
 
Mexico explored, Laterally 

 

Because I’ve always wanted to... 



 
= One way flight 

= Drive 



Flights... 
 

 
 

 
 

In a Nutshell... 
 
 
Day 1 - Fly to Mexico & Check into La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 2 - Beach day at leisure. La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 3 - Discover the Sian Kaán Biosphere Reserve. La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 4 - Beach day at leisure. La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 5 - Visit Tulum & Dos Ojos Cenote. La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 6 - Deluxe Tulum Rio Secreto Plus Experience. La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 7 - Beach day at leisure. La Zebra Beach Hotel 

Day 8 - Visit Chichen Itza & transfer to Merida. Check into La Hacienda Xcanatun  

Day 9 - Explore Merida. La Hacienda Xcanatun 

Day 10 - Uxmal & Loltun. La Hacienda Xcanatun 

Day 11 - Boat trip on the Celestun Lagoon. La Hacienda Xcanatun 

Day 12 - Merida at leisure. La Hacienda Xcanatun 

Day 13 - Fly to Mexico City & Transfer to San Miguel de Allende. Stay at Belmond  

 Casa de Sierra Nevada  

Day 14 - Guided City Visit. Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada 

Day 15 - Discover Guanajuato. Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada 

Day 16 - Day at leisure. Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada 

Day 17 - Transfer to Mexico City & Visit Queretaro. Hotel Las Alcobas  

Day 18 - Explore Mexico City & Xochimilco with Market Lunch. Hotel Las Alcobas 

Day 19 - Mexico City Historic Centre and Anthropology Museum. Hotel Las Alcobas 

Day 20 - Teotihuacan Pyramids with Hot Air Ballooning. Hotel Las Alcobas 

Day 21 - Overnight homebound flight 

Day 22 - Welcome home 

 
 
 
 

Date Airline & 

Flight 

Number 

From Departs To Arrives Class 

Day 1 TBC London  TBC Cancun TBC TBC 

Day 13 TBC Merida TBC Mexico City TBC TBC 

Day 21 TBC Mexico 

City 

TBC London  TBC 

(+1day) 

TBC 



Your Sample Itinerary... 

 
Day 1 - Fly to Mexico 

Fly from London to Cancun in Mexico. Upon arrival, you will be welcomed by a 

laterallife representative who will assist with your transfer to your beach hotel in 

Tulum. Transfer time: 120km (2 hours). 

  

Check in and relax. 

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: None 

 

Day 2 - Beach day at leisure 

Enjoy the beach at your leisure today. 

 

In the coastal town of Tulum you will find Mexico’s only archaeological site over-

looking the sea. While the ruins are the main attraction, there is also plenty to be 

seen and done in the rest of Tulum. Ocean lovers can spend time diving, snorkel-

ling and exploring cenotes – natural swimming holes that the Mayans considered 

sacred – and the quaint town offers a selection of small hotels, restaurants and 

stores that provide dining, shopping and entertainment opportunities.  

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 3 - Discover the Sian Kaán Biosphere Reserve 

Thousands of years ago, the Mayans so revered the exceptional natural beauty 

along this stretch of coastline that they named it Sian Ka´an or “The Place 

where Heaven Begins”.  Today, Sian Ka´an, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is 

one of Mexico´s largest protected areas, established to manage and pro-

tect  528,148 hectares of intricately linked marine, coastal and terrestrial ecosys-

tems. 

 

At 8 am, embark on a private, guided adventure into the northern reaches of this 

reserve to experience and learn all about its unique and diverse ecosystem. With 

easier access and closer to the region’s hotels, the northern parts of the reserve 

are perfect for a day of discovery, while the southern parts are practically un-

reachable by land or sea to keep them completely protected and untouched. Ex-



perience manmade canals carved by the Mayan civilization along with various 

temples used to control the busy commercial trade routes that connected mighty 

Mayan cities like Coba and Muyil. 

 

Keep an eye out for incredible wildlife encounters with mighty osprey’s, stealthy 

crocodiles, gentle manatees, and much more. There will also be time to enjoy a 

short hike through the jungle for an up-close look at the ruins of a Maya temple. 

Afterward, refresh yourself with a float along the ‘lazy river’, a 900-meter-long, 

sweet-water channel through a magical wetland world. Do not forget your bath-

ing suit! 

 

Before heading back to your hotel, enjoy a traditional seafood lunch at a local 

restaurant and some free time to relax on the beach. 

