- Tim Bennett
Greece
A modern day Odyssey, laterally

- China explored, Laterally -

Because I’ve always wanted to...

= One way flight
= Return flight
= Drive
= Train/Boat

In a Nutshell...
Day 1 - Fly to Athens & Stay at the Electra Metropolis Hotel. Visit the Acropolis

Flights...
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Day 2 - Transfer to Meteora & Visit Delphi. Check into Anantis Resort
Day 3 - Meteora in depth. Anantis Resort
Day 4 - Exploring Meteora & Towards to Zagori. Stay at Aristi Mountain Resort &
Villas
Day 5 - Vradeto Skala hike. Aristi Mountain Resort & Villas
Day 6 - Visit Papingo & The Stone Bridges of Zagori. Aristi Mountain Resort & Villas
Day 7 - Pella & Onward to Thessaloniki. Check into The Modernist Hotel
Day 8 - Explore Thessaloniki. The Modernist Hotel
Day 9 - Fly to the Peloponnese & Transfer to Pyrgos. Stay at the Dexamenes Hotel
Day 10 - Visit the Mercouri Wine Estate & Relax on Kourouta Beach. Dexamenes Hotel
Day 11 - Discover ancient Olympia. Dexamenes Hotel

Day 12 - Drive to Messinia & Check into Villa Vager Mani. Walk to Kardamili village
Day 13 - Visit Cape Tainaron & Boat trip to the Diros caves. Villa Vager Mani
Day 14 - Drive to Monemvasia. Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Day 15 - Visit the Monemvasia Peninsula. Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Day 16 - Cycling & Wine Tasting. Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Day 17 - Tsipouro (Greek spirit) & bread making workshops. Kinsterna Spa Hotel

Monemvasia
Day 18 - Transfer to Nafplio & Check into Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Day 19 - Explore Nafplio Town & Beach relaxation. Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Day 20 - Spetses Island & Hydra Island. Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Day 21 - Mycenae Archaeology visit. Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Day 22 - Beach day at leisure. Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Day 23 - Return to Athens & Fly home

Recommended Itinerary...
Day 1 - Fly to Athens & Acropolis visit
The trip begins in Athens. Upon arrival at Athen’s International airport, a laterallife representative will welcome you at the arrivals gate and assist with your
transfer to your centrally located hotel.
Dominating the Attica region of Greece, the country’s capital, Athens, is one of
the oldest cities in the world. For over two and a half centuries, the astonishing
Greek temples and monuments of Athens have continued to intrigue and amaze
visitors from around the world. This icon of western civilization seamlessly combines ancient history with modern architecture and a surprisingly lively atmosphere. This is particularly apparent in areas at the foot of the Acropolis, Anafiotika, Plaka, Monastiraki and Thissio where visitors will find numerous extraordinary
Neoclassical buildings, trendy and traditional cafes and shops, and narrow winding streets with historical treasures at every turn. Once you have had a culture
fix, try some mouth-watering Greek cuisine at one of the city’s fine local restaurants before indulging in the insatiable nightlife at the chic cocktail bars and waterfront dance clubs.
Once you are settled in your hotel you could go on a private tour of the Acropolis
museum and Acropolis hill, or enjoy a private Athens Flavours or Greek Spirits or
Wine tour in Athens city centre accompanied by a foodie & wine insider. Cycling
can also be arranged along with a cycling guide.
After you have freshened up, your guide will pick you up for a private tour of the
Acropolis hill & the Acropolis museum.
Accommodation: Electra Metropolis Hotel
Meals: None
Day 2 - Transfer to Meteora & Visit Delphi
After breakfast you will head (2h drive) towards the Delphi region where you will
have a private visit of Delphi ancient site & museum. After the visit, enjoy lunch
in a local taverna and then continue the drive through mainland Greece towards
the stunning Meteora rocks.
Arrive in the early evening and after freshening up you can walk towards the village of Kastraki lying right under the rocks and have dinner in a traditional restaurant. Alternatively you can visit the nearby town of Trikala.

