Mozambique explored, Laterally

Because I’ve always wanted to...

= One way
= Return flight
= Boat

= One way
= Return flight
= Boat

In a Nutshell...

Flights...

Day 1, Fly to Johannesburg
Day 2, Arrive in Johannesburg & transfer to Pemba and light aircraft to Ibo.

Date

Ibo Island Lodge
Day 3, Explore Ibo - Ibo Island Lodge
Day 4, Ibo Island at leisure. Ibo Island Lodge
Day 5, Explore the wider Quirimbas Archipelago on safari. Dhow Safari
Day 6, Arrive on Quilalea Island & transfer to Azura Quilalea
Day 7, Quilalea at leisure. Azura Quilalea
Day 8, Quilalea at leisure. Azura Quilalea
Day 9, Quilalea at leisure. Azura Quilalea
Day 10, Quilalea at leisure. Azura Quilalea
Day 11, Quilalea at leisure. Azura Quilalea
Day 12, Homeward bound
Day 13, Welcome home!
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Your Proposed Itinerary...
Day 1, Overnight Flight to Johannesburg
Today make your way to the airport to board your overnight flight to Johannesburg.
Accommodation: Overnight flight.
Meals: In-flight meals.
Day 2, Arrive in Mozambique & transfer to Ibo Island Lodge
Once you have arrived in Johannesburg catch your connecting flight to Pemba.
You will need to collect and re-check your luggage as British Airways and South
African Airways are not affiliated.
On arrival in Pemba you will be met and escorted to a light aircraft to make the
short hop (approx. 15 mins) to Ibo Island. Make sure you have your camera
handy as this might as well be a scenic flight over the beautiful Quirimbas archipelago.
On arrival on Ibo you will be met and driven 10 minutes to Ibo Island Lodge
where you stay for the next 3 nights.
The Quirimbas - The idyllic islands that comprise the Quirimbas Archipelago
stretch for 250 km along the northern Mozambican coastline, from the historic
port of Pemba in the south to the town of Palma in the north.
With its 27 islands virtually untouched and unexplored, the archipelago represents one of the few tropical island destinations in the world still untainted by
man's influence. The 1500 square kilometre Quirimbas National Park provides
sanctuary for the remarkable flora and fauna residing in this marine area. Feeding
and nesting grounds for sea turtles, dugongs, dolphins, sharks and whales are
protected here, as is a vast expanse of tropical forest. Included within the park
are 11 unspoilt coral islands, which are strung along the coastline. These coral
atolls boast vertical drop-offs of up to 400 meters, abundant with coral-covered
caves and tropical fish, ranging from Gobies to mammoth Napoleon Wrasse, as
well as game fish such as Kingfish and Spanish Mackerel.
Accommodation: Ibo Island Lodge
Meals: Dinner
Day 3, Explore Ibo at Leisure
This morning we recommend you join a walking guided tour of the island and
learn about its history, visit the fort and don’t miss out on seeing the silversmiths
at work creating the delicate jewellery for which this island is known.
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View of Ibo Island Lodge from Dhow

Ibo Island Lodge Swimming Pool

Ibo Island, with its coral reefs, mangroves and magnificent old fortresses, has a
fascinating and disturbing history. With its prime location off the East African
coast, the island became a significant trading post for gold, ivory and later slaves
between the 16th and 19th centuries. Today visitors can visit relics from the slave
trade and watch silversmiths hand-fashion intricate silver jewellery as they have
for generations.
Accommodation: Ibo Island Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch and dinner
Day 4, Ibo Island at leisure
Today is completely at your leisure to explore the island at your pace, enjoy the
activities on offer or simply relax on the beach.
Accommodation: Ibo Island Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch and dinner
Day 5, Explore the wider Quirimbas Archipelago on Safari
This morning board a traditional dhow boat and set sail. Spend the day exploring
this stunning marine reserve.

Spend tonight camping on Mogundula Island in the Quirimbas Archipelago. An
experienced proguide and crew accompany you on your adventure.
Sea kayak or sail up wide coastal river mouths teeming with red listed bird species and pristine mangrove forests. Snorkel off deserted white sandbanks and
into the turquoise sea, and sleep in mobile fly camps on uninhabited tropical islands. Meet local fisherman, explore coconut plantations and see incredible varied
marine life on coral reefs. Depending on the time of year you visit this is a breeding ground for turtles, dolphins and humpback whales!
Accommodation: Dhow Safari
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Day 6, Arrive on Quilalea Island & transfer to Azura Quilalea
This morning your crew will pack up camp while you enjoy a morning swim or
snorkel and then you set sail for Quilalea Island.
On arrival wade from the dhow onto the beach where you will be met by the Quilalea team and welcomed onto the island. Spend the next 6 nights here at Azura
Quilalea – the only lodge on this beautiful island!