 

Please note weather permitting, departure time and logistics for this experience 
can be flexible/personalized. We reserve the right to modify logistics due to wind, 
weather, or other conditions. 

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 

  

Day 4 - Beach day at leisure 

At your leisure.  

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 5 - Visit Tulum & Dos Ojos Cenote 

Your guide will pick you up at your hotel lobby at 9 am and from there you will be 

driven 35 minutes to the Tulum archaeological site. 

 

The only Maya city located right by the Caribbean Sea, Tulum was a Maya for-

tress city and important trading point that peaked between the 13th and 15th 

centuries.  Explore with your guide, visiting the Temple of the Descending God 

and the world-famous El Castillo, which boasts stunning vistas over the ocean. 

 

After your archaeological exploration you will continue the 21km (30 minutes) to 

Dos Ojos Cenote, snorkelling through the clear waters of this ancient sinkhole 

into different chambers and taking in the natural formations full of stalactites and 

stalagmites. 

 



Tulum 



Upon conclusion you will be driven back to your hotel in the Riviera Maya.  

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: Breakfast 

  

Day 6 - Deluxe Tulum Rio Secreto Plus Experience 

A private driver will meet you at your hotel lobby at 8 am, from there you will be 

driven 1 hour to Rio Secreto.  

 

After putting on your safety gear, head underground with your private expert 

guide who will be leading and lighting the way. Listen as they explain more about 

the formation of the caves and its importance in the Yucatan Peninsula and be-

yond. 

 

Swim through clear waters, navigate around ancient rock formations, and see 

thousands of stalactites and stalagmites. 

 

Upon completion of your Rio Secreto Experience, you will board your awaiting 

vehicle  and you will be driven  to your hotel to enjoy the rest of the evening at 

leisure. 

 

Return to your hotel to enjoy the rest of the evening at leisure. 

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: Breakfast 

  

Day 7 - Beach day at leisure 

 

Accommodation: La Zebra Beach Hotel  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 8 - Visit Chichen Itza & transfer to Merida 

Your personal guide will meet you at your hotel at 8 am, and you will be driven to 

Chichen Itza. 

 

Today, visit Mexico’s most well-known archaeological site, Chichen Itzá. As you 

walk through the site, visiting the Temple of the Warriors, the ball court and the 

sacred cenote (sinkhole), you will learn all about Maya cosmology, religion and 



Chichen Itza 



the dualism of life and death from your expert guide. Visiting the ‘Castillo’ or Pyr-

amid of Kukulkan, you will discover the ingenious architecture that results in a 

figure of a snake descending and ascending its steps during the equinox, making 

it one of the New Seven Wonders of the World. 

 

After your exploration of Chichen Itza time for lunch (not included) will be provid-

ed on a nearby Hacienda to continue to your hotel in Merida. 

 

Accommodation: La Hacienda Xcanatun  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 9 - Explore Merida 

At 9 am today, discover the historical centre of Mérida, the capital of the state of 

Yucatán. You will learn about Merida’s history and contemporary importance, as 

you explore the Zócalo, the cathedral and the Monument of the Homeland, before 

heading down El Paseo de Montejo, with its grand, colonial buildings.  

 

Accommodation: La Hacienda Xcanatun  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 10 - Uxmal & Loltun 

Explore the ancient Mayan city of Uxmal, with its rounded architecture and 

intricate latticework. Meet your guide at 8 am and they will lead you in discover-

ing the site as you learn about the myth of the Pyramid of the Magician and 

about Maya cosmology in the Nun’s Quadrangle. 

 

At the end of the day you will traverse the underground cave system 

at Loltún that show evidence of Maya civilization from the Late Pre-Classic Era 

(300 BCE-300 CE) and many bones of mammoths and dinosaurs were found 

there. A local guide will lead you through the cave, explaining the history and 

pointing out important stalagmites, stalactites, cave paintings, fossils and Maya 

handprints found there. 

 

Accommodation: La Hacienda Xcanatun  

Meals: Breakfast 

 



Celestun Lagoon 



Day 11 - Boat trip on the Celestun Lagoon 

Pick up at 8 am. Home to 2,000 or more pink flamingos, Celestún is a great 

place for nature lovers. Taking a boat ride down this salt-water lagoon, you will 

see the great variety of flora and fauna that naturally thrive there and have a 

chance to swim in the fresh waters.  