Accommodation: Anantis Resort
Meals: Breakfast & Lunch
Day 3 - Meteora in depth
The Meteora region is one of the largest and most important complexes of
Greek Orthodox monasteries in the country. The monasteries represent a unique
artistic achievement and are one of the most powerful examples of the architectural transformation of a natural site into a place of retreat, meditation and prayer, a testament to the harmonious coexistence of man and nature.
The region is a major religious, hiking, photography and even filming destination
due to its dramatic scenery coupled with monasteries and spiritual monks. The
best way to appreciate the power of the natural forces that shaped this unique
landscape is walking, so today you will hike from the village of Kastraki towards
the monasteries and explore what most visitors miss. Fantastic manifestations of
geological history and current processes of nature await around every bend of the
trail, along with impressive treasures that will enjoy away from the crowds.
Accommodation: Anantis Resort
Meals: Breakfast
Day 4 - Exploring Meteora & Towards to Zagori
On your way to the Zagori region you will pass by the city of Ioannina, a bustling little city and the capital of the Epirus province, and framed by sheer mountain faces rising behind Lake Pamvotis. Ioannina was always multicultural, dominated mainly by Christian, Islamic and Jewish influences. This coexistence of cultural influences is clearly evident in the historic city centre, with its narrow lanes
and Byzantine and Ottoman architecture, and the imposing castle dominated by
its two citadels with amazing views to the town. The city is famous throughout
Greece for its silverwork, with a plethora of small traditional stores selling silver
jewellery, bronze ware and decorative items.
After exploring the city continue your drive towards Zagori. The Zagorohoria’s 46
traditional stone-and-slate villages, tucked into the Pindos range, offer atmospheric accommodation, crisp alpine air, sublime views and myriads of local legends. Once connected only by mountain paths and stone bridges, they’re now
connected by paved roads, some of which enjoy spectacular twists and turns.
Although time and emigration have depopulated many villages, boutique and environmental tourism have allowed locals to prosper by converting archontika
(mansions) into inviting guesthouses.

Check into you mountain resort.
Accommodation: Aristi Mountain Resort & Villas
Meals: Breakfast
Day 5 - Vradeto Skala hike
The 12km-long, 900m deep Vikos Gorge bisecting the Zagohoria, is the world’s
deepest, according to the Guinness World records. It begins south of Monodendri,
running north until the Papingo villages and the springs of Voidomatis and constitutes a true natural monument. Due to its geological isolation and the absence of
human presence, Vikos gorge includes rare plants and the unique flower species
of Epirus. There have also been recorded more than 110 bird species, 19 serpent
and amphibian species, as well as many rare butterfly species.
In the morning you will hike (2h30m/3km, moderate skills required) the Skala
(stairs) of Vradeto. The stairs of Vradeto are made of stones, carved by exceptional and highly-experienced craftsmen who created 1,120large steps, covering
thus 250 meters of height with a path of more than 1.5 kilometres which connects the villages of Kapesovo and Vradeto and from there you continue towards
Beloi, with stunning views of the gorge of Vikos.
Accommodation: Aristi Mountain Resort & Villas
Meals: Breakfast
Day 6 - Visit Papingo & The Stone Bridges of Zagori
The Zagori is famous for its stone bridges, made by the special craftsmen of their
time, these are testament of the capabilities and imagination of those people.
These bridges, built some centuries ago, are preserved in excellent condition.
They are strategically located in the area ensuring their continuous usage, as the
rivers of Zagori are quite often impassable during the winter. You guide will drive
you around the area to admire the bridges and discover quaint villages to gain a
glimpse into the local rustic hamlet life.
After lunch, take the ribboning northern road to Megalo and Mikro Papingo. Both
villages are densely built (typical of Zagori villages) with numerous stone houses
and enclosed courtyards. Stroll around the cobblestone alleys of the villages,
which are declared traditional settlements. The Papingo villages also feature refreshing rock pools, good for a revitalizing dip.

Accommodation: Aristi Mountain Resort & Villas
Meals: Breakfast
Day 7 - Pella & Onward to Thessaloniki
We will drive south east towards ancient Macedonia to the Pella region. You will
have the opportunity to visit the Vergina museum and admire artifacts from the
era of Alexander the Great.
After your visit, you will head towards Thessaloniki town, build in front of the
Thermaikos sea.
Accommodation: The Modernist Hotel
Meals: Breakfast
Day 8 - Explore Thessaloniki
During your last day of your trip in the Northern part of the country, you will explore Thessaloniki, the capital of Northern Greece. The city lies in front of the
Thermaikos Gulf with great position next to the sea.

