
- Tim Bennett - China explored, Laterally -  

 

Because Iôve always wanted to... 

Sri Lanka explored, laterally 



 

= One way flight 

= Return flight 

 

= Drive 

= Train/Drive 

The Wallawwa 





In a Nutshell... 
 
Day 1 - Chauffeur drive to airport.  Fly from London overnight 

Day 2 - Arrive in Colombo, transfer to The Wallawwa 

Day 3 - Relax at your leisure (vehicle available).  The Wallawwa 

Day 4 - Transfer to Anuradhapura.  Sacred City of Anuradhapura.  Ulagalla Resort 

Day 5 - Wilpattu National Park Safari, at leisure.  Ulagalla Resort 

Day 6  - Sigiriya Rock Fortress, Minneriya/Kaudulla National Park Safari.  Ulagalla Resort 

Day 7 - Dambulla Rock Cave Temple, transfer to Kegalle.  Rosyth Estate House 

Day 8 - Temple of the Tooth, Royal Botanical Gardens with botanist  Rosyth Estate House 

Day 9  - Sri Lankan cooking, Rosyth Estate walk/tea factory visit.  Rosyth Estate House 

Day 10 - Train to Nuwara Eliya.  At leisure.  Nine Skies Bungalow 

Day 11 - Little Adamôs Peak, Nine Arches Bridge & Ravana Falls.  Nine Skies Bungalow 

Day 12 - At leisure (vehicle available).  Nine Skies Bungalow 

Day 13 - Transfer to Mirissa, at leisure.  Sri Sharavi 

Day 14 - Whale and Dolphin watching, at leisure. Sri Sharavi 

Day 15 - Enjoy Sri Sharavi & Mirissa. Sri Sharavi 

Day 16 - Enjoy Sri Sharavi & Mirissa. Sri Sharavi 

Day 17 - Transfer to Koggala, visit Galle Fort en route.  Kahanda Kanda 

Day 18  - Galle Fort walking tour with chauffeur guide.  Dinner at Amangalle.  Kahanda Kanda 

Day 19 - Paddy Field Cycling Tour.  Kahanda Kanda 

Day 20 - Transfer to Colombo, at leisure.  Galle Face Hotel 

Day 21  - Explore Old Colombo with Mark Forbes.  Galle Face Hotel 

Day 22 - At leisure in Colombo.  Galle Face Hotel 

Day 23 - Fly home.  Chauffeur drive from airport.   

Welcome home! 



Flights... 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trains... 
 
Please note that tickets cannot be purchased until much nearer to the time of travel but these will be sought for you: 

Date From Departs To Arrives Class 

 Gampola  
Railway Station 

TBC Nawara Eliya  
Railway Station  

TBC TBC 

Date Airline & Flight 
Number 

From De-
parts 

To Arrives Class 

 Sri Lankan Airlines  
UL 506 

 

London Heathrow 
 

17:15 Colombo 11:40 
 

BUS 

 Sri Lankan Airlines  
UL 1505 

 

Colombo 00:10 London Heathrow 
 

06:30 BUS 



Your Sample Itinerary... 
 
Day 1 - Fly from the UK to Colombo overnight 

Today you will be collected from home by your chauffeur and driven to Heathrow 

Airport for your overnight flight to Colombo. 

 

Accommodation: Overnight flight 

Meals: On-board Meals 

 

Day 2- Arrive in Colombo, transfer to The Wallawwa 

You will be met at the airport by your laterallife representative and introduced to 

your chauffeur guide who will be accompanying you on your tour. The guide will 

take and drop you at The Wallawwa for your 2 night stay where you can relax 

and get over the journey. 

 

Accommodation: The Wallawwa, Garden Suite 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 3 - Relax at your leisure 

Today relax at The Wallawa, or go out to explore the area.  Your chauffeur and 

vehicle are available to take you out for up to 80km per day. 

 

Accommodation: The Wallawwa, Garden Suite 

Meals: Breakfast 

 

Day 4 - Transfer to Anuradhapura, Sacred City of Anuradhapura 

This morning you will depart from The Wallawwa after breakfast and be trans-

ferred to Ulagalla.  On the way visit the Sacred City of Anuradhapura.   

