - To Hue & transfer to La Residence Hue & Spa.  

Day 6 - La Residence Hue & Spa - Discover Hue  

Day 7 - Travel to Hoi An & transfer to Victoria Hoi An Resort 

Day 8 - Anantara Hoi An Resort - Countryside by Vespa 

Day 9 - Anantara Hoi An Resort - Cooking Class 

Day 10 - Anantara Hoi An Resort - At leisure 

Day 11 - Fly to Hanoi and then departure 

 
 
 
 

Date Airline & 
Flight 

Number 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

Day 1 TBC LON TBC Hanoi TBC TBC 

Day 5 TBC Hanoi TBC Hue TBC TBC 

Day 11  TBC Hoi An TBC Hanoi TBC TBC 

Day 11 TBC Hanoi TBC LON TBC TBC 



Your Sample Itinerary... 

 
Day 1 - Arrive to Hanoi  
Welcome to Hanoi!  
 
Our local representatives will be at the airport to greet you directly when you dis-
embark. They will assist your through customs and immigration with priority with 
your luggage pick up. You will then be transferred to your hotel. 
 
Check in policy: 14.00hrs. Early check in is subject to availability and at sur-
charge. 
 
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole, 1 Grand Luxury room 
Meals: None 
 
Day 2 - Explore Hanoi  
 
This afternoon explore Hanoi. With ochre-coloured colonial buildings, tree-lined 
boulevards and scenic lakes, Hanoi is full of charm. Visit the lotus-like shaped 
One Pillar Pagoda –resting on a single stone pillar emerging from the water. In-
side is a statue of the Goddess of Mercy with its legendary “thousand arms and 
thousand eyes”.  You will also be visiting the Museum of Ethnology today. 
 
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole, 1 Grand Luxury room 
Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 3 - Street Eats in Hanoi 
Breakfast at hotel. 
 
After breakfast you will be driven to the old quarter of Hanoi. The old quarter 
formed the core of the legendary “Hanoi of 36 guild streets” where goods and 
crafts were traded in specialized streets by traders and craftsmen coming from 
clans and villages all over the country. In the course of their migration to the city 
they brought along their culture, habits and local delicacies that were gradually 
adopted in the Hanoians’ way of life. So, it is here that the street food scene is 
overwhelming and should not be missed. 
 
Your street eat venture today is designed by Tracey Lister, a celebrity chef and 
food writer, co-author of KOTO – Culinary Journey Through Vietnam. You will 
visit at least four eateries and taste their delicacies among which are Pho – the 
beef or chicken noodle soup which is the number one choice for breakfast of Ha-
noians, Banh Cuon (Steam rice pancake), Bun Cha (Grilled pork patties and pork 





belly with sticky rice noodles), Banh Tom (Prawn cake) and a choice of local 
sweets or a fruit cup. 
 
During the tour you will also visit Chau Long market and a part of Dong Xuan 
market to learn about the diversity of ingredients and to witness how trading un-
folds in the city. Your chef and guide will also share some of their favourite eating 
and shopping secrets in Ha Noi for you to explore as you wish. 
 
After lunch wind your way to the Temple of Literature, the first University for the 
sons of mandarins, for an overview of Hanoi culture and ancient Vietnamese ar-
chitecture. Continue the city exploration with ONE of the following museums: Fine 
Arts Museum or Hoa Loa Prision Museum. 
 
Enjoy a leisurely one-hour cyclo tour through Hanoi. Visit the beautiful Hoan Kiem 
Lake and Ngoc Son Temple. Hoan Kiem Lake was already considered the most 
beautiful lake in Hanoi when Ngoc Son Temple was built on an island in the 19th 
century. Initially, the temple was called Ngoc Son Pagoda and was later renamed 
Ngoc Son Temple, since temples are dedicated to saints. Saint Van Xuong, con-
sidered to be one of the brightest stars in Vietnam's literary and intellectual cir-
cles, was worshipped there along with other National heroes.  
 
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole, 1 Grand Luxury room 
Meals: Breakfast & street food lunch 
  
Day 4 - Hanoi After Dark Experience 
This morning visit Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum and his cottage house. This marble 
monument stands in the centre of Hanoi and honours the former president who 
led the country to independence and reunification. If you are lucky enough, you 
may see the guards changing place outside the mausoleum.  
 
Please note: Shorts, tank tops and hats are not permitted.  Whilst inside, visitors 
must not talk, put their hands in their pockets or take photographs as it is viewed 
as being disrespectful to Ho Chi Minh.  
 
Have a late afternoon orientation tour of Hanoi before the night excursion of Ha-
noi experience after dark (with English speaking guide). 
 
Collection at your hotel at 18:00 hrs followed by a full safety briefing at the meet-
ing point. 
 