While in Thessaloniki you can visit the Archaeological Museum which features a
spectacular exhibition of gold artifacts from burials and excavations in the region.
You can also stroll around the old town ruins and the impressive promenade in
front of the White Tower and experience local food in numerous traditional tavernas.
Accommodation: The Modernist Hotel
Meals: Breakfast
Day 9 - Fly to the Peloponnese & Transfer to Pyrgos
This morning, your driver will pick you up and drive you the airport in time for
your direct domestic flight to Kalamata, in the Peloponnese.
As the southern peninsula of Greece's mainland, Peloponnese is a popular summer destination boasting beautiful mountains, and beautiful sandy beaches in the
west and rocky ones in the east. However, there is also an abundance of cultural
heritage to discover here. As the scene of many famous moments in Greek Mythology, the area draws many history enthusiasts to its shores. It was here that
Hercules fought the Nemean lion and gods walked the earth, and that Paris of
Troy eloped with Helen.

Visitors can explore Olympia, where Olympic games were played, and the Mistra,
a medieval Byzantine fortress town and UNESCO World Heritage Site. Don’t miss
the opportunity to try out one of the many adventure sports on offer, or taste the
delicious locally produced olives and sweet juicy oranges, among a variety of other delicacies.
Accommodation: Dexamenes Hotel
Meals: Breakfast
Day 10 - Visit the Mercouri Wine Estate & Relax on Kourouta Beach
After a leisurely morning, your driver will pick you up and transfer you to the
stunning Mercouri Wine Estate for lunch and wine tasting. The estate has a 140
year history in the production of wine, olive oil and Corinthian grapes (or currants).
The estate is located just a couple of Kilometres from Kourouta Beach where you
can spend the remainder of the afternoon lounging and relaxing.
Accommodation: Dexamenes Hotel
Meals: Breakfast
Day 11 - Discover ancient Olympia
In western Peloponnese, in the so-called "valley of the gods", Ancient Olympia
grew to be the most celebrated sacred site of Ancient Greece, and the birthplace
of the Olympic Games, the most important sports events in all antiquity: starting
from 776 B.C., all Greeks – across the then known world – would be united every
four years and all hostilities would be suspended so that everyone could take part
in these games in the true spirit of sportsmanship.

Today you visit Olympia’s archaeological site, a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
tour the impressive remains of buildings which the ancient Greeks used as worship areas, sports and symposia centres etc. Visit the Archaeological Museum of
Olympia and see the ancient exhibits up close, the most important ones being the
celebrated statue of Hermes by Praxiteles; Nike (Victory) by Paionios, a plastic
arts masterpiece; and the sculptures that used to decorate the Temple of Zeus,
considered among the greatest ancient Greek Art creations.
Accommodation: Dexamenes Hotel
Meals: Breakfast

Day 12 - Drive to Messinia & Walk to Kardamili village
Today drive to the Mani/Kalamata area, approximately 2 hours 30 minutes’ drive
from Pyrgos.
Situated in the remote southwestern area of the Peloponnese Peninsula, Messinia is a regional unit in Greece featuring charming fishing villages, wellpreserved fortresses, and picturesque monasteries. Due to its proximity to Athens
and beautiful vistas, it is an easily accessible, prime Mediterranean holiday destination.
Messinia's landscape is dotted with olive groves and vineyards and is characterised by lofty snow-capped mountains, lush valleys, deep gorges, secluded coves
and unspoilt sandy beaches edged by azure waters. Visitors can sample a variety
of mouth-watering traditional dishes in various Greek tavernas, or discover ancient relics at the famous Palace of Nestor. Don’t miss a visit to Kalamata, the
capital of the region, which boasts an incredibly rich cultural heritage, including
the legendary Caste of Isabeau, and the internationally renowned Dance Festival
around July every year.

