- Tim Bennett - China explored, Laterally Svalbard explored, laterally

Because I’ve always wanted to...

In a Nutshell...
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Your Sample Itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly from the UK to Norway
Today you are welcomed by your guide in Longyearbyen and after lunch in town,
at 17:00 they will assist with your open boat transfer to Isfjord Radio.
The evening is spent relaxing and enjoying the “Arctic Spa”.
When you are staying right by Isfjorden you should seize the chance to take a
refreshing bath in the arctic water. After cooling down in the fjord you may warm
up again in the arctic sauna. This combination of adrenaline and relief is the core
idea of the Arctic Spa. Kokeriet - “The Cookery”, as the sauna is named, features
a wall-to-wall window allowing you to enjoy the stunning scenery and exciting
wildlife outside while comfortably laying on the hot wooden benches. The sauna
is also mobile, to ensure the best views during all seasons.
While you are staying at Isfjord Radio Adventure Hotel it is not permitted to move
outside without a guide in case of polar bears. However, your guide will be happy
to guard and guide you should wish to do some of the above activities.
Accommodation: Isfjord Radio Hotel
Meals: All
Day 2 - Full day excursion at Isfjord Radio
Depending on the weather conditions you may go for a variety of walks and hikes
in the area. You might hike to Lake Linné which is located approximately 3 miles
from Isfjord Radio Hotel. At the lake, if it is not still iced over, you may take canoes to explore this beautiful part of Nordenskiøld Land from the water. Otherwise, you can hike around the lake where you may spot the Svalbard Rock Ptarmigan or the Arctic Fox in their winter coats.
You could also visit a walrus colony, which would be a different one to the one
you visited from S/V Linden.
The experience will vary but will always include local knowledge of the life of a
trapper on Svalbard, flora and fauna, geology, birdlife/birdwatching, wildlife such
as seals, whales and walruses. You may even get a glimpse of the King or Queen
of the Arctic on its endless journey – the Polar bear.

Accommodation: Isfjord Radio Hotel
Meals: All
Day 3 - More excursions and transfer back to Longyearbyen
After a full morning excursion, you will be brought in an open rib-style boat from
Isfjord Radio Adventure Hotel and back to Longyearbyen and Basecamp Hotel.
Before you set off, you will be given some brief instructions and dressed in rescue
suits. These suits will keep you dry and warm on your journey back to civilization.
You will travel back to Longyearben via Grønfjorden and the Russian settlement
Barentsburg. This is a mining settlement with approximately 350 residents, and is
fascinating to visit. After enjoying a tour of the town you will enjoy a light lunch
in the brewery (there are alternatives). Afterwards, you will head to Longyearbyen and check in at Basecamp hotel.
To experience the magnificent arctic in an open boat will be the perfect final
touch to your arctic adventure.
Accommodation: Basecamp Hotel, 2 x double rooms, 2 x single rooms
Meals: All

Day 4 - Dog sledding on wheels & fly home
After a final activity in the morning, you are transferred to the airport in time for
your homebound SAS flight at 14:45.
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch

Laterally sleeping...
Isfjord Radio Adventure Hotel
This 1933 built solitude outpost for radio operators doesn’t look like much from the outside. As you enter, though, you’ll discover a different world. The contrast between the
surrounding rough coastal landscape and the modern luxury hotel inside is a sight to behold. It is easy to forget where you are, but a quick dip in the Arctic Ocean will bring you
back.
Just like the original residents of the outpost, decades ago, you’ll gather around the table
for dinner prepared in Isfjord Radio’s modern kitchen by our top chefs to a standard that
would please even the toughest food critic.
Later in the evening, as you lay on your bed surrounded by the Arctic silence, you realize
that it has been one of the best days of your life.
Far away from the civilization in Longyearbyen you will discover a history, biological diversity and geological conditions which make Isfjord Radio a fascinating place to visit. This
1933 solitary outpost built for radio operators doesn't look like much from the outside. As
you enter though, you'll discover a different world. The contrast between the surrounding
rough coastal landscape and the modern hotel inside is a sight to behold. It is easy to
forget where you are, but a quick dip in the Arctic Ocean will bring you back.
www.basecampexplorer.com/spitsbergen/hotels/hotel-isfjord-radio

...sleeping Laterally
Basecamp Hotel, Longyearbyen
Basecamp Hotel is the perfect place to let your Svarlbad experience sink in.
This is a unique accommodation situated in the heart of this charming town. The hotel is decorated in traditional trapper’s style with driftwood, sealskins, pictures and
objects that illustrate the past and current trappers’ life in the Arctic. Keeping true to
the style of the trappers there are no televisions in the rooms, but you are more than
welcome to borrow some books from the lobby, and just enjoy the arctic atmosphere
in your room.
Basecamp Hotel has 16 rooms and there are no two rooms like each other, but the
room standard is similar for all rooms.
www.basecampexplorer.com/spitsbergen/hotels/basecamp-hotel