Drive around Hanoi’s Old Quarter and Hoan Kiem Lake and be amazed at the live-
ly small alleys that are not even noticeable during the day. Take short stops for 
photos and learn about the history of the Old Quarter. 



Temple of Literature, Hanoi 



 
Ride around the city outside of the Old Quarter, where most tourists would not 
go, past some of the majestic historical buildings before a stop to sip a cup of tea 
with some Vietnamese snacks. Continue driving past the Red River and the his-
torical Long Bien Bridge to see the night life outside Hanoi’s Old Quarter. 
 
Have dinner at an authentic Vietnamese Restaurant with simple but freshly pre-
pared dishes which can cater for every taste.  
 
Travel down historical streets and enjoy a Vietnamese traditional sweet dessert 
before heading back to your hotel. 
 
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole, 1 Grand Luxury room 
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner 
 
Day 5 - To Hue  
After breakfast, transfer to Noi Bai airport your flight to Hue. 
 
Upon arrival, meet with your local guide and transfer to your hotel in Hue. 
 
Check in policy: 14.00hrs. Early check in is subject to availability and at sur-
charge. 
 
Accommodation: La Residence Hue & Spa, 1 Deluxe River View Room  
Meals: Breakfast 
  
Day 6 - Discover Hue  
Enjoy a scenic boat trip on the Perfume River to Thien Mu Pagoda, one of the 
oldest ancient architectural structures for religious worship in Hue.  
 
Visit the Hue Citadel. The Hue Citadel is situated on the Northern bank of the Per-
fume River and built by Emperor Gia Long it was designed for the exclusive use 
of the Emperor and his household. The Citadel is a square 2 km wall  encompass-
ing 3 walled enclosures; the Citadel, Kinh Thanh Hue, the Yellow  Imperial city, 
Hoang Thanh and in the centre the Forbidden Purple city Tu Cam Thanh where 
the Emperor lived. The Hue royal complex has been officially recognized by the 
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. 
Continue your tour with a visit to Tu Duc and Khai Dinh Royal Tombs, considered 
to be two of the three most beautiful mausoleums around Hue. Construction of 
the tombs was meticulously carried out starting whilst the king was still alive in 
order to ensure his comfort in the next life. Most of the tombs have courtyards, a 
temple for worship, statues of elephants and a pond, but their layout is different 
as it reflects each king's personality and style. 
 

Thien Mu Pagoda 



Accommodation: La Residence Hue & Spa, 1 Deluxe River View Room  
Meals: Breakfast & lunch 
  
Day 7 - Travel to Hoi An  
After breakfast you will be collected from your hotel and transferred to Hoi An, 
approx. 4 hours.  You will travel over the Hai Van pass, stop in Danang for a visit 
to the Cham Museum and handicraft villages on the foot of Marble Mountain be-
fore arriving in Hoi An.   
 
Enjoy a traditional Vietnamese lunch at local restaurant at around 13:00 hrs. 
 
After lunch you will visit My Son Archaeological complex. My Son is located 69 
kilometres southwest of Danang and was the imperial city during the Cham dyn-
asties of the 4th and 12th centuries. You’ll begin your visit with the fascinating My 
Son Sanctuary, a cluster of crumbling yet charming Hindu temples. This large 
complex of ancient religious relics comprises more than 70 architectural works. 
The sanctuary complex includes a series of temples and towers that connect to 
each other with complicated red brick designs. The main focal point of the Cham 
architectural design is the tower, built to reflect the divinity of the king. The tow-
er temples were built continuously over a period of 1000 years.  
 
On the way to your hotel you’ll stop for a short visit to the Sa Huynh Champa 
Culture Museum in Tra Kieu.  
 
Once in Hoi An, check into your hotel and spend the rest of the day at your lei-
sure. 
 
Accommodation: Anantara Hoi An Resort, 1 Deluxe River View Suite  
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch at local restaurant 
 
Day 8 - Countryside by Vespa 
After breakfast set off for your Hoi An Countryside & Islands exploration by Ves-
pa.  
 
Setting off from Café Zoom in Hoi An ride over the bridge to Cam Kim island and 
along the riverside into the beautiful rural countryside. First stops include an An-
cestral House and a traditional boat builders yard before setting off to explore the 
sleepy island villages. Zig-zag through the breath-taking scenery of rice paddies & 
farmland and enjoy the cooling breeze.  
Next, learn from friendly local families the art of mat weaving, farming, and how 
to make (and eat) the perfect Banh Dap rice crackers. Meeting local families is a 
must-do to see the real way of life in Vietnam. 
 