Check into your hotel and freshen up before heading out on a guided walk to the
nearby Kardamili village. The hills behind the village are criss-crossed with an
extensive network of well-marked hiking trails that consist of old stone paths,
minor roads, dirt footpaths and a dry riverbed.
Accommodation: Villa Vager Mani
Meals: Breakfast
Day 13 - Visit Cape Tainaron & Boat trip to the Diros caves
Cape Tainaron, also known as Cape Matapan, is the southernmost place in continental Greece and, legend states, where the entrance to Hades is located. Even
today, the wild, untamed Cape Tainaron at the end of the largely uninhabited
peninsula of the south of Mani in the Peloponnese is evocative. Driving (or cycling!) towards this southernmost point does feel like you are nearing the edges
of the world.
There is only one access route, winding and passing through the famous Mani
picturesque villages and tower-houses, built with locally quarried stone, a practice
that has been observed for thousands of years. Here the landscape is so spectacular: stone and earth run the show, low vegetation and naked mountains rising

above the blue sea, offering breathtaking views at the end of all land – a rocky
region, wild and unspoiled, a beauty to behold.
After a short stroll to the Cape’s lighthouse and a dip in the azure waters to freshen up, head back to one of the nearby villages for and authentic traditional lunch.
After lunch, hop on a boat headed to the Caves of Diros. It is not just the drop
in temperature that gives you the chills as you descend underground to start the
40-minute boat tour of Vlychada, the biggest cave of the Diros complex. It is the
beautiful and dramatic formations of stalactites and stalagmites, formed millions
of years ago, when the sea, located just a few meters away, started to rise and
formed the lake we see today. It is the excitement of not knowing what can be
hiding in the darkness beyond the illuminated 1.5k route, and the realization of
the sheer size of this underground miracle of nature: a series of vast caverns
stretching 15k into the rock, with 2,800 waterways – and this is only what we
know of so far.
Accommodation: Villa Vager Mani
Meals: Breakfast

Day 14 - Drive to Monemvasia
A 2 hour drive will take you to the Castle Town of Monemvasia, among the most
impressive places in Greece. Located on the southeastern side of Peloponnese,
Monemvasia was entirely carved on the backside of a sea rock in Medieval
times. This huge sea rock is not visible from the mainland so that the locals could
avoid enemy attacks. The only way to reach Monemvasia was by boat, while later
on a paved pathway was constructed to connect the castle entrance to the mainland. This is how the name came out, meaning a single passage. A walk around
the Castle Town is a travel to the past, while the sea view from the castle top is
breath-taking.
Settle into the Kinsterna Hotel, a Byzantine mansion which has been faithfully and
meticulously restored with great respect for its long history. After you have settled into your rooms, explore the mansion and its estate gardens featuring countless beautiful countryside tracks.
Accommodation: Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Meals: Breakfast

Day 15 - Visit the Monemvasia Peninsula
Head to the main showstopper of this corner of Greece: the Monemvasia Peninsula. Surrounded by the teal waters of the Aegean Sea, imposing Monemvasia
is an iceberg-like slab of rock, with sheer cliffs rising hundreds of metres from the
sea, linked to the mainland by a single, highly defensible causeway.
These days Monemvasia incorporates both the rock, with its medieval village enclosed within the walls of its kastro (fort), and the modern mainland village of
Gefyra, just across the causeway. ‘You can find everything you want in this city –
except water’, observed an 18th-century Turkish traveller. Monemvasia has remained inhabited to this day, though only around 20 people live in
the kastro permanently – the rest go home to Gefyra after a day's work.
Monemvasia's fortified medieval village is divided into the lower town, bisected by
a main cobbled street lined with souvenir shops, hotels and tavernas that leads to
the main square, and the upper town, with its ruins and fortress. The greatest
pleasure of visiting the site comes from wandering the labyrinth: exploring the
tiny alleyways and winding stairways that weave between a complex network of
stone houses and walled gardens, and ducking into atmospheric nooks and crannies.
In the lower town, the central square is dominated by the Cathedral of Christos
Elkomenos, dating from the 13th century. Head up through the stone archway
opposite the bell tower and you come across the handsome 17th-century Church
of Myrtidiotissa. Down near the waterfront fortifications is the whitewashed 16thcentury Church of Panagia Chrysafitissa.
The path to the fortress and the upper town is signposted off the main street in
several locations. A walking path (steep steps) skirts the edge of the upper-town
ruins all the way to just above the main gate, affording great views of Monemvasia's cluster of rooftops against a cliff backdrop. Some of the upper town's extensive ruins – the central gate complex – have been restored and provide an evocative representation of how the entrance to the upper kastro operated (it's believed that the vaulted passages and spaces were used by the fort's garrison;
excellent explanations in English). Don't miss the Church of Agia Sofia perched on
the edge of a sheer cliff. Take care and keep to the paths, as the area is covered
with overgrown cisterns.
Accommodation: Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Meals: Breakfast