 

Accommodation: La Hacienda Xcanatun  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 12 - Merida at leisure 

Enjoy discovering the narrow alleyways of Merida under your own steam. 

 

Accommodation: La Hacienda Xcanatun  

Meals: Breakfast 

  

Day 13 - Fly to Mexico City & Transfer to San Miguel de Allende 

Your driver will meet you in your hotel and you will be driven 15/20 minutes to 

Mérida International Airport  where you board your flight to the airport in Mexico 

City.  

 

Upon arrival, your driver will be waiting for you at the arrivals and will assist with 

your luggage before driving you 3.5 hours to San Miguel de Allende. 

 

Check into your hotel and relax. 

 

Accommodation: Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 14 - Guided City Visit 

Discover the colourful historic centre of San Miguel de Allende, walking its cob-

blestone streets and visiting its churches, museums, art galleries.   

 

Your guide will meet you at your hotel at 9 am to start your day exploring the 

historic centre of San Miguel de Allende. You will visit the iconic central plaza, 

where locals come to gather and chat under the shade of the trees before going 

inside San Miguel’s famous pink church (Parroquia de San Miguel Arcangel) that 

boasts gothic-style architecture.  

 





Accommodation: Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 15 - Discover Guanajuato 

Meet your guide at your hotel 9 am when you will be driven to Guanajuato 

(80km, 1 hour 40 minutes). Here your guide will lead you in exploring the histori-

cal centre, staring with a panoramic view over the city, taking in the interesting 

architecture and the plethora of colours. Stroll the streets of the city with its un-

derground passageways heading towards to the central square, visiting churches 

and museums along the way. 

 

As you explore the city, its university, the Juarez Theatre and its tranquil plazas, 

your guide will tell you all about its rich history. The day will also include a visit to 

the house of muralist Diego Rivera where you will receive a special talk about his 

life and work, and no visit to Guanajuato is complete without passing by the nar-

row Alley of the Kiss, where you will learn about the love story that gives the 

street its name. 

 

Upon completion of your visit, you will be driven back to your hotel in San Miguel 

de Allende. 

 

Accommodation: Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada  

Meals: Breakfast 

  

Day 16 - Day at your leisure 

Day at your leisure to enjoy the town and explore it further under your own 

steam.  

 

Accommodation: Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada  

Meals: Breakfast 

  

Day 17 - Transfer to Mexico City & Visit Queretaro 

After breakfast and check out, at 9 am, your personal guide will meet you at your 

hotel and you will be driven to Mexico City. Roughly a one-hour drive from San 

Miguel is the colonial city of Querétaro. 

 

Stop here for a tour of the stunning city centre, named a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site thanks to its abundance of historic monuments and buildings. Your guide will 

lead you in exploring its architecture, churches, and art as you learn all about its 

rich past and contemporary importance. 

 



Time for lunch in a local restaurant will be allocated (not included), then continue 

to Mexico City (200km/124 miles, 2 hours 30 mins). 

 

Accommodation: Hotel Las Alcobas  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 18 - Explore Mexico City & Xochimilco with Market Lunch 

Explore Mexico City’s southern neighbourhoods that feel like small villages despite 

being part of the big city. At 9 am, your guide will lead you in an exploration of 

the tree-lined streets of San Angel and Coyoacan and along the waterways of 

Xochimilco. 

 

Walk the footsteps of some of Mexico’s most revered artists and writers, including 

a visit to Frida Kahlo’s Casa Azul – a blue house where Mexican painter Frida 

Kahlo was born and later died, now a museum dedicated to her life. 

 

For lunch, your guide will lead you on a journey for the senses as you discover 

the Mercado Coyoacan and sit down to savour the flavours of your meal at this 

authentic Mexican market. 

 

At Xochimilco, you will explore the canals while floating on a colourful boat called 

a trajinera to learn about the Aztec’s ingenious technique for growing food upon 

the fertile riverbeds of the pre-Hispanic canals - the chinampas are still in use 

today but for growing flowers rather than food crops. 

 

Accommodation: Hotel Las Alcobas  

Meals: Breakfast & Lunch 

 

Day 19 - Mexico City Historic Centre and Anthropology Museum 

At 9 am, discover Mexico’s Mesoamerican, colonial and revolutionary history while 

exploring the historic centre of the capital with your guide. What is now the heart 

of this modern city was also once the centre of the Aztec world, Tenochtitlan. You 

will visit the Cathedral built upon the main Aztec temple by the Spanish conquis-

tadors, as well as the painted representation of Mexico’s past by muralist Diego 

Rivera in the National Palace. 