After snacking on rice crackers, visit a local café to fuel up on local drip-coffee & 
learn the art of coffee roasting. Then gear up for an adrenalin pumping 300-
meter bamboo bridge river crossing. Then make your way to the coast at the Thu 
Bon river mouth, along roads lined with Casuarina Pine & Cashew Nut Trees. Fi-
nally, it’s up high and over the new bridge offering spectacular panoramic views 
of Hoi An, which takes you to the water coconut palm fringed Cam Thanh and 
then on to a local lunch in a restaurant at a picturesque location (seasonal) . This 
countryside tour of Hoi An then concludes being dropped back at your hotel.  
 
Rest of the day is free at leisure. 
 
Accommodation: Anantara Hoi An Resort, 1 Deluxe River View Suite  
Meals: Breakfast & lunch 
 
Day 9 - Hoi An Cooking Class 
Drive to Hai Scout Café in Hoi An town for a welcome drink. Visit Hoi An’s colour-
ful market and experience the amazing sights, sounds and aromas of this busy 
market. Take the opportunity to interact with the local sellers and learn about all 
the ingredients to be used in the cooking lesson later. 
  
Board the Red Bridge boat for a leisurely cruise (25 minutes) along Hoi An River 
to the Red Bridge Cooking School. This is a chance to view local river life, so 
make sure your camera is ready. 
 
On arrival, explore the cooking school’s herb garden, before learning about some 
of Hoi An’s and Vietnam’s well-known dishes. The cooking lesson runs for about 2 
hours. The Red Bridge chefs first demonstrate each dish before you prepare the 
same dish yourself. Included in the class is a brief introduction to Vietnamese 
food carving (plate decoration). After the lesson, you may indulge in your cooking 
results. 
 
Accommodation: Anantara Hoi An Resort, 1 Deluxe River View Suite  
Meals: Breakfast & lunch at cooking class 
 
Day 10 - At leisure 
Today is at your leisure. 
 
Accommodation: Anantara Hoi An Resort, 1 Deluxe River View Suite  
Meals: Breakfast  
 
Day 11 - Fly to Hanoi and then departure 
Transfer to Danang airport for the departure flight to Hanoi. 
 
Upon arrival, transfer to hotel in Hanoi. 



Hoi An 



 
In the evening you will be driven to the airport in good time for your overnight 
homebound flight. 
 
Accommodation: Sofitel Legend Metropole (day use only), 1 Grand Luxury  
Meals: Breakfast 
 
 
 

 
- - - - -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Laterally sleeping... 

Sofitel Legend Metropole, Hanoi 
The Metropole is an award-winning French colonial-style hotel positioned in the heart 
of Hanoi. The hotel was the first Sofitel Legend property in the world and offers 364 
rooms and suites, complimented by a choice of three restaurants (French cuisine at Le 
Beaulieu, Vietnamese specialities at Spice Garden and authentic Italian food at Ange-
lina), three bars including the recently refurbished Bamboo Bar, a swimming pool, 
health club and luxurious Le Spa du Metropole.  
 
www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-1555-sofitel-legend-metropole-hanoi/index.shtml  

 

La Residence Hue & Spa 
La Résidence Hue Hotel & Spa is set on the banks of the Perfume River, overlooking 
the former Imperial Citadel – once home to Emperors and now preserved as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. This former residence of the French Colonial Governor 
was restored in 2005 and redeveloped as a luxurious hotel. The hotel’s distinctive 
bowed façade, long horizontal lines and nautical flourishes are hallmarks of the 1920’s 
Streamline Moderne school of Art Deco architecture.  
The Superior River View rooms feature Art-Deco furnishing, dark hard wood and 
French colonial tile designs. Enjoy the private balcony, satellite connectivity & flat 
screen TV, personal in-room amenities and free Wifi internet.  
 
www.la-residence-hue.com  

 

 
 
 
Anantara Resort Hoi An  
Experience an idyllic blend of riverside relaxation and Anantara luxury, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site on your doorstep, and beautiful beach life just a short bicycle or 
boat ride away.   
 
Scenically positioned on the banks of the Thu Bon River, Anantara Hoi An Resort is a 
charming retreat in the historic port town of Hoi An. Designed with French, Dutch, 
Chinese and Japanese influences that reveal Hoi An’s fascinating cultural diversity, 
split level rooms and suites open onto porches with comfortable daybeds, overlooking 
the river or a garden courtyard.  
 
Delve into Vietnamese culture with language, lantern making and cookery classes. 
Savour authentic local dishes and popular world flavours in elegant and casual set-
tings beside the river. Meet up at the heritage inspired wine bar for an atmospheric 
view of Hoi An’s street life. Or laze by the pool over an exotic cocktail. 
 
www.hoi-an.anantara.com 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-1555-sofitel-legend-metropole-hanoi/index.shtml
http://www.la-residence-hue.com/