Day 16 - Cycling & Wine Tasting
Today is a relaxed day to enjoy the beautiful Kinsterna estate. Enjoy the natural
environment while cycling around the estate and the green hills surrounding it.
Kinsterna offers bikes for this very purpose. The picturesque castle town of Monemvasia is just 7 kilometres away, and part of the route runs alongside the sea,
making the journey a pleasant one.
Head back in time for lunch and taste the wonderful local wines in the Hotel’s
cellar. Learn about the local varieties of grapes and their characteristics, experience new bouquets and sample the finest wines in the region, including both Kinsterna wines and the Malvasia variety wine, renowned for its exceptional quality
since 1340 AD. Experts also offer tips on serving and selecting the right wine for
the meal during the tasting.
Accommodation: Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Meals: Breakfast
Day 17 - Tsipouro (Greek spirit) & bread making workshops
After a leisurely morning, head to the local bakery where you learn how the local
village baker sifts and kneads traditional bread dough by hand. Help her bake
bread in the old stone oven or watch how she artfully creates hot, sumptuous
loaves of bread while sipping a Greek coffee. Adventurous bakers are invited to
participate in the process and help knead some local ingredients, such as oregano, olives or raisins, into the loaves of bread.
Later today, head to the local distillery where you will learn about the making of
Tsipouro. The production process commences with the selection of the grape varieties and in turn entails the thorough fermentation of the grape marc, namely
the pomace (the skins remaining after pressing the grapes to obtain the grape
must, indispensable for the production of wine) and the slow and gradual distillation of the fermented grape marc.
Accommodation: Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia
Meals: Breakfast
Day 18 - Transfer to Nafplio
Drive about 2 hours to Nafplio.

The small, charming port town of Nafplio is situated on the Argolic Gulf in the
northeast of the Peloponnese Peninsula, just one and a half hours by car from
Greece’s capital, Athens. The town is known for its remarkably scenic location,
overlooking a picturesque harbour and presided over by two medieval castles,
including the spectacular Palamidi fortress. At the centre of Nafplio’s historical Old
Town lies the large, marble-paved Syntagma Square, lined with quaint cafes and
featuring the Arsenal, a stately building occupied by a fascinating museum. At the
other end of the square, a historic mosque now occasionally functions as a cinema.
Nafplio serves as a popular weekend getaway for Athenians eager to escape the
big tourist crowds of the city and enjoy Nafplio’s excellent restaurants, boutique
shops, impressive architecture, quayside cafes, fine beaches and old-world atmosphere.
Accommodation: Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Meals: Breakfast
Day 19 - Explore Nafplio Town & Beach relaxation
Learn about the history of Nafplio today and gain a better understanding of the
historical heart of the town on a privately guided walking tour.
Full of storied monuments dating from ancient and medieval times, the historic
town of Nafplio played a major role in the history and creation of modern
Greece, as it hosted the first Greek parliament after the Greek War of Independence and became the state’s first capital in 1828. Before Independence, Nafplio
was ruled by a host of conquerors including the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires
and the Venetians.
Over the centuries, the different occupying forces left their mark on the architecture and culture of Nafplio, imbuing it with the unique and cosmopolitan atmosphere it has today. Renowned for its neoclassical architecture, the imposing
Palamidi Fortress overlooking the city and the Bourtzi Castle set on an island in
the middle of the harbour, Nafplio is a charming town to wander. The quaint
streets of the old town are shaded by bougainvillea and lined with restaurants
and shops, while jazz bars provide entertainment in the evenings.
The remainder of the day is at your leisure or visit the nearby Nemea wine region. Nemea is an ancient site in the northeast of the Peloponnese, not far from
the town of Nafplio. It was here in Greek mythology that Heracles (Hercules)
overcame the Nemean Lion of the Goddess Hera, and the Nemean Games took