 

You will then walk through some of the centre’s iconic streets to the Palace of 

Fine Arts where you will explore its varied architecture. After lunch you will visit 

the Anthropology Museum, to delve deeper into Mexico’s Mesoamerican past. 



 

Accommodation: Hotel Las Alcobas  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 20 - Teotihuacan Pyramids with Hot Air Ballooning 

Early wake up for a 5:30 am pick up but this rare experience is well worth it. See 

the sunrise over the Valley of Teotihuacán as you pass over the pyramids of the 

Sun and the Moon in your own private hot-air balloon. 

 

You will be in the air for roughly forty minutes, taking in the sheer size of the reli-

gious and ceremonial centre of the Aztecs and looking out over vistas of the sur-

rounding valley. Once the gentle flight is over you will toast with sparkling wine, 

as has been done since the first days of hot-air ballooning, before heading to a 

breakfast buffet at a nearby restaurant. 

 

After breakfast you will continue with your exploration of Teotihuacan by land. 

Thought to have been established in 100 BCE and inhabited by other peoples be-

fore the Aztecs, Teotihuacán is considered one of the most important Mesoameri-

can sites in the Americas. The site is very large, covering 83 square kilometres, 

and contains both a ceremonial centre and residential areas. Your expert guide 

will lead you on an exploration of the area, that echoes with the sound of Mesoa-

merican flutes played all around.  You will walk down the Avenue of the Dead, so 

called because it was the route that sacrificial victims walked before climbing the 

pyramid to be sacrificed to the gods. You will also have a chance to climb the 

65m tall Pyramid of the Sun and/or the 43m high Pyramid of the Moon and look 

out across the city and valley of Teotihuacán. 

 

Upon conclusion you will be driven back to Mexico City on route you will enjoy 

lunch at a local restaurant (not included) before heading back to your hotel. 

 

Accommodation: Hotel Las Alcobas  

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 21 -  Overnight homebound flight 

You will be met in your hotel lobby by your driver and driven to Mexico City Inter-

national Airport (between 30-45 minutes), where an airport supervisor will be 

waiting with your boarding pass ready to help you check-in your luggage.  

 





Accommodation: Overnight flight 

Meals: Breakfast & In-flight meals 

 

Day 22 - Welcome home 

 

 

 

- - - - -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Laterally sleeping... 

La Zebra Beach Hotel, Tulum 
Long ago, ships from Africa sailed through the Caribbean towards the Americas, carry-
ing seeds, spices and animals. One of those ships was shipwrecked off the coast of 
Quintana Roo during a terrible storm. Few survivors swam ashore, and as they 
thanked the gods for saving their lives, they watched a zebra swim ashore and gallop 
into the jungle. Taking it as a sign from the Divine, these sailors were so grateful that 
they decided to name the place after its spirit animal and symbol of their good fortune 
- La Zebra. 
 
This “far from the ordinary” boutique hotel is home to the best “Beach Chic” experi-
ence in Tulum. Newly remodelled and revamped, La Zebra is a luxurious haven. The 
15 suites and cabins sprinkled across the white sand, mix clean Scandinavian lines 
with touches of playful Mexican design and splashes of colour.  
 
www.lazebratulum.com 

 

 
La Hacienda Xcanatun, Merida 
This is a beautiful 18-suite hotel where traditional elegance is married with contempo-
rary style and comfort. The former machine room is now home to an award-winning 
gourmet restaurant; the old chapel has become a salon for functions. Outside, acres 
of vibrant tropical gardens lead to manicured lawns and 2 freshwater swimming pools. 
 
Located a few miles north of Mérida, the hacienda is a great starting point for explor-
ing Mexico's ancient Mayan sites. It's also a welcome retreat: the spa offers relaxing 
holistic treatments using indigenous herbs, flowers and honey; the only sounds are 
from birds and fountains 
 
All master suites have large, comfortable, luxuriously appointed sitting room furnished 
with antiques, and large separate bedroom with king size bed.   
All deluxe suites have comfortable sitting areas in English Colonial style, large bath-
room with vanity area, large private verandas with Yucatecan hammocks and exterior 
hydrotherapy tub surrounded by tropical gardens.  
 
www.angsana.com/en/mexico/hacienda-xcanatun 

 



 
...sleeping Laterally 

Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada, San Miguel de Allende 
Characterized by cool, leafy gardens, stone arches and traditional wooden doors sur-
rounding pretty courtyards; Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada is a haven of idyllic 
splendour. The rooms retain their historic character while skilful restoration provides 
complete modern luxury. No two rooms are alike, featuring modern art, antiques and 
quarry shaped fireplaces to bring the room to life. They all come equipped with WI-
FI, TV and DVD player, private bathrooms and room service. 
 