Dhow Safari

Dinner on the beach

Bar at Quilalea

View from a Villa

Fishing

Sunset view from the bar

NB: This is a private island with only 9 rooms, there are 4 ‘Kusi’ villas which are
on the sunset view side of the Island, 4 ‘Kaskazi’ villas which are on the sunrise
side of the island and Villa Quilalea which is the stunning private suite.
Accommodation: Azura Quilalea
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Day 7-11, Quilalea at leisure
Spend the next days at your leisure, relaxing and enjoying the activities here.
The food at Azura at Quilalea is excellent; surf-fresh fish, exquisite salads, freshly
-baked bread, sometimes on the beach under the stars, in the evening. The lodge
also holds a barbecue evening regularly. Part of the renovation of the island was
the addition of a wine cellar (stocked with wine from Azura’s own vineyards) as
well as a spa perched on the edge of the cliff, and a new water-sports centre.
The diving and snorkelling at Quilalea has always been excellent, and it’s one of
the few places in this area with great snorkelling right from the beach. There are
kayaks and dhows to potter about on the water with, deep sea fishing and trips
to explore the island and the village. A fun thing to try is the night snorkelling
with a guide and underwater flashlights. Just off the beach there is all sorts to
see.
Accommodation: Azura Quilalea
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Day 12, Homeward bound
After a final morning relaxing on the beach you board a helicopter from the island
to whisk you back to Pemba.
On arrival into Pemba connect onto your flight to Johannesburg and onwards on
to your international flight home.
Accommodation: Overnight flight
Meals: Breakfast and in-flight meals
Day 13, Homeward bound
-----

View of beach and bar area

Laterally sleeping...
Ibo Island Lodge
Located on Ibo Island in the Quirimbas Archipelago and with a prime waterfront location, Ibo Island lodge consists of three magnificent mansions, each over one hundred
years old and lovingly restored. All bedrooms are unique and individually designed,
with many opening onto private verandas. Indigenous teak and mahogany handcrafted
furniture can be found in all rooms, along with antique fittings. The rooftop terrace is
the perfect spot for sundowners and the food here - prepared by a local team from the
island - deserves a special mention.
The overall feeling here is one of tranquillity. Relax, take a dip in the pool, explore the
island or head out to the sandbank to go snorkelling. Ibo Island itself has a rich cultural
history dating back to at least AD600, learn of the Island's Arab, Portuguese and Dutch
influences on a guided historical tour. Sunset cruises, mangrove forest excursions, fishing and massage treatments are all also available.
Inclusions:

Meet and Greet in Pemba

Light air transfer from Pemba to Ibo Island

Refreshing non-alcoholic cocktail on arrival

3 night air conditioned accommodation in a sea facing room

All meals (drinks excluded) and wake up coffee/tea room service

Daily boat transfer to the stunning pristine sandbank beach

Guided historical and cultural tours of the island

Emergency medical evacuation insurance

www.iboisland.com
Dhow Safaris, Quirimbas Archipelago, Mozambique
This is a brilliant way to explore the coastline fringed by tropical islands on a sturdy
motorized Arab dhow complete with experienced crew and pro guide.
Sea kayak or sail up wide coastal river mouths teeming with red listed bird species and
pristine mangrove forests. Snorkel off deserted white sandbanks and into the turquoise
sea, and sleep in mobile fly camps on uninhabited tropical islands. In the evenings chef
will conjure up fresh seafood (catch of the day!) or traditional cuisine over an open fire
under the stars. A true adventure.

Camp life is eco-friendly, simple and rustic featuring 2 man 3 x 3 metre dome tents
with built in ground sheets and mosquito nets. Bedding consists of stretchers with
foam mattresses and pillows. Camps are comfortable, but they are not 5 star luxury.
This is all about the experience of sleeping out on your own beach amidst the peace,
stars and tranquillity.
Inclusions:

1 night pristine island hopping by traditional dhow (motorized)

Experienced English and Portuguese speaking crew

Non-participation mobile camp. (crew assembles the camp and handles all camp
duties allowing you to relax and enjoy)

All camping and catering equipment included for island camps

All meals (drinks excluded)

Dhow transfer to Quilalea Island

...sleeping Laterally
Azura at Quilalea
Set on a private island in the Quirimbas archipelago in northern Mozambique Azura
Quilalea is quite simply barefoot luxury at it’s best. There are only 9 villas here all on
the waters edge, 4 sunrise, 4 sunset and the gorgeous Villa Quilalea. All are hewn
from local materials, with natural coral stone walls, carved wooden beams, makuti
thatch roofs, and timber wooden decks.
An excellent water sports centre offers diving, snorkelling (both day and night), fishing, kayaking and dhow sailing. Back on land wander round the island looking out for
nesting turtles and a surprising amount of birdlife.

There are numerous magical sundowner and dinner spots on the island to take advantage of and the food itself with an emphasis on local seafood deserves a special
mention.
Inclusions:

6 nights accommodation in a sea facing Kusi villa

All meals including main beach dinners

Local beers & spirits and cocktails, selection of house wines

Soft drinks, tea & coffee, water

Sunset cocktail of the day

Mozambican host service

One house reef dive per person per stay

Use of snorkelling equipment

Use of kayaks and paddleboards

Baobab walking trails

WiFi in public areas

Emergency evacuation medical insurance from Pemba

Helicopter transfer from Quilalea Island to Pemba
www.azura-retreats.com/quilalea-introduction