place. The region was first put on the map for its winemaking by Homer, who
called it Ampeloessa, meaning ‘full of vines’. Today the appellation of Nemea is
the most important red wine AOC of southern Greece. The indigenous Greek Agiorgitiko grape produces wines famous for their deep red colour with violet and
blue hues, their complex aromas and their long, velvety finishes.
Take a tasting journey through the Nemea wine region and explore the superb
wines of Domaine Skouras. Established in 1986, Skouras offers beautifully maintained vineyards and informative tours and tasting experiences.
Accommodation: Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Meals: Breakfast
Day 20 - Spetses Island & Hydra Island
The island of Spetses has a long and rich history, but the most interesting period is that of the Greek War of Independence and the Greek Revolution of 1821.
Spetses was the first of the Greek islands to raise the flag of the Revolution on
the morning of 3 April 1821 at the monastery of St Nicolas. Laskarina Bouboulina
of Spetses, a very important and influential person in the Revolution, used her
wealth to build and lead a navy after her husband’s death.
Today, Bouboulina’s house is one of the most impressive places to visit in Spetses, among other mansions and museums. Spetses offers not only an inspiring
past, but also natural beauty. It is cosmopolitan yet traditional – an enchanting
combination of quaint streets, pine forests and local charm with reminders of its
rich history around every corner.
Head to Hydra island for lunch. Hydra is a picturesque town on a peaceful island.
As you approach the port, the statue of Andreas Miaoulis, a local war hero, welcomes you as he stares out to sea. From the water, you can see the impressive
clock tower of Hydra, and stately old mansions climbing the hillside. No motor
transport is allowed anywhere on the island: donkeys and water taxis provide the
only means of getting around.
Hydra is as welcoming in the morning as it is in the evening, whether you wish to
browse the shops, dine in the atmospheric restaurants or explore the museums.
Accommodation: Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Meals: Breakfast

Day 21 - Mycenae Archaeology visit
Founded by Perseus, Mycenae was the golden city of ancient Greece, and is today a Unesco World Heritage Site. The epicentre of the Mycenaean world, the city
gave its name to a period and a civilization that spread as far as the Mediterranean basin between the 16th and 12th centuries BCE. Mycenae is surrounded by
mountains and fields offering glimpses of blue sea.
Situated about 300 metres away from the Mycenaean acropolis is the wellmaintained Treasury of Atreus – also known as the Tomb of Agamemnon (son of
Atreus and brother-in-law of Helen whose abduction by Paris started the Trojan
War). Known as a tholos or ‘bee-hive’ tomb, it was built between 1350 and 1330
BCE. It is the largest and best preserved of the nine tholos tombs found in Mycenae. The colossal Cyclopean walls of Mycenae and the famous Lion Gate are other standout attractions – still impressive after more than 3,000 years.
Accommodation: Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Meals: Breakfast
Day 22 - Beach day at leisure
Spend today at your leisure relaxing on the beach.
Accommodation: Nikki Beach Resort or Amanzoe
Meals: Breakfast
Day 23 - Return to Athens & Fly home
This morning drive back to Athens in time for your flight home to London.
Welcome home! We hope you loved your Greek Odyssey.
Meals: Breakfast

-----

Nafplio

Laterally sleeping...
Electra Metropolis Hotel, Athens
Situated on a lively street lined with shops and restaurants, this chic hotel is a 5minute walk from a metro station and a 15-minute walk from the ancient Acropolis of
Athens.
The rooms have minibars, free Wi-Fi and flat-screens, plus tea and coffeemakers. Upgraded rooms add sitting areas, balconies and/or Acropolis views. Suites come with
separate living rooms. Room service is available. A breakfast buffet is complimentary.
A rooftop terrace features a seasonal outdoor pool, a modern restaurant with a bar,
and sweeping views of the Acropolis. There's also a polished lobby bar and a bookthemed bistro, plus a plush spa and a gym.
www.electrahotels.gr/en/athens/electra-metropolis-athens
Anantis City Resort, Meteora
Built on the top of a hill, only three and a half kilometres from Trikala’s vibrant city
centre, Ananti City Resort is a five star hotel with haunting views that embrace the
plain of Thessaly and the surrounding areas.
The simple clean-lined architecture harmonically merged with the environment, the
modern uncluttered interior design, the artfully designed bedrooms, the infinity pool
overlooking the city, the spa with its interior pool, the refined restaurant, as well as
the rooftop bar, compose a charming result and a great base to explore the region.
www.anantiresort.gr