Browse the Boutique Sazon to find some Mexican treasures or take a dip in the swim-
ming pool. The hotel restaurant, Andaza, serves cuisine that celebrates Mexican tradi-
tion with a contemporary flair, featuring only the freshest local ingredients. 
 
www.belmond.com/hotels/north-america/mexico/san-miguel-de-allende/belmond-
casa-de-sierra-nevada 
 
 

 

Hotel Las Alcobas, Mexico City 
Las Alcobas Hotel offers 35 luxurious rooms in the upmarket Polanco district of Mexi-
co City. A beautiful rosewood staircase, spirals up through all five floors and through-
out the hotel there are contrasting natural textures of wood, leather, metal and ce-
ramics. 
 
Next door is one of Mexico’s most highly regarded restaurants, Dulce Patria, and with 
a top-class restaurant of its own, foodies will be in heaven. Step outside of the hotel 
and there are multiple bars, restaurants and shops and the city’s best museums just 
a short walk away. 
 
www.lasalcobas.com 

 

 



 

The Nitty Gritty... 
 
What’s Included... 

• All accommodation on a double share basis with private facilities 

• Breakfast throughout, other meals as specified on itinerary 

• Private excursions and transfers including entrance fees 

• All taxes 
 
What’s Not Included... 

• Items of a personal nature - phone calls, laundry, minibar etc 

• Gratuities & Porterage 

• Early check-in / late check-out 

• Departure taxes 

• International flights 

• Domestic flights 

• Excess baggage fees 

• Beverages during meals (unless specified on the itinerary) 

• Insurance cover 

• Visas 
 
 
 
 

...Yours Laterally 
 
 
laterallife specialises in... 
 
 Executive Sabbaticals 
 Complex itineraries worldwide  
 Creative Honeymoons 
 Milestone birthdays & anniversaries 
 Family reunions 
 
Not so small print… 
laterallife will do all possible to confirm arrangements as per the agreed itinerary. In 
the event of any change we will notify you at once with a suitable alternative. The to-
tal trip price may change due to variables beyond our control such as force majeure, 
weather conditions, political conditions and events. When you are on-trip, you will be 
provided with 24 hour emergency contacts both in the country you are visiting and at 
laterallife in the UK. Our full terms and conditions are on our website. 
 
Financial Protection 
The Inspirational Travel Company Limited (trading as Laterallife) is a company com-
mitted to customer satisfaction and consumer financial protection. Laterallife holds 
ATOL membership number T11128 and is pleased to announce that, at no extra cost 
to you, and in accordance with ''The Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements 
Regulations 2018'' all passengers booking with Laterallife are covered in the unlikely 
event of insolvency. If you are on holiday, ATOL will provide support to minimise any 
disruption and ensure that you are able to return home. If you have not yet started 
your trip, ATOL will advise you on how you can make a claim for a refund of the 
amounts paid to us or in some cases appoint a fulfilment partner to provide the holi-
day. In the event of insolvency, you should contact the Civil Aviation Authority, which 
operates the ATOL scheme, on +44 (0) 333 103 6350. They will explain the situation 
and discuss your options. Please ensure you retain your booking confirmation and AT-
OL certificate as evidence of cover and value.  
 
Claims  
 
In the event of insolvency, you should contact the Civil Aviation Authority, which oper-
ates the ATOL scheme, on +44 (0) 333 103 6350. They will explain the situation and 
discuss your options. Please ensure you retain your booking confirmation and ATOL 
certificate as evidence of cover and value.  
 
Policy exclusions: This policy will not cover any monies paid for by Travel Insurance. 
 

 

Contact Me... 
laterallife Planner: Nick Matthews 

 1-5 Offord Street, London N1 1DH W: www.laterallife.com 
E: nickmatthews@laterallife.com   T: 0207 607 1943   M: 07800 591 586    