 

After Sanghamitta, the founder of an order of Buddhist nuns, brought a sacred 

branch from Buddhaôs ótree of enlightenmentô to Anuradhapura in the 3rd century 

BC, the city flourished as the islandôs political and religious capital. It thrived for 1 

300 years, becoming renowned for its colossal city walls, shrines, public buildings 

and complicated irrigation systems (which still function today). After an invasion 

by the Pandyans, Anuradhapura was abandoned, all but disappearing into the 



jungle until its rediscovery by the British in the 19th century. Subsequent restora-

tion led to its being re-established as a sacred Buddhist pilgrimage site, and more 

recently a UNESCO World Heritage Site, housing the Sri Maha Bodhiya (Bodhi 

Tree) and the Ruwanwelisaya, one of the worldôs tallest monuments, surrounded 

by walls that are spectacularly decorated with 1900 elephant figures. 

 

Anuradhapura was the first capital and undoubtedly the grandest city of the an-

cient Sri Lanka, It is the home of two World Heritage sites. Many places of histori-

cal and archaeological interest are found here. Sri Maha Bodhi, the sacred bo-

tree, was brought as a sapling of the tree under which prince Siddhartha attained 

to enlightenment and it is over 2,300 years old and is said to be the oldest histor-

ically documented tree in the world. At Brazen Palace, (2nd century B.C), the 

1600 stone columns you see are all that is left of a magnificent multi-storied resi-

dence for monks. Ruwanweliseya (2nd century B.C) is the most famous of all the 

Dagobas. 

 

It originally depicted the perfect 'bubble shape' that modern restoration has not 

been able to accurately reproduce. The Samadhi' Buddha statue (4th century AD) 

is one of the most famous statues, depicting the Buddha in a state of 'Samadhi' 

or deep meditation. Isurumuniya rock temple (3rd century B.C) is well known for 

its rock carvings of 'The Lovers'. Kuttam Pokuna ï twin ponds (6th century AD) 

was used by the Buddhist monks as a bathing pool. Thuparama Dagoba (3rd cen-

tury B.C) is the oldest Dagoba in the island, which enshrines the right collarbone 

of the Buddha. Close by, some 30 minutes by car, in Mihintale, is the site where 

Buddhism was first introduced to Sri Lanka. Found on this rock are many shrines 

and dwellings originally used by monks. A grand stairway of 1,840 steps made of 

15 feet wide granite slabs leads to the summit from where one can get a splendid 

view of the surrounding countryside. 

 

Afternoon at leisure.  

 

Accommodation: Ulagalla Resort, Deluxe Pool Villa 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 





 

Day 5 - Wilpattu National Park Safari, at leisure 

After breakfast this morning you will be collected by your guide and begin your 

half day jeep safari to Wilpattu National Park. 

 

The park is situated along the Northwest coast lowland dry zone of Sri Lanka. It 

comprises of a unique complex of lakes called Villus, which are natural basins that 

are filled up with rainwater and are surrounded by open grassy plains set within 

dense scrub jungle. A multitude of sandy paths wind around the entire park and 

open up into these large natural lakes. The unspoilt and beautiful Wilpattu Na-

tional Park is one of the largest and oldest National Parks in Sri Lanka. It is ideal 

for those wanting to escape the flurry of activity of Yala and instead offers the 

opportunity for a tranquil, peaceful and undisturbed drive. 

 

The biggest draws in Wilpattu are Leopards and Sloth bears. Alongside these, it is 

possible to see Asian Elephants, Spotted Deer, Barking Deer, Wild Pig, Asiatic 

Buffalo and Mugger Crocodiles. Endemic birds include the Ceylon Junglefowl, 

Brown-capped Babbler, Ceylon Woodshrike and Black-capped Bulbul in riverine 

habitats. Muntjac or Barking Deer are more easily seen in Wilpattu than any other 

national park. Butterflies recorded include the Great Eggfly, Great Orange Tip, 

Glad-eye Bushbrown, Blue Mormon, Common Mormon, Common Rose and Crim-

son Rose. 

 

You are at leisure in the afternoon. 

 

Accommodation: Ulagalla Resort, Deluxe Pool Villa 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 

 

Day 6  - Sigiriya Rock Fortress, Minneriya/Kaudulla National Park Safari 

Today you will explore the surrounding area and the ancient sites and ruins that  

is in it. 