Aristi Mountain Resort & Villas, Zagori
Aristi Mountain Resort is a complex of stone buildings embodied within traditional village of Aristi, across from the Towers of Astraka and above the Voidomati River and
Vikos Gorge.
The resort consists of 18 rooms (suites, doubles and double plus). Facilities include
the main lounge with a fireplace in the reception area, a full bar, a restaurant and a
conference-exhibition space for business meetings, mini conventions and cultural
events. Spa facilities complete and complement hotel services with an indoor heated
pool that overlooks the surrounding mountains and villages, a Jacuzzi, a sauna room,
a Turkish steam bath - hamam chamber and massage services.
www.aristi.eu/en

...sleeping Laterally

The Modernist Hotel, Thessaloniki
True to its name, The Modernist casts out all things superfluous in favour of what
really matters: knock-out design, in-the-know staff and love for the local community.
This budget-boutique bolthole occupies a Twenties building in the heart of downtown
Thessaloniki, putting you within easy reach of the waterfront and historic port.
The pared-back interiors tour the great epochs of modernist design, mingling artdeco, mid-century and cutting-edge Scandinavian styles. Those movements had an
international reach, but the hotel is just as much a local hero: the books on your
shelves come from a nearby shop, the bath products were made by a local chemistry
whizz and the breakfast is sourced from the delectable deli (and restaurant) next
door.
www.themodernisthotels.com

Dexamenes Seaside Hotel, Pyrgos
A postwar winery, has been transformed into a conscious - luxury resort on one of
the most unspoiled stretches of coastline in the western Peloponnese. A bold work of
concrete industrial architecture, Dexamenes invites guests to stay in old wine tanks
and marvel at the Ionian Sea just meters away.
The patina of exposed interior concrete walls contrasts with engineered glass partitions and polished terrazzo floors… while elements of timber add dashes of warmth in
a nod to the area’s nautical history. The visionary behind the design and architecture
concept here, K-Studio, is also responsible for Design Hotels member Perianth Hotel.
Situated on Kourouta beach near the town of Amaliada, the hotel is an ideal outpost
for sun-seeking and exploring the regions offerings, which includes an abundance of
wineries.
www.dexamenes.com

Laterally sleeping...

Villa Vager Mani, Messinia
Villa Vager Mani is set in a majestic stone-built tower at the midpoint between Kalamata and Kardamili, only 2km from Santova Beach. The spacious accommodation includes daily housekeeping, kitchenettes, coffee machines, minibars, Wi-Fi access, and
Smart TVs with Netflix access.
Guests can indulge in a Greek breakfast daily before heading out to take part in activities such as snorkelling, diving, biking, and horseback riding.
www.villavagermani.gr

Kinsterna Spa Hotel Monemvasia, Monemvasia
Go in search of the Greece of old at Kinsterna Hotel, an ancient Byzantine estate,
overlooking the fairy tale rock city of Monemvasia. Located in the eastern Peloponnese, it stands surrounded by olive groves, vineyards and citrus trees.
Rooms whisper of history, with stone fireplaces and atmospheric balconies, where residents of the age-old village once crushed grapes into wine. Today, this timeless tale
continues with tastings in the private cellar and bread-making classes with the local
baker.
Outside, a snaking infinity pool adds the final splash of luxury. Did we mention the
Aegean views?
www.kinsternahotel.gr/en

...sleeping Laterally

Nikki Beach Resort, Nafplio
Set beachfront on Porto Heli Bay, this seasonal, sophisticated hotel is 2 km from ferries at Porto Heli Marine and 4 km from Kosta Beach.
Featuring balconies with bay views, the sleek, modern rooms come with free Wi-Fi,
flat-screen TVs and minibars, plus Nespresso machines and designer toiletries. Suites
add living areas and/or direct pool access, and upgraded suites offer hot tubs.

Breakfast is free, and dining options include a laid-back cafe and a chic rooftop bar.
There are outdoor pools, including an infinity pool, as well as a swim-up bar, a fitness
centre and a spa.
www.porto-heli.nikkibeach.com

Alternative:
Amanzoe, Nafplio
Amanzoe resort on Greece’s eastern Peloponnesian peninsula is a Doric-columned,
marble-hewn hilltop homage to classicism that could wow the most demanding of
deities with its serene, herb-scented setting, 360-degree views, private beach club
and stress-banishing spa.
Comprising a 38 suite resort, an Aman spa and a number of Aman villas, Amanzoe is
the Greek complement to Montenegro’s Aman Sveti Stefan and Turkey’s Amanruya.
The resort draws it’s name from the Sanskrit derived word for peace and zoe, the
Greek word for life.
Amanzoe is situated on a hilltop close to the town of Porto Heli on the east coast of
the Peloponnese. The resort offers panoramic views of the Peloponnese countryside
and coastline, a private beach club in a picturesque bay and easy access to the cosmopolitan islands of Spetses and Hydra.
www.aman.com/resorts/amanzoe

The Nitty Gritty...
What’s Included...
•
All accommodation on a twin/double share basis with private facilities
•
Breakfast throughout, other meals as specified
•
Private excursions and transfers including entrance fees
•
English speaking guides on excursions
What’s Not Included...
•
Items of a personal nature - phone calls, laundry, minibar etc
•
Gratuities & Porterage
•
Early check-in / late check-out
•
Departure taxes
•
Excess baggage fees
•
Beverages during meals
•
Insurance cover
•
Visas

How to Proceed…
Once you are in agreement with the itinerary, we ask for a deposit representing 30% of
the trip cost unless noted otherwise together with a signed booking form which will be
emailed to you for completion. The balance of the trip is due 90 days prior to your departure date.
For payment of ground arrangements we ask that you arrange a direct bank transfer or
send us a cheque.
For payment of any international flights, we ask for a debit (no surcharge) or credit card
(surcharge applies) which will then be processed through our flight issuing agent and
financially protected under their ATOL or IATA licences.

...Yours Laterally
laterallife specialises in...
Executive Sabbaticals
Complex itineraries worldwide
Creative Honeymoons
Milestone birthdays & anniversaries
Family reunions
Not so small print…
laterallife will do all possible to confirm arrangements as per the agreed itinerary. In
the event of any change we will notify you at once with a suitable alternative. The total trip price may change due to variables beyond our control such as force majeure,
weather conditions, political conditions and events. When you are on-trip, you will be
provided with 24 hour emergency contacts both in the country you are visiting and at
laterallife in the UK. Our full terms and conditions are on our website.
Financial Protection
The Inspirational Travel Company Limited (trading as Laterallife) is a company committed to customer satisfaction and consumer financial protection. Laterallife holds
ATOL membership number T11128 and is pleased to announce that, at no extra cost
to you, and in accordance with ''The Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements
Regulations 2018'' all passengers booking with Laterallife are covered in the unlikely
event of insolvency. If you are on holiday, ATOL will provide support to minimise any
disruption and ensure that you are able to return home. If you have not yet started
your trip, ATOL will advise you on how you can make a claim for a refund of the
amounts paid to us or in some cases appoint a fulfilment partner to provide the holiday. In the event of insolvency, you should contact the Civil Aviation Authority, which
operates the ATOL scheme, on +44 (0) 333 103 6350. They will explain the situation
and discuss your options. Please ensure you retain your booking confirmation and ATOL certificate as evidence of cover and value.
Claims
In the event of insolvency, you should contact the Civil Aviation Authority, which operates the ATOL scheme, on +44 (0) 333 103 6350. They will explain the situation and
discuss your options. Please ensure you retain your booking confirmation and ATOL
certificate as evidence of cover and value.

Policy exclusions: This policy will not cover any monies paid for by Travel Insurance.

Contact Me...
laterallife Planner: Nick Matthews
1-5 Offord Street, London N1 1DH
W: www.laterallife.com
E: nickmatthews@laterallife.com T: 0207 607 1943 M: 07800 591 586