First you will visit Sigiriya (Lion Rock) Referred by locals as the Eighth Wonder of 

the World this ancient palace and fortress complex has significant archaeological 

importance and attracts thousands of tourists every year. It is probably the most 

visited tourist destination of Sri Lanka. Sigiriya rock plateau, formed from magma 

of an extinct volcano, is 200 meters higher than the surrounding jungles. Its view 



astonishes the visitors with the unique harmony between the nature and human 

imagination.  

 

The fortress complex includes remnants of a ruined palace, surrounded by an 

extensive network of fortifications, vast gardens, ponds, canals, alleys and foun-

tains. In the 3th century BC the rocky plateau of Sigiriya served as a monastery. 

In the second half of the 5th century king Kasyapa decided to construct a royal 

residence here. After his death Sigiriya again became a Buddhist monastery until 

the 14th century, when it was abandoned.  

 

The main entrance is located in the northern side of the rock. It was designed in 

the form of a huge stone lion, whose feet have survived up to today but the up-

per parts of the body were destroyed. The western wall of Sigiriya was almost 

entirely covered by frescoes, created during the reign of Kasyapa. Eighteen fres-

coes have survived to this day. The frescoes are depicting nude females and are 

considered to be either the portraits of Kasyapaôs wives and concubines or priest-

ess performing religious rituals.  

 

One of the most striking features of Sigiriya is its Mirror wall. For those who are 

not comfortable with heights or have problems climbing we suggest the gardens 

of Sigiriya which are amongst the oldest landscaped gardens in the world. They 

are located in the western part of the rock with bridges, fountains, as well as sur-

face and underground water pumps.  

 

After the ruins you will head to a nearby Hiriwaduna village to learn about cus-

toms and cooking. The tour starts off with a ride on a Bullock cart (ox cart) along 

a dirt track and through rice paddies down to the picturesque Hiriwaduna Lake. 

The adventure continues with a catamaran ride on the scenic Hiriwaduna Lake 

with its large variety of dry zone bird life and views of the surrounding forest, 

marshland and vegetable plots of local farmers. 

 

After the catamaran ride you will take a short ride on a walking tractor or on the 

famous ñTuk Tuk to a local home where you can interact with the family by as-

sisting the women in the preparation of a Sri Lankan lunch using the traditional 

Sri Lankan methods of cooking. After enjoying the lunch you helped to prepare 





you will take a leisurely 150 metre walk back to the main road.  

 

Minneriya National Park: The Minneriya Tank was created by King Parakarambahu 

at the height of Polonnaruwaôs glory as the capital of Sri Lanka. The national park 

based largely around the huge tank (reservoir) was created rather more recently 

but serves as an important gathering place for Sri Lankaôs large population of ele-

phants. It is a great place for elephant spotting all year round ï though as the dry 

season makes water scarce between June and September, more and more ele-

phants gather on the shores of Minneriya Tank. 

 

Indeed by late August and September, the awe inspiring site of up to 300 ele-

phants can often be seen, in a phenomenon known as óThe Gatheringô. It is the 

largest concentration and gathering of Asian elephants that can be seen any-

where in the world. Watching baby elephants playing with each other, bull ele-

phants tussling for dominance and the great matriarchs surveying the scene is 

not a sight you are likely to forget in a hurry. Aside from the elephant, Minneriya 

is also home to some 23 other species of mammals: some, like the Deer and 

Sambur you will see, some like the Leopard and the Sloth Bear will probably 

prove elusive. The arid dry zone is a paradise for many species of Lizard and you 

will see them here in all their technical colour brilliance if you look carefully 

enough, as well as snakes like the Indian Python and the Mugger Crocodile. 

Above all, of course, are Sri Lankaôs wonderfully varied bird population. Among 

the 150 or so species, particular favorites of ours you may see in Minneriya in-

clude the beautiful painted stork, and various other bird species. 

 

Kadulla National park is right next to Minneriya and which one you visit will de-

pend on where the best animal sightings are that day. 

 

Accommodation: Ulagalla Resort, Deluxe Pool Villa 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 

 

Day 7 - Dambulla Rock Cave Temple, transfer to Kegalle 

This morning you will need to pack before breakfast as you will be transferring to 

Rosyth Estate House after your activities today. 

 

The first stop is the Dambulla Rock Temple which was donated by King Walagam-


